CHURCH GROWTH THROUGH CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP 


Deborah Long Burroughs 

B. S., North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State University, 1966 
MDiv, Shaw University, 2013 


Mentor 

Alfred Thompson, DMin. 


A FINAL PROJECT SUBMITTED TO 
THE DOCTORAL STUDIES COMMITTEE 
IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS 
FOR THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF MINISTRY 


UNITED THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
Dayton, Ohio 
May 2020 



Copyright © 2020 by Deborah Long Burroughs 
All rights reserved 



CONTENTS 


ABSTRACT.iv 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS.v 

DEDICATION.vii 

INTRODUCTION.1 

CHAPTER 

1. MINISTRY FOCUS.6 

2. BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS.26 

3. HISTORICAL FOUNDATIONS.64 

4. THEOLOGICAL FOUNDATIONS.83 

5. INTERDISCIPLINARY FOUNDATIONS.107 

6. PROJECT ANALYSIS.125 

APPENDIX 

A. SERMON: A CLEAR CONSCIENCE.144 

B. SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS.155 


iii 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


177 
















ABSTRACT 


CHURCH GROWTH THROUGH CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP 


by 

Deborah Long Burroughs 
United Theological Seminary, 2020 


Mentor 

Alfred Thompson, DMin. 


The context for ministry was St. Andrews African Methodist Episcopal Church in 
Sacramento, California. The congregation, with a median age of seventy-five, has need 
for discipleship to help with church growth. The hypothesis was that through discipleship 
education, church membership would stabilize and flourish. Qualitative research with 
male and female participants, over six weeks, lessons on discipleship, sermons preached, 
and focus group meetings were held using biblically based principles and open ended 
questions to increase the members’ understanding of discipleship. This collection of 
information allowed the opportunity for a strategic plan of discipleship to address 
declining membership. 
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INTRODUCTION 


Church is on the decline. To address this problem, this project proposes to design 
a study to provide a strategic plan for discipleship. A necessary strategy for the church 
was Christ’s mandate for all—to be disciples and to make disciples. This project is a 
design for the implementation of discipleship for members—each one reach one and 
teach one to keep the church growing and relevant, focusing on the mandate of Jesus so 
that church will not die. The theme is to stabilize membership through Christian 
education at St. Andrews African Methodist Episcopal Church in Sacramento, California. 
The hypothesis is that through Christian discipleship education, church membership will 
stabilize and will flourish. Being a disciple for Christ is not a hit and miss proposition. 
There is work to do. Christians cannot audit the Christian life by going to Sunday school 
and church just to get information. Jesus is not to be audited for information purposes 
only, where He is simply learned about. Every Christian is called to be a disciple and to 
make disciples. 

Jesus is the Master, but his followers are to be like him. His followers should 
emulate Him in every way. This is the essence of discipleship. A disciple is a student and 
Jesus had disciples who followed Him. He taught them what it meant to be a disciple. 
Jesus taught his disciples using various methods. As Jesus called the twelve, they left 
everything they had to follow Him, even though they had no clue where they were going 
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or what their living would be like. However, they followed Jesus any way and great were 
their rewards. Jesus wants people so saturated in their thinking to be like Him. Through 
discipleship, a positive impact on the church is felt. 

The first chapter focuses on the ministry context, the project focus and how my 
spiritual autobiography intersects with the overall project. This chapter also gives an 
overview of discipleship, a necessity in the life of the church. 

The biblical foundations chapter examines Old and New Testament Scriptures as 
they relate to the Great Commission in carrying out the spreading of the gospel as 
mandated by Jesus. The pericopes chosen examine from Isaiah’s and Matthew’s 
perspective the commission mandate in carrying out the work of Jesus. 

The historical foundations chapter provides a glimpse into the history of the Great 
Commission as religious leaders found themselves being of service in carrying it out. The 
voices of Bonhoeffer, Karl Barth and David Bosch are very clear. Further, the chapter 
discusses a model of ministry that is necessary to establish a standard which proposes 
definite implications for discipleship. Also, this chapter reflects upon the beliefs of 
religious leaders in the agreement of the work mandated in the great commission as being 
vital and necessary in continuing the work of Jesus Christ if the gospel is to be spread 
continuously. 

The theological foundations chapter discusses discipleship from the perspective of 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer in that the church, as a body of believers, has been called to be 
witnesses of Jesus Christ before the world in the discipleship process. Also, this chapter 
discusses why community is important as it relates to liberation theology in the making of 


disciples. 
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The interdisciplinary chapter focuses on the various ways that learning takes place 
and is vital to the paper depicting that there are numerous ways to dispense information 
to others. Jesus uses a variety of methods, depending on the manner of the disciples in 
their understanding of what He was teaching. Some methods include stories, metaphors, 
allegories, parables. The interdisciplinary chapter focuses on the various ways of teaching 
information so that learning takes place, regardless of a student’s learning style. 

The participants in this study will be eight subjects which will be male and female 
church members. The participants will take a pre-test and a post-test in the form of a self- 
assessment to determine their knowledge and attitudes about discipleship. The duration of 
the project will be eight weeks. Bible Study classes will be held. Sunday school lessons 
will be taught on discipleship, and sermons will be preached on discipleship. There will 
be an opportunity for participants to reflect and ask questions at the end of each lesson. 
Participants will be asked to journal at the end of each lesson, stating information that has 
been learned. They will also discuss the way or ways each lesson impacts discipleship 
and church growth. At the end of the eight weeks, the participants will assess through 
discussion if there have been attitudinal changes as they relate to discipleship and church 
growth. 

A confidentiality statement will be signed so that individuals participating in the 
study will feel comfortable in expressing themselves openly and honestly as their insights 
and views might be challenged by others. At the end, there will be discussions and 
summaries of what was gained as lessons were taught in the discipleship process and 
information gathered from sermons and discussions of then - journal materials. The results 
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will be used to make recommendations to this church and other churches to enhance the 
discipleship process to stimulate church growth. 

A team of four contextual associates has been chosen to provide guidance, 
support and feedback in assisting with this project. These associates are in good and 
regular standing as members and are also leaders of various ministries in the church. 
Additionally, they are very much aware of the problem that is being researched. Due to 
their affiliation to this project, one of the context associates will be on my defense team. 
They will also attend focus meetings. 

Three professional associates, who have terminal degrees, will assist in this 
project. One of my associates is a full time pastor. The professional associates will be 
transparent in that they will provide guidance as well as critical feedback with pre and 
post-tests, questionnaires, and instructional techniques as classes are being conducted. 

The project that I am proposing will make an important contribution to my 
context by educating the church members on discipleship. Participants will ascertain if 
they are being true disciples. Participants will learn the requirements for being disciples 
and how to make disciples. Participants will be brave enough, transform, to change their 
way of thinking about discipleship as it relates to church growth. As an associate pastor, 
my role of equipper, teacher and spiritual director will be enhanced. It will provide 
participants an opportunity to work with me as we seek ways to grow the church through 
discipleship. This newly created impetus will serve as an opportunity to increase church 
growth. 

Disciples do three things: learn, change—becoming like Jesus—and they act. In 
other words, they grow, go and know in order to be and make disciples. This process is 
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on-going and life-long. To this end, students will be asked to rank thirty statements with 
one being the top statement that participants want most to focus on and thirty being the 
least to be focused on and the highest seven topics will be chosen to teach lessons on in 
this eight week cycle. From disciples learn, participants understand certain basic truths. 
The following are examples of topics that will be ranked by participants: learning the 
good news of Jesus, establishing a relationship with God, knowing what it means to be a 
new creature in Christ, understanding the mission of Jesus and figuring out how the 
church fits into following Jesus. 

Statements that may be ranked under disciples changing may be dealing with the 
struggle to love others, experiencing joy and peace in life, knowing the truth about 
forgiveness, understanding the rare traits of faithfulness and forgiveness and keeping on 
when you feel like quitting. Examples of statements that will be ranked under disciples 
act are clearing up misconceptions about worship, figuring out what God wants you to do, 
having spiritual conversations, building a richer prayer life, and dealing with a noisy, 


frantic and jumbled life. 



CHAPTER ONE 


MINISTRY FOCUS 


The popular definition of church puts too many essential functions of the church 
as the body of believers outside of the definition as to what Jesus called the church to be 
and what today’s church really is. As a result, the church that Jesus talks about in the 
Bible is really outside the church we have today. By habit, the church has come to mean 
a place. It is considered as a place where we go to congregate, a place where we build up 
believers. But as long as that’s our whole understanding of the church, we miss one of 
our primary functions as the people of God: being out in the world for the sake of the lost. 
As a body of believers, we may have different viewpoints and ways of thinking but we 
are united in being God’s hands in this world. “The sad reality is that going to the lost 
and living Christ-like lives among them is not our ecclesiology,i” says a very famous 
author, Jim Peterson. However, throughout history, the church has pushed for 
institutionalism in an effort to preserve the purity of the gospel. As a result, we have 
evolved into congregations that meet inside the walls of a building rather than as vital 
communities that live among the lost. In Church Without Walls , Jim Peterson offers an 
exciting definition of the church that pushes beyond the too small boundaries we have 
inherited from the past. He states that the church really is a community reaching outside 


Jim Peterson, Church Without Walls (Colorado Springs, CO: NavPress, 1992), 47. 
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its boundaries to save the unsaved .2 The first-century Christians had to sort out Jesus 
from Judaism in order to become a people for all nations. Today, we have to sort out 
Jesus from our religious traditions in order to make Him available to our nation. That’s 
the challenge we face: Will we be the church without walls communicating a gospel free 
of traditional and cultural trappings or will we continue to reproduce our forms and 
structures, hiding the essence of the gospel within? Will we help those who are broken 
become blessed as we build churches without walls through teaching, effective preaching 
and stewardship? 

My most authentic God self connects deeply with God as all powerful, omniscient, 
omnipotent and omnipresent, being everywhere as I seek to bring others to Christ. I view 
God as being awesome, working on each of us every day, perfecting us to His will for our 
lives. I experience God as a true friend, who is always with me as I sojourn on earth 
assisting others in any way that I can by means that I have at my disposal. This is a very 
valuable part of my identity as a minister—my unwavering faith in God, my willingness 
to serve Him, as well as my willingness to serve and help others. 

In order to be a true disciple of Christ, the church must serve real life needs. 
Disciple is both a verb and a noun. As a verb, it is living as Christ lived. As a noun, it is a 
disciple making another disciple, studying in community lifting each other up in the faith, 
making other disciples for the purpose of going into the world bringing the unsaved to 
God. Disciples help the homeless population and the drug addict. Disciples clothe the 
naked and give information concerning public resources and assistance of all kinds that 
are available according to income levels to persons who are in need but may not be aware 


2 Peterson, 47. 
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of. The list goes on. The church should be known as a place where people are really 
loved. If the statement is made that people are welcome in church as as they are, that 
statement should come across to the people as heart felt. 

It is my opinion that unless the unchurched and the unsaved can see the churched 
doing differently as people saw Jesus doing and acting in a different way, truly seeing the 
light of love and Jesus in them through word and deed—walking the walk and talking the 
talk—then those who don’t know Jesus may feel the inclination to stay where they are 
and as they are. Consequently, the unchurched see the church folk as hypocritical, acting 
holier than thou, talking loud and walking fast but saying and doing nothing. Others 
should be able to see Christ in us by what we do and what we say. In other words, Christ 
is and should be our connection to each other. 

In my opinion, the church where I serve as Associate Pastor has not established 
itself as a beacon of hope and light in the community where it resides. St. Andrews, 
desperately in an effort to thrive, should offer a sense of personal connection and spiritual 
guidance to the community surrounding it. The church needs to establish itself as an 
external faith community reaching outside of the walls of the church rather than as an 
internal faith community, only concerned with its present membership. With regard to 
the church’s community context, the church can be the foundation for the beginning of a 
separate non-profit entity. Its purpose and focus would be to establish and oversee 
various programs such as housing for the homeless, a food bank, partner with other non¬ 
profits to build affordable housing, and secure its own 501(C)3 status which would allow 
for non-profit status for ventures that the church would undertake. Grants could be 
written to assist with funding of projects that the church can initiate to assist persons in 
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the community at large. The membership could vote to approve the acquisition of land 
for a community center that could be used for a variety of purposes: having workshops 
for the purpose of teaching goal setting, the importance of students developing 
themselves to their fullest educational potential in school, establishing tutorial programs 
for students of all ages to assist them with school subjects where additional assistance is 
needed, for teaching test taking skills, as well as the importance of having a value system 
and a feeling of self-worth. Additional skills necessary for being successful in life could 
be taught so that students would have high aspirations for achievement. Young people 
need to understand and know that there is more to life than crime, drugs and sagging 
pants. The idea is to permeate among the youth the idea of reaching higher standards and 
goal setting so that they will hopefully have the desire to develop, aspire and become 
contributing members of society in their teen and adult years. At the same time, they 
should be taught Christian principles with the understanding that they are made in the 
image of God. Also, programs could be established for adults such as Bible Study 
centered on caring for self to include exercise and aerobic classes, healthy eating life 
styles, as well as scriptures that teach biblical principles concerning self-care. These are 
various opportunities for church growth that could be capitalized upon. 

“Growing the Church without Walls; Effective Preaching & Stewardship in the 
21st Century” is the perfect cohort for me because it gives me the opportunity to do 
research on this congregation gaining insight into their attitudes to grow the church using 
non-conventional ways as well as to help them understand the importance of effective 
preaching and the role that stewardship plays in church development. They should know 
that stewardship is not just about money. Stewardship is also about giving of time and 
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talent. Further, this cohort gives me the opportunity to look at the need for pastoral care 
and counseling as membership increases as each member of the congregation exercises 
their gift. In the congregation, each member has a spiritual gift given by God. Through 
evangelism and exercising God given talents, making use of the spiritual gifts that God 
gives each of us, the church is able to grow its membership and help the least of them, the 
marginalized and disenfranchised as God has instructed us to do. The greatest of 
commandments is for us to love God with all our heart, soul and mind and to love our 
neighbor as ourselves. Everyone in the church—children, women and men as well as 
those outside of the church—is of equal value to God. Jesus Christ came and died to 
serve and save everyone, the churched and the unchurched. God’s desire is that not one 
soul be lost. 

The fact that each person is of equal value to God does not require that 
individuals in the church play the same roles. God gives spiritual gifts for the common 
good, and it is through the exercise of these gifts that the church grows. Each person 
should recognize their spiritual gift and use it to glorify God and build His kingdom 
while here on earth. Individual members mature and grow spiritually if each person in 
the church is encouraged to use their spiritual gifts as he/she participates in various 
ministries and works of the church. As pastors equip congregants for works of ministry, 
everyone should be included in the training at a level he/she can understand. Everyone 
can be given responsibilities within the church structure. 

A wise pastor will find a way to equip and enable all persons to use their spiritual 
gifts for the common good of the masses. The church should be all inclusive. All persons 
may be given training in their area of interest as the Holy Spirit leads them. Through 
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proper training, each person should be allowed to minister in their area of interest as the 
pastor and others with areas of expertise teach them and as the Holy Spirit through God 
guides and gives each the ability. In other words, the pastor should strive to maximize the 
ministry potential of all persons under his/her leadership—each according to his/her gifts, 
as given by God. 

This church needs to create evangelism and outreach programs in the community. 
The church should embark on a plateau of getting outside of the physical church building 
to concentrate on persons who have not accepted Christ to accept Him as their personal 
Savior and to join the church so they are united with a body of believers. Our charge is to 
“go and make disciples” (Matthew 28:19). This is necessary because lives hang in the 
balance. Only Jesus Christ is able to provide an abundant, peace filled life now and 
forever. The alternative is hopelessness and despair. As a church and a body of believers, 
if we are who we say we are, we must as a church go outside of the walls and not become 
complacent within. We must be committed to share the love of Christ with others beyond 
the walls of the church by building the church from the outside in, through effective 
preaching and stewardship. Outreach and evangelism are necessary if more lives are to be 
changed forever by Jesus Christ to serve Him. 

As I reflect on the brokenness of society at large, I am reminded that in so many 
life experiences, it is through crises and brokenness that we ask direction of God to take 
us to a point of peace which surpasses all understanding. People look beyond themselves 
for peace because they cannot find that inner peace for which they yearn. Ephesians 2:14 
tells us, “For Christ Himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed 
the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility.” 
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When we are tempted to feel hopeless and trapped in fear of the present or the 
future, we must remember that life can sometimes be hard. A fallen world will provide 
disappointment, painful losses, unfulfilled expectations and sadness. New opportunities 
and challenges bring numerous fearful situations that we must deal with. These emotions 
of brokenness: anxiety, conflict, depression, and frustration keep us from moving in faith, 
from being free of strife, disorder, and disquieting or oppressive thoughts and emotions. 

Moving out in faith can seem frightening, risky, impossible, senseless, stretching, 
gut-wrenching and unnatural. If we are moved to that place of peace, it’s all worth it. 
Beginning in Matthew 11:29, Jesus said, “Come to me, all you who are weary and 
burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.” Moving into the 
blessings of God and following God’s plans for our lives mean that we have to make 
major adjustments to our lives. These adjustments begin with our mandate to honor God 
in worship that promotes happiness, praise and gratitude. 

There are so many promises of blessings in the Bible made to us if we stay in 
God’s will. However, we must be willing to pledge ourselves to Jesus’ plan and His 
priorities first. Then we allow Jesus to be “in” us (John 17:22-23). 

With all of the emotions of brokenness, the Bible is replete with many promises 
of blessings to us if we will do His will. In the Bible, God also gives us many promises of 
blessings. He reminds us in Genesis that we are blessed of the Lord (Genesis 26:29). In 
Deuteronomy, the Word proclaims that as believers we shall be blessed above all people 
(Deuteronomy 7:14) and blessed shall be the fruit of our bodies (Deuteronomy 28:4). As 
a people, Psalm 1:1 declares, “Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the 
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ungodly.” Blessed is the man that trusts in Him (Psalm 34:8) and considers the poor 
(Psalm 41:1). Ultimately, the Word is clear that our blessings are connected to our 
willingness to seek to do His will as Proverbs 8:32 tells us, “Blessed are those who keep 
my ways.” 

There are many persons in the world who are in states of brokenness, and it is our 
responsibility as clergy to move them to a place where they are able to follow God’s plan 
of salvation that will move them in faith to the promises of blessings that He will bestow 
upon them. We should do so in a manner that aligns with the Word of God. As we serve, 
we should do it with the strength that God provides, so that in all things God may be 
praised through Jesus Christ. 

To build a church without walls, which also takes discipleship outside of the 
church, clergy must create opportunities to engage in ministry and allow others who are 
members of the congregation to engage in ministries that go beyond the building and 
preaching on a Sunday morning. There must be evangelism and outreach. This is a part of 
the disciple making process. Every person as a member of the body of Christ has a 
unique spiritual gift that God has given. Once those gifts have been clarified, the church 
as a body of believers has the responsibility under the leadership of the pastor to become 
involved in presenting seminars, to become engaged in church leadership roles, to teach 
Sunday school, as well as to use their unique spiritual gifts to truly attend to the needs of 
others beyond the walls, the institution of the church building itself. Those outside the 
church—the homeless, the disenfranchised, the rich and the poor alike—the unchurched 
as well as the churched have a desire to live better lives. Everyone can grow daily in this 
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Christian walk because there is none perfect except Jesus the Christ. As Christians, all of 
us are called to be disciples, to bring others to Christ. 

As Christians, we need to care for everyone—spiritually, emotionally, mentally 
and socially within the confines of our expertise. Within the populace of this church, 
there are many areas of expertise among the congregation: ministers, doctors, lawyers, 
social workers, mental health counselors, nurses, teachers trained at all levels, elementary, 
middle and high with expertise in all subjects at various grade levels. There is much work 
to do, and there are plenty of laborers to get it done. The willing workers must be 
identified according to their interests. 

Again, God gives everyone spiritual gifts and talents. It would be wonderful if 
these spiritual gifts and talents could be coordinated in such a way as to offer a 
curriculum which would give opportunities for persons with these gifts to benefit the 
masses of the people outside of the body of the church. People who are visionary will 
think of and create ways to reach these persons if they are truly interested in helping 
others. 

As stated in my contextual analysis and what came forth in my spiritual 
autobiography is that I have had the opportunity to work inside and outside of the church. 

I served in education as a teacher in the Person County Schools, Roxboro, North Carolina 
and as a teacher, counselor, and administrator in Durham Public Schools, Durham, North 
Carolina, spending approximately fifty years totally in education. Additionally, I have 
worked at an alternative school where students were suspended from their home schools 
and at a school for pregnant girls serving middle and high school age students, as well as 
at a school for court involved youth whose acts ranged from gang affiliations, selling 
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drugs and armed robbery, to name a few. I experienced first-hand their brokenness 
because I would listen to their stories. I would envision ways in which the church could 
serve these persons from a broader perspective because many of them, although they had 
above average ability and intelligence, were not brought up with a true sense of family, 
did not go to church and had become wayward. Further, although many believed in God, 
they did not have a personal relationship with Him. These students had a need to be saved 
from themselves and their self-defeatist behaviors. They had a need to come to know God 
and to know that there is a power much larger than what they thought or felt in the 
present moment. They could have inner peace, but that peace comes outside of them, if 
they would give themselves and opportunity to know God. 

I also discussed in my spiritual autobiography why I would allow myself to 
become a better teacher than some of the teachers that I had because of my negative 
experiences in school. Additionally, I discussed my call experience in terms of being in 
denial and finally accepting my call into ministry, letting God have his way in my life, 
becoming a minister and being ordained in the African Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Prior to going into ministry, I have been in churches and have seen people become 
disenfranchised with the church because of negative experiences, whether it was 
something said or a negative action by someone and they stopped going to church. I am 
reminded of the Scripture, “Vengeance is mine, saith the Lord.” Some church people can 
be mean and are guilty of hurting others. But not everyone is able to think of Scripture 
immediately to help them in a situation when they are being hurt by others. Persons who 
have left the church because of negative experiences which they had with people inside 
the church need to be ministered to, and they should be encouraged to return to church. 
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In order for this to be effective since the Pastor cannot be all things to all people, 
there must be outreach and evangelism, allowing others to use the leadership and 
expertise of their spiritual gifts. The biblical model of leadership development established 
in this research is one which would greatly benefit the journey of all persons in the 
ministry context who are interested in effective exhortation, leadership and stewardship, 
that of building God’s kingdom. The establishment of leadership training curriculum and 
classes would serve as consistent and intentional methods of equipping and preparation to 
aid in these efforts. Included in their learning would be classes on conflict resolution, 
characteristics and habits of effective leaders, casting ministry vision within the overall 
vision of the church, and the development of other leaders. Additionally it is my desire to 
create an atmosphere of trust among all who will be participating in building the church 
outside—without walls—within the congregation so that a model of healthy interaction 
as co-laborers will be fostered. 

In my spiritual autobiography, I discussed my “call experience” and how I truly 
found refuge and solace in Jesus as I went through health challenges. I also discussed that 
I was rooted and grounded in faith at an early age because of my upbringing. I also 
wanted my own personal relationship with God so I decided to try God for myself. An 
advantage was that not only did I have God, but I also had my parents and grandparents 
serving as role models in terms of the appropriate way to live—loving God with all their 
heart, mind and soul and treating their neighbors as they treated themselves. 

I learned to care and become concerned for others at a very early age. As a 
professional educator, through literature, I was able to teach students that there were 
persons in real life just like the characters they were reading about. I would work 
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diligently to relate all of their readings to real life situations. I remember my co-worker 
who was Caucasian asking my there was a story in the textbook that was about a boy who 
made up a name and told his mother about a child acting up in school. The mother in the 
story immediately assumed that the child was black and said that she was going to the 
school to talk to the teacher because she felt that the child acting out was keeping her 
child from learning. It was then that the child in the story spoke up and told his Mother 
that he was the one acting out and he had made up the story on the other child. I 
explained to my co-worker that this was a real life situation and that she should teach it as 
such. I gave her specific examples and she thanked me. Also, I shared in my spiritual 
autobiography how I was able to help other teachers too. 

Additionally, I explained in my spiritual autobiography how I had been a member 
of an African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, a Baptist Church and an African 
Methodist Episcopal Church. It was in the Baptist Church that I began to tithe at an early 
age because the Pastor taught stewardship. I saw the congregation grow beyond the 
neighborhood so much so that the sanctuary had to be extended. The preacher truly 
believed in making everyone feel a part of the congregation. He also had ministries 
beyond the walls of the church. He fed the homeless, visited the hospitals, had a radio 
ministry where he preached to and prayed for everyone. He welcomed everyone to come 
into God’s care. He went beyond the walls of the church to take the Gospel message. 
Consequently, he was able to increase membership by breaking down walls and 
strongholds that caused people to not want to come to church. He even created a “come 
as you are” service where persons could wear whatever they had to hear the word of God 
without feeling bad because boys did not have suits, girls did not have dressy dresses, 
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men did not have a shirt and tie, and women did not have heels, dressy dresses and 
stockings. To the people, this worship service represented Jesus’ model of coming to Him 
just as they were. 

It was in education that I recognized my own potential for leadership, as was 
discussed in my spiritual autobiography, after a principal brought it to my attention. My 
interest initially was in counseling because students would come to me discussing their 
problems, looking for solutions, so in addition to securing a graduate degree in 
counseling, I also trained in conflict management. Additionally, I obtained a graduate 
degree in educational administration. Consequently, I was able to help children become 
better persons as students and adults become better persons as teachers. 

In Seminary at Shaw University, I gained knowledge of preaching and worship, 
church leadership, pastoral care and counseling in addition to ethics and theology as well 
as denominational polity to name some of the areas of concentration. These courses 
offered teachings on incorporating the Word of God into every aspect of the life of a non¬ 
believer as well as a believer’s life. My time at Shaw University was instrumental in 
expanding my vision of Christian ministry in giving the church a much diverse focus in 
terms of going outside of the walls of the church proper. 

As my life’s years of employment went down various paths, after graduating from 
college—having received both educational and divinity degrees—I saw a definite need of 
help for all people, children and adults, who were broken, some having a relationship 
with God and some not having a relationship with God. As I reflected in my spiritual 
autobiography, although I was in denial, I realize and recognize that life is according to 
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the plans of God—our steps are ordered by the Lord which is an undeniable truth. Psalm 
37:23. 

My counseling degree and skill set as an educator landed me a position with the 
Durham School System as a counselor in the Extended School Day program which was a 
program that allowed students to earn credits toward a high school diploma who could 
not attend school during the regular day. Some of the students had children, some had 
been incarcerated and some had other responsibilities which prevented them from coming 
to school during the day. This allowed me the opportunity to counsel students in taking 
responsibility for their own actions. This work proved both rewarding and challenging. I 
was able to sit with men and women who were literally standing at a crossroad between a 
better life, freedom through education and/or recidivism back into the prison system. 
Simply attending the classes was not enough. Students were encouraged to apply 
themselves. God allowed me to apply Galatians 5:22-23 and develop fruit such as peace, 
forbearance, kindness, gentleness and self-control in the students as well as myself, 
something that many of these students never genuinely experienced from many adults, 
even their parents, with whom they came in contact. As I was in this work, I thought that 
it would be nice to use the church as a resource where persons could come because they 
were hurting. They would experience nurturing and have empathetic ears as well as have 
the opportunity to come into relationship with God if they did not have one. People in the 
world have varying needs. The church as a body of believers is to care for all people, 
reaching beyond the walls of the church. 

When I first started in education in 1966, there was no separation of church and 
state. Teachers and students alike could pray at school and talk about God. Christian 
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values could be discussed and taught. Male and female teachers took on leadership roles 
of educating children on Christian values, while at the same time educating and teaching 
the children their subject matter. The Bible could be mentioned and discussed. Prayers 
were deemed essential and a necessity. At that time, taking on leadership roles to educate 
and teaching Christian values so that students might become contributing members of 
society were very crucial. Our children are our future, and they should have as many 
wholesome Christian, ethical values as possible. 

Now with the separation of church and state it seems that we have more of a 
corrupt society. In some homes Christian values are not taught, and many families do not 
attend church. Before separation of church and state, if children did not learn Christian 
values and principles in the home, at least they learned and heard about them in school. 
Society does not need to be corrupt. It needs to be safe and Godly. 

Upon accepting my call into ministry, after dong my Initial Sermon in September, 
2010,1 applied to Shaw University Divinity School. I felt it necessary to be prepared for 
ministry as I was prepared for education. The Bible states in 2 Timothy 2:15, “Study to 
shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth.” This verse of Scripture definitely illustrates the need for 
doing proper exegesis so that the Word of God will never be misapplied or twisted as we 
perform our duty to teach the truth. To this end, I diligently applied myself in seminary, 
attending classes in winter, spring, summer and fall working very hard to accomplish my 
goal—completing the course work and earning the Master of Divinity degree in two 
years. Also, I made sure that I understood the subject matter for each class because I 
knew that as a member of the clergy, I would have to be diligent in my service to God. 
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I would involve myself in much study, contemplation and prayer bringing an open mind, 
an open heart, and a faithful life in my sermon preparation. I had to walk the walk and 
talk the talk in doing the work of the Lord. 

My goals were to leave the seminary knowing how to do proper exegesis in 
sermon preparation and gaining knowledge in pastoral care and counseling, definite areas 
of interest to me. I wanted to be the best person in clergy that I could be. I wanted to be 
secure in the knowledge of what I was doing with God’s help. Seminary definitely 
prepared me. When I completed Shaw /divinity School, I was interested in pursuing a 
Doctor of Ministry degree at United Theological Seminary, but was disheartened when I 
found out that after completing the Master of Divinity degree, there was a requirement of 
being in ministry a certain number of years before pursuing the doctoral degree. 

While in Seminary, I took Pastoral Care and Counseling because that was an area 
of interest to me. The Pastoral Care and Counseling Internship afforded me a variety of 
ministerial experiences in a hospital setting. The action-reflection model was used in 
pastoral care and counseling. In this model, self-reflection was done so pastoral care and 
counseling was as much about the chaplain as it was about the patient and at times 
included the patient’s family. It was much more than going into a room talking with a 
patient saying good morning, how are you, praying and then leaving. The chaplaincy 
program required that I reflect with my peer and supervisors, becoming more self-aware, 
evaluating what I did as well as what I said when I interacted with the family. There was 
only one other student doing internship at this particular hospital. I had the opportunity to 
work with Chaplains of different faiths—Catholic and Protestant. 
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All of these experiences let me know that there were people resources within the 
church that could be used outside of the church to build relationships and help others to 
come to Christ. Each day, an opportunity was afforded to do life changing work—to walk 
with people during their time of crisis, to help them create meaning from tragedy, to help 
them understand that God was with them through their suffering and loss and that he 
cared about them. 

Often times, some persons view sickness, death and other forms of suffering as 
punishment from God and become angry. This thought is far from true and definitely is 
not true. God does care. God loves us and wants us to trust Him. God is a healer even 
though the way He heals may not be what we want. He heals on this side and on the other 
side. God is God all by Himself. His will takes place. Those who are not in Christ as well 
as those in Christ have to understand and be taught to accept God’s will. God brings us 
through life’s experiences—the good and the bad. He is the only one who can. 

As a pastoral care provider, from time to time I question my roots in the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church tradition and find that my most authentic self connects 
deeply with God. God will journey with me throughout each day of my life, able to bring 
me through anything. This is the same confident way that I wish others to know and feel 
as they come to know and experience God in their daily lives as I seek to grow disciples, 
building a church without walls to bring others to Christ. This continues to grow 
believers in faith. 

I will base my research upon discipleship in building the church without walls to 
grow the church through the use of a questionnaire to determine the needs as I gain 
results for making disciples for the purpose of growing the church. I wish to answer the 
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question of whether growing the church and making disciples is every Christian’s 
responsibility. I would also like to develop methodologies for ascertaining the various 
ways in which programs can be developed while making use of people resources in the 
church to better serve the unchurched as well as the churched. 

The fact that I answered my call by God into the ministry, the fact that I have 
been blessed to earn a Master of Divinity degree and mature in ministry, and the fact that 
I serve as Associate Pastor at St. Andrews AME Church under the very responsible hands 
of my Pastor who serves as my mentor cause me to realize that I have been given a 
foundation for what ministry is as a validation for my calling. I appreciate being at United 
Theological Seminary working on a Doctor of Ministry degree, expanding my knowledge. 

My experience in the training and development of others in the congregations 
where I have served and serve has prepared me to engage in leadership development on a 
broader scale. After spending approximately fifty years as a professional educator as 
teacher, counselor and administrator, and after continuing to serve as Associate Pastor in 
the AME Church, my passion is caring for others, showing that ministry involves others. 
Ministry also goes beyond the walls of the church as an institution for all of those persons 
who are called to preach and serve. My passion and experience for helping others will 
serve my doctoral project well in my attempts at offering methods of discipleship for 
congregants in engaging church growth in building a church without walls. 

Looking back over the journey of my life to this point, the intersection of my 
educational, professional and ministerial backgrounds comes into clear focus. In every 
realm, God has positioned me as a person with a heart for helping others. As I engage in 
this doctoral pursuit, growing the church through discipleship to help the “whole” person 
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who needs to know Jesus is my desire. The experiences of watching the marginalized, the 
disenfranchised and those who don’t know Christ inform this doctoral project and 
positions me as one who is fully capable of conducting this branch of action research. 

This project will also allow me to gain additional experience in church 
administration, Christian education, program development and discipleship development. 
The experiences will enhance my abilities to interact with others from a standpoint of 
leadership in establishing vision, setting direction and communicating goals and 
outcomes clearly. Also, integral to this project is the attraction, development and 
retention of leaders within the church structure who desire a support system from which 
they can benefit in bringing others to Christ, a welcoming and nurturing context in which 
they feel valued in their gifts and are given the space to grow. 

Perhaps all persons in the church who truly know God and who have a personal 
relationship with Him are willing to become true disciples for Christ, emulating Him, 
bringing others to Christ. Congregants who have a desire need to be equipped and 
prepared for all kinds of service in the twenty-first century in a variety of roles as they 
work outside of the church building. These roles include preaching, teaching, exhorting, 
self-care, pastoral counseling, and education in order to help society’s constituency who 
are outside of God to come to Him. In doing this, the focus is to help others to come to 
Christ through discipleship, building a church without barriers, helping the church to 
grow which fits the name of my cohort—thus “Building A Church Without Walls; 
Effective Preaching & Stewardship in the 21st Century.” 

The context in which I serve, St. Andrews A. M. E Church, is the oldest A. M. E. 
church west of the Mississippi. This church was in existence before California became a 
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state. Because of the rich history of the context in which I serve, it would be detrimental 
for the church as a community of faith to become extinct or find itself very small in 
membership in a few years, unable to support itself, because there has been no strong 
discipleship agenda within the church to the degree that members feel comfortable taking 
the discipleship mandate outside of the walls of the church to grow the church. 
Discipleship starts within a person, emulating Christ, drawing others to become strong in 
the Lord and the power of his might wanting to do the same. Discipleship as it relates to 
church growth was of interest to me because this was an area that the church did not 
focus on. 



CHAPTER TWO 


BIBLICAL LOUNDATIONS 


Crimes of all kinds are being committed in all parts of the world today. Many 
people have not accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior of their lives. Within the 
context of where the writer of this paper serves, the thought process that is expressed by 
many of the parishioners is that the responsibility for discipleship, bringing others to 
Christ, and for spreading the gospel lies solely with the clergy. However according to 
Scripture in both the Old Testament and the New Testament, making disciples, spreading 
the gospel, and bringing others who don’t know Christ and have not accepted Him is the 
responsibility of every Christian. Every Christian has been delegated to spread the gospel, 
making disciples of all men so that the gospel will continue to be spread throughout the 
world to all persons so that none will be lost. God’s desire in Christ Jesus is that everyone 
be saved. 

The purpose of this Biblical paper, as it relates to this project, is to examine the 
Old Testament and New Testament, proving that spreading the gospel, making disciples 
of all men and bringing others to Christ is the responsibility of all Christians. Two 
pericopes will be examined, Isaiah 12:4-5 and Matthew 28:18-20. When Christians do the 
will of God, they are blessed by God. The focus of this paper is to orchestrate a model of 
ministry which addresses the mandate of “The Great Commission” as commanded in 
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Isaiah 12:4-5 and Matthew 28:18-20, although expressed in different words, showing that 
it is the responsibility of all Christians and not simply delegated to clergy only. The 
model addresses the responsibility given to all who know and have accepted Christ. 

In the writer’s context, many members of the congregation do not understand 
their role as it relates to spreading the gospel, discipleship, and evangelism. It is 
imperative that all Christians understand the significance of their role in bringing the rich 
and famous, the poverty stricken, the unsaved, the unchurched, the disenfranchised, the 
marginalized, the homeless—all persons, regardless of their status in life, who don’t 
know God—into the fold. It is vital for those who know Christ to go wherever necessary 
to spread the good news of the Gospel so that all persons might be saved and live a Godly 
life, following the commands of Jesus while here on earth. Also there is the hope that 
each person is able to spend eternity with God in Christ Jesus when death comes. The 
local church would do well to deliberately cultivate missionary partnerships, proactively 
engage their communities, and not only help the home through Christian education, but 
also to especially equip all Christians to intentionally transmit biblical truth to all 
generations until the end of the age—the world is no more. 

The Bible’s story of disciples begins with the prophets. During Old Testament time 
and in the New Testament there is idol worship. God demands believers to stay clear of 
the practice of idol worship. Scripture plainly states that man shall not make for himself 
any idol nor should man worship idols because God is a jealous God. 

Israel was to have no idols in its worship of the one true God (Deuteronomy 6:4). 
Israel resisted surrounding cultures which constructed idols for essential life business. 
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Israel’s God was never to be reduced to material form. When the nation faltered in this 
area, the prophets thundered warnings (Isaiah 10:10-11). 

The New Testament world was full of idols of various sorts. The Roman emperor 
himself was considered to be a god and was worshipped as one. The Greeks had idols 
that advertised sex and sorcery. Idols have no place in God’s kingdom. Where biblical 
language and teaching is followed, atonement is achieved when the sinner places trust in 
Jesus Christ to bring himself or herself back to God. Each person is a sinner saved by 
grace. All debts were paid at the cross. God is love and by grace individuals come to Him. 
The way to God has been accomplished by Jesus Christ. 

God’s desire is that individuals be at one with Him. He is to be exalted. His name 
is to be high and lifted up. Individuals are called to let the world know what Jesus has 
done. The gospel, the Good News, the central theme of the entire Bible is to be spread 
throughout the world until all persons become disciples for Christ. 

Isaiah 12:4-5 

4 In that day you will say: ‘Give praise to the Lord, proclaim his name; make known 
among the nations what he has done, and proclaim that his name is exalted. 5 Sing to the 
Lord, for he has done glorious things; let this be known to all the world, i 

Bible experts debate who wrote this book, and some even say that for the book of 
Isaiah, there may have been one, writer, two or three-writers: writer one 1 was probably 
Isaiah of chapters 1-39 which was set in Isaiah’s time; writer 2 wrote chapters 40 - 55 
during the exile in the 500s BC; writer 3 wrote chapters 56 - 66 which depicts what takes 


i Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture references in this document are from the NIV. 



29 

place after the Jews return home from exile in the 400s - 500s BC .2 However, traditional 
view states that Isaiah wrote it. 3 

Scholars argue that chapters 40 - 66 could be predictions.4 The specific reference 
that discusses Cyrus was not unheard of in prophecies. One prophet looked 250 years into 
the future and predicted that Israel would have a good king named Josiah (lKingsl3:2).5 
One other clue, pointing to the traditional view, is that the oldest copy of Isaiah was 
found among the Dead Sea Scrolls and copied 100 years before Jesus. The scribe who 
copied it believed that the original document was written by only one writer, because 
there is no break after chapter 39.6 Isaiah ministered from 740 - 700 BC. He lived in 
Jerusalem and most of his prophecies focus on the Jewish people. 

The book begins by announcing, “These are the visions that Isaiah son of Amoz 
saw” (Isaiah 1:1). Upon reading, the first 39 chapters are set in Isaiah’s time, 700s BC. 
Chapters 40-66, which describes conditions approximately 150 years later, is when the 
Jews were exiled into Babylon. The book also names the Persian king Cyrus, who 
reigned from 559-530 BC, and who is responsible for the defeat of Babylon and the 
freeing of the Jews (Isaiah 45, 48). 

Isaiah offers an imperial vision, one in which Yahweh, “the Lord of Hosts,” is the 
sovereign God of the universe (Isaiah 3:1; 10:16, 33). This prophet is convinced that God 

2 Stephen M. Miller, The Complete Guide to the Bible (Uhrichsville, OH: Barbour Publishing 
Company), 183. 

3 Stephen M. Miller, The Complete Guide to the Bible , 184. 

4 Stephen M. Miller, The Complete Guide to the Bible, 185. 

5 Stephen M. Miller, The Complete Guide to the Bible, 190. 


6 Stephen M. Miller, The Complete Guide to the Bible, 194. 
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has a plan which allows humans to understand both domestic affairs and international 
politics: This is the plan that is planned concerning the whole earth; and this is the hand 
that is stretched out over all nations. For the Lord of Hosts has planned and who will 
annul it? His hand is stretched out and who will turn it back? (Isaiah 12:26-27; 30:1)7 
Isaiah, after experiencing the presence of the Deity as one of radical holiness, participates 
in the deliberations of the divine council. 8 This is the place where the fates of peoples and 
nations, including Israel, were decided (1 Kings 22:19-23).9 Isaiah was privy to divinely 
ordained plans for all humanity and was charged with proclaiming what he knew.io 

Isaiah refers to God as the Lord of hosts and reads as the Holy One of Israel who 
called and commissioned Isaiah ben Amoz as an 8 th century B. C. prophet to the southern 
kingdom of Judah. God is the only true and living One of the Bible who reigns in majesty 
supreme. God, also named Yahweh, is the eternal Creator and gracious Redeemer of 
corrupt sinners as a result of the vicarious sacrifice of God the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ 
(Isaiah 52:13-53:12; Romans 3:24). 

God has the following qualities: sovereign in power, absolute in holiness, and 
supreme in salvation. Isaiah exhibits the heart of God.n Through Israel, under God’s 
prophetic plan and through the church which is the body of Christ, God’s word reaches 
the nations—the gospel is spread to everyone. God desires that not one soul be lost. All 

7 Bmce C. Birch, Walter Brueggermann, Terrence E. Fretheim and David L. Petersen, A 
Theological Introduction to the Old Testament (Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 2005), 318-319. 

8 Birch, A Theological Introduction to the Old Testament, 318. 

9 Birch, A Theological Introduction to the Old Testament, 318. 

10 Birch, A Theological Introduction to the Old Testament, 319. 

11 English Standard Version Study Bible Introduction to Isaiah, 1233. 
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have access to Him in the same way. Persons learn about God through the study of the 
Scriptures and exercising faith, accepting God as Lord and Savior of their lives. It is 
through the study of the Bible singularly and in community that the knowledge of who 
God is, is learned. Additionally, what is learned is what God has done to reconcile 
mankind unto Himself. 

What the Old and the New Testament Exegesis does is to discuss God’s 
sovereignty and power in Isaiah and Matthew as the expectation of carrying out the 
“Great Commission” as a mandate from God. It is the expectation that all persons come 
to know Christ from creation until the world is no more. God has been giving commands 
since the beginning of creation—to Adam, Moses, Noah, and Joshua, naming a minute 
few. There was the great commission for Israel through Isaiah, the disciples who became 
apostles, and in contemporary times—the church, the people, believers in the body of 
Christ. There is contemporary relevance of God in Christ Jesus’ historic and global 
purpose of redemption to the life and ministry of the local church. 

The Isaiah in me is going to ignite the Isaiah in others to create zeal to go out and 
get others to bring in and make disciples. These new disciples will do the same, make 
new disciples. These disciples will make disciples. Then there will be a continuous cycle 
of people saying, “Here I am, send me!” Discipleship is enhanced, thus more disciples to 
spread the gospel message. 

Isaiah announces God’s surprising plan of grace and glory for his rebellious 
people and for the world. God had promised Abraham that through his descendants the 
world would be blessed (Genesis 12:1-3). God had promised David that his throne would 
lead the world into salvation (2 Samuel&: 12-16; Psalm 89:19-37). By Isaiah’s time, the 
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descendants of Abraham and many members of the dynasty of David no longer trusted 
the promises of God and aligned themselves instead with the promises and fears of this 
false world. Judah’s unbelief in God during the pivotal events of Isaiah’s lifetime 
redirected their future away from blessings and toward judgement. Consequently, Judah 
moved from independence under God’s power to subservience under pagan powers. 
Isaiah’s answer for Judah’s sin is that although God must purify his people through 
judgement, he has an overruling purpose of grace, beginning with Isaiah himself (Isaiah 
6), spreading to Judah (Isaiah 7:1 -9:7) and Israel (Isaiah 9:8-11:16), and resulting in 
endless joy (Isaiah 12:1-6). The nations of the world are even taken into account (Isaiah 
13:1-27:13). 

The purpose of Isaiah is to declare the good news that God will glorify himself 
through the renewed and increased glory of his people, which will attract nations. The 
book of Isaiah is a vision of hope for sinners through the coming Messiah, promising for 
the “ransomed” people of God a new world where sin and sorrow will be forever 
forgotten (Isaiah 35:10; 51:11). Isaiah denounces hypocrisy, greed and idolatry as 
offenses against God, but he foresees the Savior of offenders, the Lord Jesus Christ who 
is God with us (Isaiah 7:14), the child destined to rule forever (Isaiah 9:6-7), the hope of 
the Davidic throne (Isaiahll:l), the glory of the Lord (Isaiah40:5), the suffering servant 
of the Lord (Isaiah 42:l-9;49:l-6;50:4-9; 52:13-53:12), the anointed preacher of the 
gospel (Isaiah 61:1-3), the bloodied victor over all (Isaiah 63:1-6)—truly the Savior of 
the world. The message Isaiah preached—Isaiah’s name mentioned over 20 times and 
Isaiah’s sayings quoted extensively—is the very gospel of Jesus and the apostles. 12 


12 English Standard Version Study Bible , 1237. 
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Even before reporting his vision, Isaiah unleashes a bombardment of prophecies 
on the sinful nations of the Middle East, starting with his own homeland, Judah and its 
capital which is Jerusalem. Approximately 200 years earlier, Israel had split into two 
countries with the 10 northern tribes seceding from the union in a bloodless tax revolt. 13 
Their nation became known as Israel, while southern Jews took the name of the dominant 
tribe there, Judah. Isaiah tells his homeland Jews that God is sick and tired of their 
hypocrisy. He presents God’s problem with the Jews which was that Jews go through the 
motions of religion, offering sacrifices and praying while others are watching. To God, 
this is just an act. God says for their offerings, “I cannot stand them” and for their prayers, 
“I will not listen” (Isaiah 1:14, 15). God is not concerned with the rituals but what the 
rituals implore in people: do good; seek justice; help the oppressed; defend the cause of 
orphans; fight for the rights of widows (Isaiah 1:17). The Jews had decided that they 
would do as they pleased, and God revealed their fate by reminding them of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, which He had seared off the planet some 1,300 years earlier. “Listen to the 
Lord, you leaders of ‘Sodom.’ Listen to the law of our God, people of ‘Gomorrah’” 

(Isaiah 1:10). 

Throughout the book there are repeated warnings to the southern Jewish nation 
and to the capital city: Everything that you depend on, the Lord will take away.. .bread 
and water; I will be your enemy, surrounding Jerusalem and attacking its walls, building 
siege towers and destroying it (Isaiah 29:3). Without consulting me, you have gone to 
Egypt for help. You have put your trust in Pharaoh’s protection.. .But trusting Pharaoh, 
you will be humiliated” (Isaiah 30:2 - 3). Isaiah had warned the Jews that they should not 


13 English Standard Version Study Bible , 1237. 
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take up military alliance with Egypt, but they did anyway. They wanted to break free of 
the oppression from the Assyrians who were a world superpower at that time. Judah was 
invaded by the Assyrians led by King Sennacherib. Most of the cities were destroyed. 
Jerusalem survived the invasion which Isaiah witnesses, but the city fell to Babylon more 
than a century later in 586 BC. 

Isaiah’s prophecies make predictions about two eras of history—Isaiah’s day as 
well as a time in the distant future. Isaiah’s prophecies point to Jesus. “For a child is bom 
to us, a son is given to us. The government will rest on his shoulders. And he will be 
called: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His 
government and its peace will never end” (Isaiah 9:6 - 7). Another prophecy that Isaiah 
makes is, “There will be a time in the future when Galilee.. .will be filled with glory. The 
people who walk in darkness will see a great light” (Isaiah 9:1- 12). Galilee was Jesus’ 
hometown region and main area of ministry. 

Isaiah’s call to prophecy in about 742 B. C. coincided with the beginnings of the 
westward expansion of the Assyrian empire, which threatened Israel and which Isaiah 
proclaimed to be a warning from God to a godless people. 14 Isaiah prophesied “in the 
days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah” (1:1). His call to ministry 
came around 740 B. C, and he lived long enough to record the death of Sennacherib 
(Isaiah 37:38). 

Isaiah’s vision (probably in the Jerusalem Temple) that made him a prophet is 
described in a first-person narrative. According to this account he “saw” God and was 
overwhelmed by his contact with the divine glory and holiness. He became agonizingly 
aware of God’s need for a messenger to the people of Israel, and, despite his own sense 


14 English Standard Version Study Bible, 1238. 
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of inadequacy, he offered himself for God’s service: “Here am I! Send me.” He was thus 
commissioned to give voice to the divine word. It was no light undertaking; he was to 
condemn his own people and watch the nation crumble and perish. As he tells it, he was 
only too aware that, coming with such a message, he would experience bitter opposition, 
willful disbelief, and ridicule. To endure this, Isaiah would have to be inwardly fortified. 
All this came to him in the form of a vision and ended as a sudden, firm, and lifelong 
resolve. 

Once when he went to confront a king, he took with him, to reinforce his 
prophetic word, a son with the symbolic name Shear-yashuv. Isaiah’s prophetic word was 
“A Remnant Shall Return”. 15 

Of Isaiah’s parental home it is known only that his father’s name was Amoz. 

Since he often spoke with kings, it is sometimes suggested that Isaiah was an aristocrat, 
possibly even of royal stock. The same reasoning, however, might apply to any number 
of prophets; from Nathan in David’s time onward, prophets had dealings with kings and 
were, like Isaiah, well informed about public affairs. Moreover, Isaiah’s sympathies were 
emphatically with the victimized poor, not with the courtiers and well-to-do. Also, it is 
sometimes argued that he was of a priestly family, but his knowledge of cultic matters 
and the fact that his commissioning seemingly occurred in the Temple in Jerusalem are 
slender evidence for his priestly descent. One could argue with equal force that Isaiah is 
descended from a family of prophets (though his father, the otherwise unknown Amoz, is 
not to be confused with the prophet Amos). He is thoroughly schooled in the traditional 
forms and language of prophetic speech. It is an educated speech—strong, vivid, the 


15 English Standard Version Study Bible, 1238. 
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finest of classical Hebrew. Isaiah is particularly well acquainted with the prophetic 
tradition known to his slightly older contemporary, Amos. Four eminent Hebrew 
prophets addressed themselves to the people of Israel and Judah in the latter half of the 
8 th pre-Christian century: Amos, Hosea, Micah, and Isaiah. Strangely, no evidence 
suggests that any of these knew in person any of the others. Seemingly, they were apart 
and alone, yet Isaiah and Amos follow essentially the same lines of thought and differ 
significantly only in that Amos had addressed the northern kingdom (Israel) while Isaiah 
would emphatically include Judah and Jerusalem. ie The basic similarities in style and 
substance strongly suggest influence, direct or indirect, of the one on the other—and both 
invoke a recognizable Israelite tradition. 

Isaiah’s experience bridges the classes and occupations. Whatever his family 
circumstances—still in his youth—he came to know the face of poverty—and the 
debauchery of the rich. He was at home with the unprotected, the widowed and orphaned; 
with the dispossessed, homeless, landless; and with the resourceless victims of the 
moneyed man’s court. He was also acquainted with the rapacious authors of the 
prevailing misery: promulgators of discriminatory laws, venal judges, greedy 
landgrabbers, fancy women, thieving and carousing men of means, and irresponsible 
leaders, both civil and religious. In other words, he was intimately aware of the inequities 
and evils of human society—which may have been no worse in Israel in the 8th century 
before Christ than many critics believed they were almost everywhere in the 20th century 
after Christ. “I am fed up with roasting rams and the grease of fattened beasts,” he has 
God proclaim in a famous passage in the first chapter. 


16 English Standard Version Study Bible, 1239. 
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It is in his theology that Isaiah leans most heavily on Israelite tradition and shows 


an acquaintance with the thoughts of Amos. Isaiah shared with him and with the people 
the long-standing tradition that a special bond united Israel and God. Since patriarchal 
times, there had been an agreement, a solemn “Covenant” between them: Israel was to be 
God’s people and He was to be their God. He had chosen them and cared for them. His 
solicitude for their welfare had been clearly established. Such was the traditional message. 
Isaiah knew and honoured this ancient tradition, but, more significantly, he also shared 
the conviction of Amos that this arrangement was wholly conditional, contingent on the 
people’s conduct. Behavior such as that which Amos saw about him in Samaria and 
Isaiah saw about him in Jerusalem could cancel that Covenant, and had in fact, done so. 
That is the meaning of the vineyard parable in the fifth chapter of Isaiah. There, God is 
compared to the careful and industrious cultivator of a vineyard—Israel—who, angry at 
the “wild grapes” of injustice and violence that is his crop, threatens to take away his care 
and protection. 

As Isaiah knew him, Israel’s God did not fit into the picture of utter injustice and 
consequent misery rampant in 8th-century Israel. To that people’s God, as Isaiah knew 
him, persons mattered. God was, in fact, more concerned about people than about how 
his subjects performed for him their oft-rehearsed rituals. A literal interpretation of the 
13th verse of chapter 29 and verses 10 to 15 of chapter 1 would suggest that God finds 
the motions of worship repugnant, and this may well have been Isaiah’s meaning. He was 
overawed by the holiness—the otherness—of his God and must have thought that the 
customary gifts of meat, grain, and flattery were unseemly or, at the least, irrelevant. 
Although, like Amos, Isaiah appears most often to speak in absolutes, it is indeed 
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possible to interpret these two passages less strictly (as some scholars do) and to say that 
he spoke in relative terms and that, in his scale of religious values, he merely ranked 
moral conduct above ritual conformity. 17 The theme of facing a reality of injustice and 
other societal infractions that is contradictory to a covenantal relationship with God forms 
a unifying theme throughout Isaiah, is 

Isaiah’s theology included the sometimes comforting view that God shapes 
history, traditionally entering the human scene to rescue his people from national peril. 
But, according to Isaiah’s discomforting surmise, God could intervene quite as properly 
to chastise his own aberrant nation, and he could employ a human agent, a conquering 
foe, to that end. Isaiah could identify the agent: Assyria. 

Isaiah’s call to prophecy roughly coincides with the beginning—after a period of 
relative inactivity—of the westward expansion of the Assyrian empire under the 
victorious generalship of Tiglath-pileser III (reigned 745-727 bee). 19 Current events did 
not escape the prophet’s attention. Isaiah appears to have read the omens; he could 
clearly see in Assyria the instrument of God’s wrath: “Ah, Assyria, the rod of my anger, 
the staff of my fury! Against a godless nation I send him...” (10:5-6). 

If, then, Isaiah was prepared by schooling in tradition and life for the vision that 
set him on his prophetic course, the preparation involved the mingling in his nature of 
such elements as those sketched above. In the year that King Uzziah died (742 bee), 
according to chapter 6, Isaiah was one of a crowd gathered for an occasion at the 

17 Gayle R. O’ Day and David L. Petersen, Theological Bible Commentary (Louisville, KY: 
Westminster John Knox Press, 2009), 212. 

is Gayle R. O’ Day and David L. Petersen, Theological Bible Commentary, 212. 

19 William Sanford LaSor, David Allan Hubbard, and Frederic Wm. Bush, Old Testament Survey 
(Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1996), 299. 
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Jerusalem Temple when he became a prophet: “Go, and say to this people....” The 
experiences that had gone into the shaping of his young life—his acquaintance with the 
arrogant rich and the suffering poor; his seeming knowledge of Amos and his heritage of 
tradition, ethnic and religious; his dismay at the threat of Assyria; above all, perhaps, a 
new and overwhelming sense of the majestic holiness of God—all merged, coalesced, 
and he knew that his God was sending him with words for his people and that, reluctant 
or not, he was compelled to go .20 His vision was his moment of insight and resolve. With 
complete clarity and instantly, he knew what he must do and say. In its present 
sophisticated form the record of this experience is hardly contemporary with the event; he 
did not go home from the Temple and write down chapter 6. The record is the reflection 
not of a confident and eager youth, but of a man buffeted by long experience, embittered 
and despairing. Three times in other chapters the prophet says of his people that they 
have “refused” to hear him; it was as though he, a messenger, had been ordered 
irrationally to “close their minds, plug their ears, veil their eyes,” as he says in chapter 6 
of his errand to those to whom he was sent. 

The message that he had to deliver was bad news—unwelcome tidings. When he 
spoke, he chose unambiguous language and spoke with so much moral certainty that, as 
men normally do, his hearers did not listen nor take heed. A great deal of anguished 
living intervened between the vision itself and the writing of it. His words “How long, O 
Lord?” are an expression of utter weariness. 

If chapter 6 marks the beginning of his career as prophet, the judgment oracle 
about the conquest of Jerusalem in chapter 22 probably brings his grim story to a close. 

20 William Sanford LaSor, David Allan Hubbard, and Frederic Wm. Bush, Old Testament Survey , 

277 . 
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The last recorded words of Isaiah, in chapter 22, do nothing to relieve the sombre tone of 
his message, but they do shed further light on his mood and personality. After he had 
exclaimed in the vision in chapter 6, “How long, O Lord?” he learned to his dismay that 
even a last remaining 10th of the populace must in turn succumb; just so here the oracle 
ends with assurance of total disaster: the nation’s guilt can be purged by nothing short of 
death—“Surely this iniquity will not be forgiven you until you die....” Chapters 6 and 22 
set the tone of his message and the hue of his mood, and from the first to the last the 
gloom has not lifted. The 22nd chapter contains the most personally revealing of all 
Isaiah’s words. Quite unexpectedly, the Assyrians have lifted the siege and departed, and 
the amazed defenders of Jerusalem, flushed and jubilant, give way to celebration. Isaiah 
cannot share the celebratory spirit. For him, there has been only a postponement. Nothing 
has changed, and in his “valley of vision” he sees the day of rout and confusion that God 
yet has in store for Zion. He lays bare his private grief: Look away from me, let me weep 
bitter tears; do not try to comfort me for the destruction of my beloved people. 

The historical allusions in the scattered chapters of Isaiah’s work agree with the 
title verse, according to which he was a contemporary of the Judaean kings Uzziah, 
Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah. His prophetic call is precisely dated by him “in the year that 
King Uzziah died.” 

A part of chapter 7 refers to the event of the year 734 when Ephraim and Syria 
jointly threatened King Ahaz of Judah. In 732 Tiglath-pileser conquered Damascus, the 
fall of which Isaiah had anticipated. In 722 Samaria, the capital of Ephraim, fell to King 
Sargon of Assyria, which event Isaiah had also foreseen. By the end of the century (701) 
Sennacherib had laid siege to Jerusalem—and had subsequently withdrawn. Chapters 
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1:4-8; 10:27-34; 28:14-22; 30:1-7; and 31:1-4 point to those difficult days when 
Jerusalem was beleaguered and King Hezekiah feverishly sought help from Egypt. Isaiah 
brought sparse comfort to his kings—even when the siege was lifted, as noted in the 
passage cited from chapter 22. 

It would be wrong to suppose that Isaiah came to Israel simply to announce the 
approaching disaster. Painfully sensitive to the rottenness of his society, Isaiah foresaw 
its consequent collapse. But he also knew and offered an alternative to tragedy: his 
people’s survival depended on their acceptance again of the ancient moral demands. By 
returning they might be saved. Because Isaiah spoke for God and of God, his goal was to 
redirect his people into the ways acceptable to the God. By their conduct they had 
alienated God. Isaiah’s desire was to save them from catastrophe. He screamed dread 
warnings and pleaded for amendment. He gave way to despair only because his program 
had no success. His people seemed to him bent on self-destruction, and Isaiah saw it 
unfolding. Isaiah stands in violent opposition to the generals ready to go to Egypt for help 
against the Assyrians laying siege to Zion. Isaiah looked neither to allies nor to 
armaments for security. Isaiah’s attitude was if it is God who decides the destiny of 
nations, security is for God to grant and for men to deserve. Isaiah reconciled himself to 
the response of the moral demand to do what God had assigned his hands to do. 

There is no consensus as concerns the precise limits of the words of the 8th- 
century Isaiah or the degree of consistency with which he sustained his tragic monotone. 
Certainly in his book as it has come down, his nature is elusive—both stem and tender. 
Magnificently hopeful passages constantly mingle with the prevailing atmosphere of 
doom. Possibly the name Immanuel (God Is with Us), prophesied for the child who shall 
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be a sign from God that Judah will not be overcome by Israel and Syria, expresses the 
confidence that God will never forsake his people. 

Although Isaiah was far from popular in his day, he does appear to have attracted 
some followers: “Seal the teaching among my disciples.” These may have been the circle 
that kept alive his name and his words—in writing or learned “by heart”—the nucleus of 
what was to become, through a developing tradition, the biblical Book of Isaiah. And 
quite possibly successive generations of such Isaiah-men, piously keeping his words alive 
through radically changing times, added the sustaining messages of hope, well designed 
to seize the fancy of suffering humanity down the centuries. 

The Greek translation of Isaiah by Jewish scholars (the Septuagint), accomplished 
before the Christian Era, reflects a developing tradition of interpretation; it renders the 
Hebrew 'alma (“young woman”) as parthenos (“virgin”) in the verse (7:14) about 
Immanuel, thus drawing Isaiah further into the messianic ring. Now it is a virgin who 
“shall conceive and bear a son.” The promise of a more than ordinary king, a “messiah,” 
was enticing. According to the New Testament accounts, when Jesus entered a synagogue 
in Nazareth and got up to read, they handed him a scroll of Isaiah. He read the beginning 
of chapter 61, “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed 
me...,” and he said, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled.” 

The Gospels lean more heavily on the Book of Isaiah than on any other prophetic 
text. Beyond any denominational differences is the utopian dream, the “swords-into- 
plowshares” passage in Isaiah 2. These and many gleaming words from the expanded 
Book of Isaiah live on in the present day and today’s culture. 
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King Uzziah was Judah’s king who died after serving a long reign and there was 
no leadership to replace him. Assyria was Judah’s enemy and was building its military 
strength. Isaiah sought Yahweh for guidance. (Isaiah 6:1). The glorious reality is that 
Isaiah saw the Lord Himself “sitting on a throne, high and lifted up, and the train of His 
robe filled the temple; He reigned as the sovereign king. Six winged creatures called 
seraphim or “burning ones” were crying over the King’s throne .21 They declared to one 
another, “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of Hid glory” 
(Isaiah 6:3). Seemingly, Isaiah was impacted by the experience of having seen the Lord. 
Isaiah’s favorite term for God was the Holy One of Israel which he used 25 times out of 
the 31 occurrences in the entire Old Testament .22 Yahweh’s sovereignty as the Holy One 
of Israel impacted Isaiah’s life by exposing not only his own depravity, but also his entire 
generation’s depravity in the light of the Lord’s absolute moral purity. For Isaiah and his 
generation there was also moral accountability before the Creator of the ends of the 
earth .23 

The Lord God is consistently demonstrated by the prophet Isaiah as the infinite 
Creator who is sovereign over the world He created. He is from everlasting to everlasting. 
He is the God who is and the God who has spoken (Hebrews 11:6; 1:1-3). He is the giver 
of life and it is through Him that “life, breath and all things” move and have their being 
(Acts 17:25, 27). Yahweh is the transcendent God who reigns in sovereign majesty above 
His creation and who is providentially by His hand working out all things by His will 

21 R. C. Sprout, The Holiness of God ( Wheaton, IL: Tyndale Publishers, 1998), 26. 

22 B. Beyer, Encountering the Book of Isaiah (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic Press), 33. 

23 H. Bultema, Commentary on Isaiah (Grand Rapids, MI: Kregal Publishing), 21. 
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(Romans 8:28; Ephesians 1:11). In chapter 40 of Isaiah’s prophecy this is upheld. 

Yahweh is omnipotent and has absolute power and authority, unlike false gods, who have 
no power. He holds redemptive love and is the only Savior of mankind. Hindson states 
that the pagan nations around Israel could not testify to a god like the Holy One of 
Israel .24 Isaiah’s life was impacted by God so much so that his passion and faith were 
unshakeable, so for Isaiah, this was a God to believe in. 

Isaiah’s ministry indicated that people needed to turn to the Holy One of Israel, 
the only God and Savior, and repent of their idolatrous ways. “There is no other God 
beside me, a just God and Savior.. .Look to Me, and be saved, All you ends of the earth! 
For I am God, and there is no other” (Isaiah 45:21-22). 

Man was created with a stewardship of responsibility, to manage Yahweh’s 
property, resources and priorities. 25 There must be good stewardship of the earth’s 
resources, human relationships, and in this present age Christians must work hard to 
conduct themselves in a manner as much as possible to emulate Jesus. Christians are to 
be the lights of the world if others are to be drawn to Christ. “To be created in the image 
of God means that we as humans have the ability and privilege of knowing, loving and 
serving God as we fulfill our spiritual potential. Human life is precious to God and we 
must treat people as such.. .”26 

In the Old Testament pericope that is used for this paper, there is the call to give 
thanksgiving and praise. God is praised for his mighty deeds and all the earth should 

24 E. Hindson, King James Bible Commentary (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1999), 

822. 

25 H. Lockyer, Sr., Nelson’s Illustrated Bible Dictionary> (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson 
Publishers, 1986), 502. 
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know, and God is present with those who sing His praises. As Christians, the entire world 
is to be told about Jesus so that those who don’t know Jesus in the pardon of their sins 
can come to know him and be saved. The gospel of Jesus Christ is to be spread forever. 

Exegesis Matthew 28:18-20 

is Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I 
have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

The book of Matthew tells of the good news that the long-awaited Messiah has 
come to save people—both Jews and Gentiles. It was probably written sometime before 
the Romans destroyed the temple in Jerusalem in A. D. 70. Matthew uses much of the 
Gospel to show that Jesus is the promised Messiah of the Old Testament. Matthew quotes 
the Old Testament often and uses the phrase “kingdom of heaven” from the Old 
Testament frequently. Because of this, many people think he was writing his Gospel to 
the Jewish people. 

Matthew also presents Christ as the great teacher who helps us understand God’s 
law and tells the people about the kingdom of God and what it is. Most of Christ’s 
teachings are found in The Sermon on the Mount, instructions to the disciples, and what 
discipleship means, the parables and in discussing the end of time and the coming of the 
kingdom of heaven. 

Although the first Gospel is anonymous, the early church fathers were unanimous 
in holding that Matthew, one of the 12 apostles, was its author. The Gospel was attributed 
to the Apostle Matthew in the second century as a way of affirming its authentic witness 
to the apostolic faith. It can be surmised that the author was of Jewish background, a 
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Diaspora Jew, who had grown up in a Hellenistic city, knowing the traditions and 
methods of the synagogue, but had never received the formal scribal training that was 
becoming standard for scribes in formative Judaism. He likely was a teacher within his 
community, though difficult to describe in official terms. Matthew, whose name means 
“gift of the Lord,” was a tax collector who left his work to follow Jesus (Matthew 9:9 - 
13). Matthew ironically wrote the book of Matthew and was of Jewish origin but worked as 
a tax collector for the Roman Empire. Matthew (being a tax collector) was expected to be 
able to write in a form of shorthand. This ability means that Matthew would’ve been able to 
record what Jesus preached just about word for word making it the most accurate of the 
gospels in term of Jesus’ teachings. Matthew went by the name of Levi. 

Tax collectors worked for the Romans by paying a certain amount to them, then 
going around and collecting taxes to reimburse themselves. Some have argued on the basis 
of its Jewish characteristics that Matthew’s Gospel was written in the early church period, 
possibly the early AD 50s, when the church was largely Jewish and the gospel was 
preached to Jews only (Acts 11:19). Others feel that Matthew was written in the late 50s 
or in the 60s. Persons who assume that Mark was written between 65 and 70, place 
Matthew in the 70s or even later, but there is insufficient evidence to support either 
statement. 

Several locations for the Matthean community have been argued: Palestine 
(Galilee, Caesarea, Jerusalem), Syria (Tyre, Sidon, Antioch), Egypt (Alexandria), Trans¬ 
jordan (Pella)27 The majority of scholars favor Antioch. Internal evidence of the Gospel 
points to some Greek-speaking urban area where Jews and Christians were in intense 

27 M. Eugene Boring, An Introduction to the New Testament History, Literature, Theology 
(Louisville, KY: Westminister John Knox Press, 2012), 536. 
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interaction .28 (2) Peter is prominent in both Matthew and in Antiochene tradition which 
make him the first bishop of Antioch. 29 The contacts with Ignatius, the Didache, and the 
Gospel of the Nazarenes, all related to the region of Syria or Antioch in particular, point 
to this area as the origin of the Gospel of Matthew. 30 

The Jewish nature of Matthew’s Gospel may suggest that it was written in the 
Holy Land, though many think it may have originated in Syrian Antioch. The church in 
Antioch had a large Greek-speaking Jewish population and was at the forefront of the 
mission to the Gentiles, a theme Matthew emphasizes (Matthew 28:18 - 20). Situating 
Matthew in Antioch fits the situation described in Acts, where Palestinian Christians 
started the Antiochene church, which then developed a Gentile Mission and the resulting 
tensions. 31 Matthew is known as the ecclesiastical Gospel, the only Gospel to use the 
word “church” (16:18; 18:17). Matthew may have grownup along with some members of 
his community as Jews in the period before the 66-70 war, with the synagogue as their 
spiritual home. Matthew has interests that are distinctively Jewish: his fundamental 
affirmation not only of the Law but of Jewish tradition (5:17-20; 23:3), of the importance 
of the Sabbath (24:20), the holy city (5:35, 4:5; 27:53), the validity of temple and Jewish 
festivals (5:23-24; 26:17-30). Prior to Easter, the Matthean Jesus limits the mission to 
Israel (10:5-6; 15:24). He doesn’t feel the need to explain Jewish customs. Matthew’s 
Gospel contains texts that suggest his community had been—and perhaps still was in his 


28 Boring, 536. 

29 Boring, 536. 

30 Boring, 537. 


3 i Boring, 537. 
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own time—subject to the disciplinary measures of the synagogue authorities (10:17-23; 
23:2). “Gentiles” can be used as synonymous with “pagan” (5:47; 6:7, 32: 18:17; 20:25). 

The recipients were a Jewish or Jewish-Christian people. Matthew’s concern was 
fulfillment of the Old Testament—his tracing of Jesus’ descent from Abraham (1:1 — 

17); his lack of Jewish customs; his use of Jewish tenninology; and his emphasis of Jesus’ 
role as “Son of David” (1:1; 9:27; 12:23; 15:22;20:30 - 31; 21:9,15; 22:41 - 45). 

Matthew does not restrict his Gospel to the Jews. He records the coming of the Magi 
(non-Jews) to worship the infant Jesus (2:1 - 12), as well as Jesus’ statement of the Great 
Commission (28:18 - 20). Matthew’s Gospel has a universal outlook—just as the 
Bible—good for all time for all people. 

Matthew’s purpose for writing is to confirm for his Jewish-Christian readers that 
Jesus is their Messiah. He does this by primarily showing how Jesus in his life and 
ministry fulfilled the Old Testament Scriptures. Matthew includes many proof texts 
unique to his Gospel (1:22 -23; 2:15; 2:17 - 18; 2:23; 4:14-16; 8:17; 12: 17-21; 13:35; 
27:9 - 10) to drive home the basic theme: Jesus is the fulfillment of the Old Testament 
predictions of the Messiah. Matthew even finds the history of God’s people in the Old 
Testament recapitulated in some aspects of Jesus’ life (Hosea 11:1 and 2:15). 

This Gospel or one of its sources may have been used as a training manual for 
new Christians (Matthew 28:19); rabbis taught oral traditions, but Jewish Christians 
needed a body of Jesus’ teachings in writing for Gentile converts.32 Matthew repeatedly 
emphasizes that Jesus fulfills the Jewish Scriptures, and argues from those Scriptures the 
way a trained scribe would. He portrays Jesus as the epitome of Israel’s hopes for his 

32 Craig S. Keener, The IVP Bible Background Commentary (Downers Grace, IL: InterVarsity 
Press), 45. 
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Jewish audience, but also emphasizes missions to the Gentiles: outreach to the Gentiles is 
rooted both in the Old Testament and in Jesus’ teaching .33 Matthew is quick to 
counterattack the religious leaders of his day who have attacked the followers of Jesus; 
but he also warns of the growing dangers of apostate religious leadership within the 
Christian community. 34 

Prior to the destruction of the temple, early missionaries of the Jesus movement 
evangelized Matthew’s Jewish community in Syria. They became believers in Jesus as 
the Son of Man, the fulfillment of their hopes for the coming Messiah, without ever 
dreaming that this would eventually alienate them from their religious and cultural home 
in Judaism. They believed that Jesus was the Messiah and would soon return in power, 
but neither for themselves nor for their fellow Jews did this mean a separation from 
Judaism .35 

Matthew’s entire Gospel is woven around five discourses: The Sermon on the 
Mount, The Commissioning of the 12 Apostles, The Parables of the Kingdom, The 
Discourse on Life in the Kingdom and The Olivet Discourse. 36 Aside from the 
discourses, there is the birth and early life of Jesus and his stay in Egypt along with the 
beginnings of Jesus’ ministry. Inclusive in this Gospel narrative is the birth of Jesus 
through the resurrection and the Great Commission (Matthew 28:16 - 20). 

In comparing six translations, the King James Bible, the New Revised Standard 
Version, and the English Standard Version, verse 18 begins with the conjunction and, 

33 Keener,45. 

34 Keener,46. 

35 Boring, An Introduction to the New Testament History, Literature, Theology, 537. 


36 Boring, 538. 
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stating that Jesus came whereas the New Jerusalem Bible starts verse 18 stating Jesus 
came and the New International Version states then Jesus came. The words and and then 
are considered as joining words or conjunctions which let the reader know that something 
took place prior to verse 18. In all of the translations except the King James Version, 
Jesus states, “All authority has been given to me on heaven and on earth or in heaven,” 
whereas in the King James Version, Jesus states, “All power is given unto me in heaven 
and in earth.” The King James Version uses the present tense whereas the other 
translations use the present perfect tense. All translations, verb tense wise, accentuate the 
fact that the power and authority in heaven and on earth were with Jesus then, are with 
Jesus now, and will be with him forever. 

Verse 19 of this text in the six translations has go therefore and make 
disciples.. .using the same wording but the King James Version says, Go and teach... 
although the New International Version has therefore before the word go. In verse 20, the 
New Revised Standard Version and the New International Version begin and teaching ; 
but the English Standard Version begins teaching ; the New Jerusalem Bible begins and 
teach and the King James Version, the New American Standard Bible, and the English 
Standard Version begin teaching them... The word observed is used in the King James 
Version, the New American Standard Bible, the English Standard Version, and the New 
Jerusalem Bible; and but is omitted in the New International Version. The word obey is 
used in the New Revised Standard Version. To let people know that Jesus is with them 
until the end of the age, the King James Version, and the New American Standard Bible 
begins with and io, whereas the New Revised Standard Version uses the word remember. 
The English Standard Version uses behold , the New Jerusalem Bible look, and the New 
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International Version uses the term surely. Each verse gives assurance through the 
terminology that Jesus is with you until the end of the age—forever. No one has to worry 
in carrying out the command that Jesus gave. A form of the word command, whether past 
(commanded) or present (commands) is used in the six translations. Verse 20 continues to 
place emphasis on what Jesus definitely wants to have done until the world is no more. 

Go and make are important words in verse 19 of this passage. So are the words, 
disciples and baptize , which is a form of the word baptizing. Disciples are learners, 
students or followers of Jesus. 37 Baptize means to dip, to immerse, or to submerge in 
water.38 Teaching means imparting knowledge. 39 The word, commands, is also important. 
The commands are instructions, God’s mandates—the entire body of Laws issued by God 
to Moses for Israel;4o in other words, how we are to live our lives daily on this Christian 
journey. This passage of scripture Matthew 28:18 - 20 is known as the Great commission. 
The Great Commission applies to everyone and all persons’ purposes should be the same 
wherever they are—in any city in the United States or out of the United States in any 
country, overseas. To make disciples means we are to teach people the ways of Jesus, 
who He is and how we should live our lives on a daily basis4i. According to Matthew, 
Jesus was with his disciples for three years before He felt they were ready to go into the 
world. 


37 Leonard Sweet and Frank Viola, Jesus (Nashville: TN, 2012), 135. 

38 Sweet and Viola, 219. 

39 Sweet and Viola, 221. 

40 Sweet and Viola, 221. 


41 Sweet and Viola, 135. 
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Anyone who is brought to Christ should have time in fellowship with other 
Christians to ensure that the person understands biblical principles and how these 
principles should govern their life and behaviors. In verse 19 of the Great Commission, 
we are told, “baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. To be baptized—baptism—is simply an outward sign of an inward change in 
persons professing faith and commitment to God. Baptism is a human act. Pastors—both 
male and female—do the baptizing. As far as converting goes, that takes place in the 
heart of all people. God is the only one who is able to change people’s hearts. 

As Christians, the message of Jesus Christ is to be shared in our everyday lives. 
Jesus commands this because He did what no one else could do. He shed His blood for 
our sins. Through Him, we have the gift of eternal life and forgiveness of our sins. 

Because of what Jesus did for us, we should be thrilled and elated with all reverence to 
carry out the assignment of the Great Commission because in verse 20 Jesus states that he 
will be with us always even until the end of the age. With the Holy Spirit working 
through us, Jesus is the only one who is able to give us strength and provide us with the 
courage to carry out His command as expressed in “The Great Commission.” As never 
before in the history of mankind, the Good News of the Gospel is available and has been 
available to so many. This is foretold by Jesus Christ in Matthew 24:14 which states “And 
this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, 
and then the end will come.” The instructions given by Christ Jesus in His Great 
Commission to the disciples in Matthew 28:18-20 states, “Then Jesus came to them and 
said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
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Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am 
with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

In first-century Palestine, the word disciple didn’t mean what it means today. 

Rather, it meant apprentice.42 A disciple was someone who learned a skill or way of life 
from a teacher.43 With respect to Jesus, a disciple was a follower—not just of a set of 
teachings but of an entire way of living.44 Throughout his ministry, Jesus called many 
people to follow him and He ministered to multitudes, but at some point during his ministry, 
he specifically selected twelve men out of all His disciples to live with Him and eventually 
carry on His ministry.45 

Evangelism is proclaiming God's heart to the people who live without God’s 
guidelines of truth, as expressed in scripture. Evangelism with the heart of God is 
worshipping God and glorifying Him, reaching out to others, witnessing about the Good 
News. Worshipping God means to rejoice in God and to reveal Jesus in one’s life. 

Authors David Wheeler and Vernon M. Whaley in "The Great Commission to 
God" book, emphasizes the importance of worship to the reader in order for Christians to 
become Great Commission worshippers. Believers should desire to live God's will 
according to God’s way. Because God created us for glorifying him and worshipping him, 
he poured out the Holy Spirit to Christians for discipleship. If believers want to live faithful 
lives and achieve God’s Great Commission, they should continue loving God by 
worshipping God and loving neighbors as Jesus showed us the evangelistic life. 

42 Sweet and Viola, 142. 

43 Sweet and Viola, 145. 

44 Sweet and Viola, 146. 


45 Sweet and Viola, 147. 
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The Great Commission is prefaced with one of the most important Christological 
statements in Matthew’s Gospel: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. ”46 This is a similar declaration that was made in Matthewl 1:27 “All things have been 
handed over to me by my Father.” Jesus is revealing his authority, but His ruling authority 
is in his mind .47 With great confidence, one can assert that the fundamental idea underlying 
verse 18 is the conviction that Jesus the Messiah has been exalted through death and 
resurrection to the “right hand of God” as predicted by Psalm 110:1, Acts 2:34-35; Romans 
8:34, Ephesians 1:20; Colossians 3:1 and Hebrews 1:3 where he sits and reigns “until he 
has put all his enemies under his feet.”48 According to Matthew, Jesus is not waiting 
passively in heaven for his glorious arrival as judge and king but is already exercising his 
Lordship as God’s plenipotentiary Son .49 The Great Commission is thus founded on Jesus’ 
present Lordship. The target of the Commission is as translated, to all nations. However, it 
is not possible to baptize a nation so clearly the reference to verse 19 is to baptize the 
people who comprise the nation, the Gentile world, although Jewish converts are not 
excluded. 

Discipleship to Jesus means mission to others. The call to follow Jesus is a call to 
participate in “mission” gathering,” a call that leaves no room for any middle ground. There 
can be no neutrality. To not become a disciple is to be committed against the word of God. 

46Douglas R. A. Hare, Interpretation Matthew (Louisville, KY: John Knox Press), 333. 

47 Hare, 334. 

4 «Hare, 334. 

49 Stephen M. Miller, The Complete Guide to the Bible (Uhrichsville, OH: Barbour Publishing 
Company), 183. 
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In today’s world, this means that those who take Matthew seriously cannot regard Jesus as 
merely a “personal savior” and the church as a religious support group for personal needs. 
Matthew’s perspective lets us see our world as involved in a conflict of claims to 
sovereignty, a conflict in which persons cannot be spectators but must take sides. In this 
conflict, the church is a missionary community standing against the idolization of cultural 
values rather than putting a divine stamp of approval on them. To belong to the church as 
envisioned by Matthew is to be involved in its mission and participate in the struggle. 

Matthew’s presentation of Jesus conflicts with the scribes. The Roman order 
touched every dimension of life both in Jerusalem and Judea and in Galilee where Jesus 
conducted most of his ministry. Because the crucified and resurrected Jesus is present in 
power on earth as well as in heaven, the earthly realm itself is being transformed. Matthew 
regards the cross from the standpoint of the victim; divine power resides not with the 
executioner, but with the one crucified. For Rome, the crucifixion of Jesus is another 
successful pacification. For Matthew, the cross is the turning point of history, the definitive 
revelation of God’s true identity and character. 

Matthew’s kingdom language comes from a rich background of religious usage in 
the ancient Near East, the Old Testament, early Judaism, the preaching and teaching of 
Jesus, and early Christianity. The people to whom Matthew wrote used kingdom language 
as integral to their everyday secular world and had long been accustomed to its use in a 
meaningful religious sense. In the opening paragraphs of the Gospel, Matthew presents the 
reader with a genealogy, tracing Jesus’ ancestry through the kings of Israel and Judah. In it 
he includes the announcement of the birth of the “king of the Jews;” King Herod’s 
responsive effort to destroy Jesus; and John’s announcement that the kingdom is “at hand” 
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(l:2-3:2)—none of which need explaining for his first readers. The modem reader does not 


live in a world where kings and kingdoms are an operative principle and must exercise 
historical study and imagination in order to understand what is being expressed in 
Matthew’s affirmation of the kingdom of hcavcn/God.so 

Matthew’s story of Jesus is told within the overarching apocalyptic framework of 
cosmic conflict. The plot is dominated by the conflict of the kingdoms. The conflict is not 
between Jesus and the Jewish leaders, or between the Roman Empire and the kingdom of 
God, but that the narrative unfolds as the earthly, historical segment of a cosmic story 
(4:1 - 11; 12:22 - 32; 13:36 - 39). This worldly conflict points beyond itself; thus, God is 
the hidden actor in the story throughout. Satan is the hidden opponent. 

The single most encompassing image within which Matthew’s theological 
affirmations take place is that of the “kingdom of heaven.” It unites the message of John 
(3:2), Jesus (4:17), and the disciples, pre- and post-Easter (10:7). The message the 
church continues to preach is the “good news of the kingdom” (24:14). The words 
“Kingdom and King” are used seventy-one times in a theological sense. 

“The Kingdom of Heaven” and “the Kingdom of God mean exactly the same 
thing for Matthew and are used interchangeably in 19:23 - 24. In this phrase, “heaven” 
does not refer to the place of God’s dwelling but is a reverential circumlocution used in 
Jewish circles to avoid pronouncing the sacred name of God. 51 Since “kingdom” is a 
verbal noun whose primary connotation is not territory but ruling power, “reign” or “rule” 


50 Boring, 240. 

51 Boring, 243. 
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often being the best translation, both “kingdom of heaven” and “kingdom of God” mean 
primarily “God’s reign,” “the sovereign power of God functioning as King .”52 
Matthew refers to the Son of Man’s having a kingdom (13:41; 16:28) and 
identifies the Son of Man as Jesus. Matthew knows of only one divine kingdom. Just as 
“kingdom of God,” “kingdom of heaven,” and “kingdom of [my/their] Father” all refer to 
the same dynamic reality, and not to three separate kingdoms; so also the kingdom of the 
Son of Man is simply another name for the kingdom of heaven/God/the Father .53 

The devil, too, has a “kingdom,” which has usurped and continues to oppose the 
true reign of God over the creation (12:26; cf. 4:8). The other kingdoms of this world are 
pictured by Matthew as agents of this kingdom. Herod the Great tried to destroy the 
Messiah; Herod Antipas killed John the Baptist. The conflict of these two kingdoms 
forms the plot of Matthew’s narrative and the essence of his theology. 

The Christological titles Matthew uses most prominently demonstrate the 
Gospel’s creative tensions: Jesus is both the Son of God and Son of Man (or “the human 
one”)—at once the manifestation of divine rule and the representative of common 
humanity. Matthew’s depiction of Jesus as both the Son of God and Son of Man takes on 
comical expression in the story of the triumphal entry into Jerusalem (21:1-11), where 
Jesus rides not one but two animals—a donkey and a colt—that together symbolize Jesus’ 
identity as king and servant .54 As Son of Man, Jesus is both the human Christ—rejected, 
homeless, and marginalized—and the heavenly judge anticipated in the apocalyptic 

52Boring, 247. 

53 Boring, 250. 


54 Day and Petersen, 295. 
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tradition since Daniel. As the Son of God, Jesus demonstrates both divine power and 
complete trust in and obedience to God. 55 Jesus is also the Son of David, but as one who 
heals and saves his people, rather than merely a political ruler.56 Jesus fulfills Israel’s 
messianic hopes associated with each of these titles, but at the same time breaks tradition. 
In this way, Matthew establishes Jesus as a figure who is at once continuous and 
discontinuous with Jewish expectation. 

Matthew’s depiction of the relationship between God, Jesus, and the people of 
Israel is yet another key tension. Matthew designates Jesus as the one who “will save the 
people from their sins” (1:21), but leaves to wonderment whether God has abandoned 
Israel in favor of the church or in profound irony, saved the very people who call for 
Jesus’ death. His people are Israel’s Messiah who comes to heal, gather and restore, but 
at the same time is the cause of division .57 The Gospel of Matthew presents Jesus as the 
definitive expression of God’s presence and power. The question became whether or not 
faithful vision, hope, and practice could be nurtured under the brutal and violent 
dominion of a world power that proclaimed itself the embodiment of “salvation and 
peace.” For Matthew, God’s presence and power are not discerned in association with 
human forms of power—whether Jewish elites or Roman emperors—but in Jesus of 
Nazareth, to whom all power in heaven and on earth has been granted. The crucified and 
risen Jesus is present among the disciples as “God with us” (Matthew 1:23; 28:18 — 20). 


55 Day and Petersen, 295. 

56 Day and Petersen, 296. 


57 Day and Petersen, 296. 
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As the incarnate presence of God and the agent of God’s power, Jesus breaches the 
boundaries between the human and the divine and between heaven and earth. 58 

Matthew is supremely interested in ethics, by which he means the will of god 
(6:10; 7:21; 12:50; 18:14; 21:31; 26:42) summed up as righteousness and justice (3:15; 
5:6; 10, 20; 6:1, 33; 21:32). To do right is to do the will of God. Although the Matthean 
Jesus speaks with the authority of God, giving specific instructions for doing the will of 
God, Matthew’s ethic is not expressed in a list of rules, but in the Matthean story as a 
whole. This story is not only the story of Jesus that provides the substance and plot of 
Matthew’s narrative, but the metanarrative of which it is a part, the story of God from 
creation to eschaton, of which the Jesus story is the defining center .59 Although Matthew 
insists that the Law and the Prophets, as interpreted by Jesus, represent God’s will and 
must be done, the will of God is finally revealed in a life of discipleship with the 
command to love God and neighbor as its essential norm. 

After the resurrection, the invitation to discipleship is open to all people of all 
nations. People are not called to become individual believers but are to be enlisted as 
disciples within the Christian community, whose reception of the Christian message in 
faith must be actualized in their lives .60 The call to the fishers (4:18-22), the tax collector 
(9:9), and the rest of the Twelve (10:1-4) is now extended to all, as an extension of the 
call to Abraham and in accord with the promise that all nations would finally be blessed 
through him (Genesisl2:l-3)6i Baptism is the act marking a transition from outside the 

58 Day and Petersen, 293. 

5‘->Tlie New Interpreters Bible (Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press), 503. 

60 Interpreters Bible , 503. 


6i Interpreters Bible , 505. 
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Christian community to discipleship within it .62 The disciples are given authority, not 
only to baptize but also to teach. Disciples are to instruct in all that Jesus taught. 

Matthew presents Jesus as an authoritative teacher whose interpretations of the 
Torah and directives about the will of God are understood and practiced by the disciples. 
This image becomes a central aspect of the church’s continuing mission: to make 
disciples of all nations, teaching them to obey all that Jesus, the supreme teacher, has 
commanded63 (28:16 - 18). 

Matthew has little to say about the presence of the Holy Spirit in the life of the 
post-Easter community of faith. His way of doing this is to speak of the continuing 
presence of Christ, equated with the presence of God, the presence of the Holy Spirit.64 
The last words of the risen Jesus are “Remember, I am with you always, to the end of the 
age.” There is no ascension in Matthew; the risen Christ remains with his disciples. 
(28:20)With 1:23, this text embraces the whole Gospel, affirming the continuing presence 
of God. Jesus sends out his disciples, authorizing and empowering them to continue his 
own work (10:1-5). Those who receive Jesus’ disciples receive Jesus himself, and those 
who receive him receive God. Jesus himself, the exalted Son of Man, accompanies his 
church through history as the one active in preaching the gospel throughout the world. It 
is the transcendent Christ who continues to build the church. Within the church, there is a 
need for both rigorous discipline and profound forgiveness of and for each other if the 
church is to live together as Christ’s disciples The Missionary Discourse is the address of 

62 H. D. M. Spence and Joseph S. Exell The Pulpit Commentary (Peabody, MA: Hendrickson 
Publishers), 409. 

63 Spence and Exell, 410. 


64 Boring, 545. 
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Christ to his disciples who are sent forth in mission as representatives of Christ and with 
his authority. The disciples are called and they respond to Jesus’ authoritative word. 

Their discipleship is not the fulfillment of their own religious quest, or based on their 
seeing Jesus’ miracles or hearing his teachings, but the result of Jesus’ effective call. 

They don’t know where they are going, except to follow Jesus and learn along the way. 
The sacred space of God’s presence is no longer the temple but wherever “two or three” 
gather in Jesus’ name (18:20). Matthew confirms that Jesus “fulfills the law” (5:17-20) 
even as his teachings and practices radicalize and stretch it. Matthew presents Jesus as a 
figure like Moses and as the fulfillment of prophetic vision and hope, especially that of 
Isaiah and Jeremiah.65 

The Gospel of Matthew presents Jesus’ life as one worthy of emulation, as the 
one who redirects human destiny and as a revelatory figure whose life and ministry cross 
the boundaries between heaven and earth, inviting the hearers into the mysteries of God’s 
presence in and purposes for the world. Death is no longer the ultimate barrier, in which 
the boundaries of heaven and earth are breaking down, and where divine power is loose 
in the world among humans, albeit not with those who practice domination and 
violence.66 In Matthew, humans now possess, like Jesus, the power to forgive sins (9:8), 
to cast out unclean spirits, heal disease, cleanse lepers and even raise the dead (10:1, 8). 
Like Jesus, Matthew’s disciples can even walk on water (14:28-32). Matthew 
democratizes divine power, but the disciples are not to use this power for their own sake, 
or to “lord it over” others, as do the rulers of the Gentiles (20:25-28). They are not to be 

65 O’Day and Petersen, 294. 
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called “rabbi”, “father,” or “master” or to exalt themselves or seek public honor as do the 
scribes and Pharisees (23:2-12). Instead, divine power is expressed in servanthood and 
humiliation, in being slaves to one another. (20:26-28; 23:11-12). Therefore, in order to 
carry out The Great Commission, the step taken is a very bold one, but mankind does not 
have to be afraid because Jesus says, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me.. .1 am with you always to, to the very end of the age.” 

In summary, according to Scripture, the idea of prophecy is to bring forth in light 
and refers to someone who is an interpreter or forth-teller of the divine will of God. A 
prophet can also refer to someone who was used by God to reveal what would happen in 
the future. Those persons in the Bible who did that had to meet God’s standard of 100 
percent accuracy 100 percent of the time, or they were to be declared to be false prophets 
and put to death (Deuteronomy 13:1-5). The purpose of prophecy has been fulfilled by 
many throughout the Bible. There are those that claim to be able to reveal the future, but 
they do not meet the Deuteronomic standard of prophecy. They are part of the group of 
false teachers that both Peter (2 Peter 2:1 and Paul warn us about. The more fundamental 
aspect of prophecy is that of forth telling or proclaiming what God had said. The prophet 
was one who was an interpreter in explaining God’s will. This was true of Old Testament 
prophets. Further, this happened in the New Testament and is still true today. There is the 
Christian and the preacher that boldly declares God’s will based on what the Bible says 
as in the mandate of the Great Commission. 

Peter 2:9 states that everyone who is a Christian has been called by God to be “a 
people for His own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has 
called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.” Every believer is to proclaim God. 
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They are to speak with reverence and respect remembering that the word of God is” 
living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the 
division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and 
intentions of the heart” (Hebrews 4:12). Persons need not fear their adversaries because 
God states that He will be with them always, even to the end of the age. 

Both the Old and the New Testament pericopes of examined Scripture bear 
witness to the fact that every Christian has been called to spread the gospel, to evangelize 
and to make disciples of all men so that the word of God reaches everyone, the 
Commission mandate. 



CHAPTER THREE 


HISTORICAL FOUNDATIONS 


Because of the commission mandate, in today’s world, within the church and 
outside of the walls of the church, there is a tremendous need for discipleship and 
evangelism to bring the unsaved and the unchurched to Christ. One cannot assume that 
because a person is sitting in the pew of a church, that he has accepted Christ. Further, it 
is not simply the responsibility of clergy to bring souls to Christ and to be disciples and 
make disciples for Christ. Once persons have accepted Christ as Lord and Savior of their 
lives, whether clergy or laity, it is their responsibility to bring others to Christ and make 
disciples. All people who have accepted Christ as Lord and Savior of their lives are called 
to be disciples and to make disciples as stated in Isaiah and according to the Great 
Commission as stated in Matthew. 

This chapter will address from a historical viewpoint a model of ministry that is 
necessary to establish a standard which proposes definite implications for discipleship 
using Dietrich Bonhoeffer as a major proponent of what it means to be a true disciple. 
Also, what Bonhoeffer did in bringing others to true discipleship through mentorship will 
be discussed. Additionally, requisites necessary as exemplified in the life of Bonhoeffer 
will be presented. The life of Dietrich Bonhoeffer and some of his experiences as he 
epitomized true discipleship and his role in making disciples for Christ will be presented. 
Karl Barth and David Bosch will be mentioned also. 


64 
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The “Great Commission” is a command that lies at the heart of the Church and is 


a command from which the Church operates. The command ends with the definite 
promise that Jesus will be with all of his disciples until the end of the age; therefore, 
mankind has nothing to fear. This command is not one to be ignored, but is one that 
should always be a constant part of the Church's functioning as well as that of every 
believer. 

A comprehensive program of outreach, discipleship and evangelism that brings 
the message of salvation to every individual on earth regardless of their walk in life is 
very much needed in the context where the writer of this paper serves. This statement is 
made because the congregation appears to be content as they are. However, the church 
has become stagnant and there is little growth. Because of the age of persons in the 
church, if there is no evangelism, outreach and discipleship among the communities near 
the church, the Church as a community of faith will possibly die although the church as a 
building will still exist. However, the building is not the Church. The Church is a body of 
believers in community together studying Scripture, worshipping and praising God, 
lifting up His name and saving souls, being true disciples for Christ, etc. 

After people are brought into the kingdom of God through conversion, God asks 
these same people to make a difference in their world. Lives should be reformed whether 
in families, individually or in community through evangelism. Evangelism means 
teaching people to obey God’s law, through the empowering of God’s Holy Spirit. 
Evangelism means obedience to God’s word and the Great Commission tells us that 
disciples are to be made of all men. All persons should be pulled from the world because 
God’s desire is that not one soul spends eternity in Hell. 
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Again, the focus of this paper is to look at the works of Dietrich Bonhoeffer and 
Karl Barth as well as David Bosch in terms of the Great Commission and how man has to 
be free to carry out the task as delegated in this command as given by Jesus in making 
disciples of all men. Only a higher authority, the creator Himself could issue such a 
command. This is the authority with which God in Christ Jesus speaks, and this is the 
authority to which we must react. Nobody has a higher authority than God in Christ Jesus. 
No government or organization can in any way cancel His authority. There is no political 
system or philosophy that is above His authority. Jesus certainly deserves our obedience 
to Him. He is speaking with an authority that is above this world. 

According to David Hunt, if we are in right relationship with Christ, we can 
genuinely look forward to the Rapture as ending one’s earthly life, but it also signals the 
climax of history and opens the curtain to its final drama—that of being reunited with 
God through Christ Jesus. 1 To evangelize means to tell the Good News to the world. The 
Good News is that Jesus Christ has overcome the world. Everyone who has come to 
Christ, according to Bonhoeffer, has the responsibility of bringing others to Christ. That 
is to demonstrate this victory in the lives of all persons, witnessing about the goodness of 
Jesus in every aspect of their lives—being witnesses for him. Hopefully, this causes 
others to become disciples and to make disciples of those who have not found Christ by 
bringing them to Christ so that they may experience this joy. This is what all persons are 
to do as Christians—church members—once they have found Christ. 

According to Bonhoefferr, to do this, mankind has to be free from himself/herself 
and the only way to become free is to give up the world so that God can come in and use 
mankind after he/she has given his/her life to Christ. Only when a person lets go of the 


i Dave Hunt, “Looking for that Blessed Hope,” Omega Letter (February, 1989), 14. 
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world and its possessions can Christ really use that person in effective ways to build up 
His kingdom. 

Human beings are imperfect and will disappoint themselves and each other 
because of their imperfections; however, Jesus can and will deliver through faith on His 
promises. Only He alone does not lie. Jesus has power and authority in heaven and on 
earth. It is on the basis of such great authority that Jesus gives the Great Commission 
which is not only great in authority, but also great in mission. The mission is the focus, 
the direction in which every Christian must travel. It is the mission that guides mankind’s 
walk through life in obedience to Jesus. All mankind—once they have found Christ are to 
make disciples: to become a pupil; to disciple— instruct, teach. It is every Christian’s 
responsibility to make learners, adherents and imitators of Jesus Christ. 

G. Liebholz states about Bonhoeffer that “God had chosen him to perform the 
highest task a Christian can undertake. He has become a martyr .”2 Bonhoeffer wrote from 
his prison cell that he could not get away from Jeremiah 45 which states, “And seekest 
thou great things for thyself? seek them not: for, behold, I will bring evil upon all 
flesh.. .but thy life will I give unto thee for a prey in all places whither thou goest.”3 For 
Bonhoeffer, wherever God took a person, God in Christ Jesus would be in that place. 
Bonhoeffer believed that the Christian’s life should be lived in a spirit of genuine 
brotherhood. He felt that the Christian’s life could naturally and freely grow if there were 


2 Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship (New York: Simon and Shuster, 1959), 15. 


3 Bonhoeffer, 15. 
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men who gave themselves entirely to the Lord.. .in brotherly love to one another.4 God’s 
hand would entirely be upon the life of anyone who earnestly was living for Him. 

A concern for Bonhoeffer, while he was in prison, was to get permission to 
minister to the sick and to his fellow prisoners. He had a special ability to comfort those 
persons who felt anxiety and who were among the depressed—even those who were 
saved from spiritual death. From this experience the writer of this paper realizes that from 
this example alone, Bonhoeffer was able to get people to accept Christ even on their 
dying bed. Bonhoeffer made true through examples of the kind of life he led that the 
“spirit of man is the lamp of the Lord.”5 God’s revelation is through man. According to 
Bonhoeffer, Christianity has its place in this world and the Church as the Body of Christ, 
and the fellowship in Him can only be the visible through the Church.6 

For Bonhoeffer, political authority in Germany was corrupt and he stated that 
those with a false faith were capable of terrible and monstrous things. People with false 
faith put their faith in themselves, their abilities, their money, their political astuteness 
and other positions of power. This idea is stressed throughout Bonhoeffer’s book, The 
Cost of Discipleship . However, Bonhoeffer remains clear in his attitude that things mean 
nothing, and that man has control over nothing. It is only when mankind is able to truly 
let go of things and truly come to the understanding that God in Christ Jesus is the sole 
and true provider. Mankind must trust God for everything. Then and only then can 
mankind be used as a true disciple for Christ and bring others to Christ. All of man’s 
being is truly dependent upon Jesus because according to Bonhoeffer, Christ has 

4 Bonhoeffer, 17. 

5 Bonhoeffer, 18. 


6 Bonhoeffer, 24. 
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complete control. Man has given his heart, body, mind and soul over to Jesus and is 
willing to live a life for Christ, living out the Scriptures. Anything against biblical 
principles should be opposed. The life of the Church must be likened to the life of the 
people according to Christ.7 

According to Bonhoeffer, when the Bible speaks of following Jesus, it is 
proclaiming a discipleship which will liberate mankind from all man-made dogmas, from 
every burden and oppression, from every anxiety and torture which affects the 
conscience .8 Men following Jesus escape from their own laws and submit to Jesus 
Christ.9 

During His ministry on earth, Jesus was continually inviting people to become 
His disciples. When inviting them, He expected them to become like Him. A disciple is 
not above his teacher, but everyone when he is fully trained will be l ik e his teacher. Jesus 
tells us how to go about making disciples. He gives us not only a command, but also the 
way to obey that command, according to Bonhoeffer. He discusses baptizing in the name 
of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit for the forgiveness of sins. Baptism in water is a 
symbol of the burial of the old nature of man and a change is taking place. Secondly, 
according to Bonhoeffer, disciples teach others through faith to observe the things Jesus 
taught and commanded. The study of Scriptures in community is so important. Baptism is 
only the beginning. Teaching must continue afterwards. This was the case with the early 
disciples. Jesus said that both baptism and ongoing teaching is what is essential to true 
discipleship. 

7 Bonhoeffer, 31. 

8 Bonhoeffer, 37. 


9 Bonhoeffer, 37. 
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The Great Commission was not only great in authority and great in mission. It 
was also great in scope. According to Bonhoeffer, disciples were to be witnesses to the 
utmost parts of the earth. This is why he returned to his country. He felt that Christianity 
was just as important in his country as it was in the United States. He became a martyr 
because of his work and his views. He was willing to die for the spread of Christianity. 

He refused to give in to any way of life that was against what he believed and Christian 
principles. 

When the Nazi’s were in power, persons in Germany were under the reign of 
Adolph Hitler. Persons had to wear armbands and consider Hitler as the ultimate leader. 
Bonhoeffer confronted this leadership because serving the state was against his will and 
challenged him morally. Scriptures were used to fit circumstances and taken out of 
context. Hitler forced and seduced his followers. Bonhoeffer held to Christian values. He 
felt that the church should resist Hitler’s regime and what Nazis stood for. Consequently, 
Bonhoeffer was martyred because of his established beliefs as he talked against the Hitler 
regime. 

Just as Bonhoeffer did, Jesus wants us to think globally, not just locally. While we 
should not ignore our local community, we should also think of those outside our own 
small world. As human beings we have a tendency to focus on our little reality. We do 
not look outside of the few people we know or encounter each day, and that is where we 
start with the Gospel. However, that is not where we should stop. The work of salvation 
is available to all God's creatures. All the various nations are a part of that creation and 
all have the salvation work of Jesus available to them as a gift of grace. 
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Bonhoeffer, in the end was categorized as being a martyr. He held the belief that 
unless one followed Christ in a serious fashion, the grace of God was cheapened. 
According to Bonhoeffer, God’s grace was and is sufficient to sustain mankind through 
anything that mankind endured for the sake of discipleship. For Bonhoeffer, making a 
disciple was worth him giving his own life. Bonhoeffer wanted to see the mission survive 
even if he did not. 

Bonhoeffer speaks of God with us and states that we must remember who we are 
in Christ and that Christ is with us until the end. As far as discipleship goes, mankind 
must be willing to go across the street and across the glove. He reiterates that when Christ 
calls a man, he bids him come and die in more ways than one. The old nature of man is 
removed because mankind has received the gospel and is faithful in being a disciple 
himself. Bonhoeffer states that once coming to Christ, mankind is a disciple before he is 
anything and must be willing to make disciples until the return of Christ. 

Throughout the Christian age, Jesus will forever be with His disciples as they go 
into the entire world making disciples. Through the Holy Spirit, all persons receive the 
necessary gifts to not only encourage each other, but also to enable themselves to put the 
great commission into action. The great commission is not limited to the apostles after 
Jesus’ ascension. Jesus is with the world now. The command does not stop with the 
original disciples, but carries on until the end of time. 

The great commission is a commission for the Church as well. The question is 
whether we are honoring the Great Commission in our lives today. There are some things 
we can do to check if we are honoring the Great Commission. The writer of this paper 
leaves a series of questions that individuals can ask themselves as well as answer to 



72 

determine if the Great Commission is being carried out. Are they submitting to the 
authority of Jesus? Are they working, in whatever capacity, to make disciples for Jesus? 
Are they striving to make disciples in all the nations of the world? Are they abiding in 
His words and thereby making sure His abiding presence is in their lives and the lives of 
others. If the answer to these questions is a resounding yes, then the Commission is being 
carried out. 

The Great Commission must be carried out until the end of the earth. It is very 
necessary to build up the kingdom of God while here on earth. It is necessary because in 
man’s rebellion against God, he sometimes seems to have forgotten who gave him this 
assignment in the first place. Consequently, we see the marginalized, the disenfranchised, 
and the world that we live in accepting all kinds of sin because historically man seems to 
have put by the wayside to whom he is eternally responsible. To this end, the Great 
Commission binds all men of all races and all backgrounds together under God. Man is to 
serve as God’s intennediary over the earth. 

If asked to supply the charter verse for the mission of the Church, many 
Christians today would immediately quote—if not verbatim, at least in paraphrase the 
“Great Commission” of Matthew 28, “go therefore and make disciples of all nations...” 
(v.19). Yet, given the centrality of mission to the calling of the Church and the potentially 
harmful effects of a distorted view of mission throughout the Church’s history one would 
do well to stop and focus on their precise meaning. In an essay published in 1961 ,10 Karl 
Barth does exactly this, meticulously explaining each phrase in light of the context in 
which it was written and with an eye toward practical application by the Church of his 

io Karl Barth, “An Exegetical Study of Matthew 28:16-20,” in Landmark Essays in Mission and 
World Christianity, ed. Robert L. Gallagher and Paul Hertig (Maryknoll: Orbis Books, 2009) 17-30. 
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day. Barth discusses two major themes: eschaton and ethics—important for the current 
church’s understanding of its own context and conduct. 

In his essay, Barth paints a picture of the early apostolic church as the “decisive 
event of the eschaton that has broken into time.”n Given the fascination with eschatology 
in recent Christian popular culture, any use of the word must be qualified and defined. 

For Barth, the eschaton is not primarily a pre-millennial rapture signifying the coming 
destruction of the earth. 12 

This is important because of what the Great Commission commands which is 
make disciples of all men now until the end of the age. The eschaton is both yet to come 
at the end of “this last age and has already come “as revealed in Christ’s resurrection.” 13 
According to Barth, Easter is the separation of the times, the “great turning point in 
history”i4 and the “presence of the eschaton.”i5 The Church is the ‘eschatological 
Israel, ”16 fulfilling Israel’s vocation in this last age, called to be a covenant to the people, 
a light to the nations. Christians are in the world, but not of the world. Therefore, their 
actions should be different. Their lifestyle should portray in some way the life of Christ 
which should cause others to want to become Christian to experience this same joy which 


11 Barth, 24. 

12 C.f. Hal Lindsey and Carol Carson’s Late Great planet Earth or LaHaye and Jenkin’s Left 
Behind series. 

13 Barth, 30. 

14 Barth, 26. 

15 Barth, 18. 


16 Barth 24. 



74 


is not of world but the joy one has within because of Christ within or indwelling in all 
persons who have come to know Christ. 

The Church can live up to this vocation only with the knowledge of who the man 
Jesus was and is—which is Lord of all. It is the authority in heaven and on earth that 
enables and empowers the Church to fulfill the command given by Jesus. To the end of 
the age allows the Church to carry out this missionary command. Therefore, the Lordship 
of Jesus is the critical link between context and conduct, between eschaton and ethics. 
Making disciples is achieved through baptism and teaching. 17 These twin pillars hold up 
the mission of the church, forming a community for “missionary discipleship.’Ts Through 
baptism people from all the nations are initiated into the eschatological Israel, a new 
community in which ethnic Jews can participate, only now without privilege or rank. All 
baptized Christians have equal share in the promises of Israel and equal responsibility to 
live out the vocation of Israel. Through teaching, the Church learns in each generation to 
observe Jesus’ commands, a process that continually draws the Church back to the 
Scriptures to discern what exactly Jesus has commanded. 19 It is the community unified in 
baptism, striving to follow Jesus—doing his commands—that become a necessary force in 
the world. This is the ethical import of the Great Commission. 

Barth supplies the Church today with tools for understanding both the context in 
which the Church exists and the conduct to which it is called. The context in which the 
Church exists is one of eschatological tension. It is only in light of the eschaton that one 

17 David Bosch, Transforming Mission: Paradigm Shifts in Theology of Mission, (Maryknoll: 

Orbis Books, 19911,74. 

is Bosch, 79. 


19 Barth, 29. 
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can understand the mission of the Church. The tension between now and not yet which 
Barth describes is essential. When the Church understands the eschaton as a solely future 
event, there is a tendency to diminish the lordship of Jesus and to look forward to 
redemption as a radical break with the present world. Redemption becomes escape, and 
the primary ethical injunction is to keep oneself unstained from the world. Conversely, 
when persons understand the eschaton as a fully realized event, there is a tendency to 
spiritualize redemption in such a way that diminishes hope for a future time of shalom— 
“universal flourishing, wholeness and delight. ”20 Realized eschatology can tend to lead to 
one of two stances toward the world. On the one hand, the world is equated with the 
kingdom of God. Consequently, the Church’s stance is an unqualified yes to the world 
with no prophetic judgment and God’s reign is equated with human progress on the 
horizontal plane .21 On the other hand, and perhaps more dangerous, the Church is equated 
with the kingdom of God. From this perspective, the goal of mission is to expand the 
scope and power of the church. This leads to a triumphalistic understanding of the church 
that does not allow for self-reflection. When the church is equated with the kingdom of 
God, there is no semper reformata (always reforming), only compelle intare (compel 
them to come in). The inaugurated eschatological vision of both Barth and Bosch allows 
for creative tension that informs the mission of the Church. The Church must speak both 
yes and no to both itself and to the world around it. The Church must be engaged with the 
world butt also must provide a prophetic judgment upon the world. As correctly noted by 
Bosch, neither a wholly realized nor a wholly future eschatological [respective leads 

20 Cornelius Plantinga, Jr., Not the Way It’s Supposed to Be: A Breviary of Sin (Grand Rapids, 

MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1995), 10. 


21 Bosch, 11. 
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toward proper engagement with the world in which we live. 22 Our eschatology informs 
our ethics; our context informs our conduct. 

Two aspects of Barth’s treatment of Matthew 28 stand out in particular for the 
Church’s understanding of its own ethical conduct: the role of Scripture and the 
formation of the community. It is from the Scriptures that, through the written work of 
the original witnesses of Jesus’ earthly ministry, one may know Jesus’ teaching and 
commands. In this sense, “teaching in the church can only be repetitive of apostolic 
teaching. ”23 In a manner of speaking, as Protestant Christians, the Church’s teaching may 
not strike out on its own. It is eternally bound to the witness of the Scriptures. This is not 
to say that the words of Scripture may be uncritically applied to modern situations in a 
direct one-to-one manner. 24 Rather, the teaching of the Church today ought to “prolong 
the logic of Jesus’ own ministry in an imaginative and creative way. ”25 To the extent that 
the church actually does this, it is fulfilling the injunction of the command as given in the 
Great Commission. 

At this stage, it is important to stress the profoundly communal character of this 
view of Scripture. It is not primarily the private use of Scripture for personal spiritual 
edification. In fact, the latter form of Scripture usage was almost impossible until the 
invention of the Gutenberg printing press. Originally, Scripture would have been read out 
loud, in public, and the primary mode of learning the Scriptures was to hear them along 
with everyone else in the community. The Scriptures, then, are much more profoundly 

22 Bosch, 174. 

23 Barth, 29. 

24 Bosch, 21. 


25 Bosch, 34. 
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about community formation than simply individual edification. If this is true, and if our 
teaching ought to be repetitive of apostolic teaching, then this affects one’s understanding 
of how Scripture ought to be read. In technical language, the Church must employ a 
missional hermeneutic. In more practical language, the Church ought to read Scripture 
with an eye toward formation of a community for continued apostolic witness. From the 
very beginning, the apostles were called to be Jesus Christ’s witnesses so that the works 
of “all baptized... might become those of disciples and a Christian community may exist 
in the world. ”26 This does not mean that there is not room for personal application of 
scriptural truths. The overall trajectory, however, is communal. The goal is not only 
saved souls, but the eschatological Israel. 

Barth, while correctly designating the function of teaching in the Church as one of 
building a community of disciples for continued apostolic witness, stops short in his 
explication of the content of such teaching. The thought remains of what Christians 
should do. Christians should not cherish worldly goods in and among themselves. 
Bonhoeffer states that unless people give themselves completely away—material goods 
and their whole being, God is unable to work through them. It is only through complete 
surrender that mankind is completely able to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the forgiveness of sins. Only then, can right living come. “Discipleship involves a 
commitment to God’s reign, to justice and love, and to obedience to the whole will of 
God .”27 This is getting to the core of living as a community of missionary discipleship. 

The church is to build the kingdom of God on earth. The kingdom is identified 
with the reign of Christ. To the writer of this paper, this means that Christ desires to reign 

26 Barth, 28. 


27 Bosch, 81. 
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in the hearts of all men. He would like for everyone to be in His spiritual realm. God 
would l ik e for us to give our lives back to Him. God in Christ Jesus should reign and rule 
in our hearts. The spiritual reign of God is important in that man should be born again, 
not of the flesh but of the spirit. The kingdom of God is spiritual. Being born again is the 
gate that leads to the kingdom. Being bom in the spirit causes us to be forgiven of sins. 

The church is God’s lifeline to a dying world and an extension here on earth. The 
church is the means of taking God to the world. The church and the kingdom are 
naturally connected because of their relationship to Christ. Christ is the King of the 
kingdom and Head of the church. The church is the witness that God is still alive. The 
church has unlimited power to do God’s will on earth. 

Persons who have Christ in their lives have redemption, the forgiveness of sin. 
Persons must never fear the enemy because God is all powerful. To be bom again means 
to be born into the kingdom of God. Entering the kingdom is essential to Salvation. The 
church is a creation of God and is meant to be used to bring His great salvation to the 
world. 

Salvation includes a servant style of leadership in the kingdom of God. Persons 
must believe the messages that are preached. Salvation is experienced by those who reach 
out. It is a righteous place. People must believe in Jesus and enter into righteousness, 
peace and joy through the Holy Spirit. This means a holy lifestyle, as well as glorious and 
holy inhabitants. The kingdom is for people who want God and love, righteousness, 
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. People can no longer be worldly; they must be Godly. 
They can live in the world but not be of the world. There is an outward change that can 


be seen. 
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In this same stance, worship is for God. Worship is to be used to glorify God. To 
worship and glorify God, persons must know that the kingdom of God is where God 
reigns according to His sovereignty and omnipotence. The kingdom of God is where God 
manifests His glory and exercises His authority through men possessing God’s life and 
nature. Although people sing the Hallelujah Chorus which states that He will reign 
forever and ever, the thought can be raised as to whether people think of themselves in 
praise of desiring to reign with God forever and ever. To do this, persons must participate 
in the life of God while on earth. 

Persons as a body of believers must become fully focused on expanding God’s 
kingdom through growing in righteousness. Also, through revival, there must be a 
renewed focus on Christ’s kingdom, righteousness and self-surrender. Persons must be 
totally committed to the work of Christ. People must spend time in prayer and true 
biblical discipleship. Persons must allow God to empower them. 

God must be exalted; people must strive for spiritual maturity; and believers must 
be equipped to serve others in their areas of expertise because God gives each of us a 
talent to be used to His glory. Additionally, there must be evangelism in the world for 
Christ. Men and women must be changed from the inside out. God’s nature must live 
within all of mankind. 

Christians are a body of believers in community who carry out the work of Christ 
while here on earth. All believers are children of God and this makes them heir to the 
kingdom of God. Christians must be in relationship with each other if the kingdom of 
God is to be enlarged here on earth. Churches cannot live in isolation of each other. Great 
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things can happen to the glory of God when churches work together to make disciples for 
Christ. Only when churches work in community are they fulfilling God’s purposes. 

People must be identified with the church and have a profitable and spiritual 
relationship with God. The church comes from God so the ideas and work of the church 
must be of God. Through the church, God is made manifest according to His eternal 
purposes. God’s kingdom of the church will always be eternal. Being a member of the 
body is essential to having a relationship with God and being a disciple. 

The church is designed to serve in God’s work of reconciliation. It is centered and 
grounded in the Bible which is the word of God. The church is the living voice of God 
from year to year and through the ages. The Holy Spirit is always active in the life of the 
church. The Word of God is what sustains the church—not the building—but the body of 
believers. Only God and the Holy Spirit give life to the church. The church must live out 
its faith until Christ returns to earth to establish God’s reign at the end of time. 

The church is to fulfill the mission and ministry of Jesus. The focus of the church 
should be to touch all people united. The churches working together should be able to 
fulfill the needs of all of the people as each church follows Christ in doing the work of 
the kingdom—making disciples. God desires to impact the community. Everyone that 
God is using to help should be prayed for. Christian denominations are divided by polity, 
but all Christians serve the same God. Consequently, there should be harmony in building 
the Kingdom of God. Churches should not be jealous of each other. They should work in 
harmony and fellowship for the up-building of the kingdom. Churches have unique 
assignments but all assignments should be interdependent in that all assignments are of 
God in His design for doing His work. If the Church truly is to be saturated with God, 
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then it must release itself wholly to God. There must not be any fear in doing the work of 
the Lord. The only way that the work of the Lord can be done is through His people. 

As a people in the church which is of God, persons must always make conscious 
efforts to reconcile themselves back to God because in the end, just as in the beginning 
God desires a righteous people to be in true relationship with him. God’s position through 
Scriptures must always be before us. This will constantly remind persons of their 
relationship to God and how much God desires and loves us. God wants us to be in right 
relationship with him at all times. God’s desire is that not one soul be lost. A God 
centered church will keep God at the forefront. A God centered church will be all that 
God wants it to be. A God centered church will be a constant reminder and focus of 
building God’s kingdom. God desires that Christ be the Head of all churches. God blesses 
when the intention of the heart is good. God in Christ Jesus and the Holy Spirit must be 
our focus as we live out the purpose of the church for kingdom building and for the 
glorification of God. Those in Christ are to make disciples until the end of the age. 

William Law in his book, A Serious Call to a Holy and Devout Life makes this 
point: the reason people don’t change behavior is that they never intend to do so. Every 
person on earth will hear the message of Christ; then, the end will come. God will judge 
all people, eradicate sin and establish a just and peaceful new heaven and a new earth. 

Pastors, church leaders, the entire church population should be able to fully live 
out what they said “yes” to when they agreed to follow Jesus. There is fidelity of faith. A 
disciple must have the courage to stand against conventional thinking and teaching. With 
discipleship comes accountability to God in Christ Jesus until the end of the age because 
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he says that He will be with us until the end of the age provided we are willing to do what 
the Great Commission commands. 



CHAPTER FOUR 


THEOLOGICAL FOUNDATIONS 


This theological foundation chapter will discuss the theology of discipleship from 
the perspective of Dietrich Bonhoeffer as well as the theology of liberation, emphasizing 
their importance for this ministry project. Christian discipleship will be explained as it 
relates to this ministry endeavor. For the purpose of this chapter also, liberation theology 
will be used as the premise along with theologians who express the idea of liberation in 
carrying out the Great Commission as Christ commanded. Biblical passages will also be 
analyzed to support the theological constructs, themes, and views that are relevant to this 
project. Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples” (John 8:31). 
Discipleship may be considered a kind of stewardship for its purpose is to accomplish 
Christ’s work in the world. Making disciples is the work that Christ instructs mankind to 
do. Stewardship is making use of one’s time, talent and money for the work of Christ. 1 
Giving of one’s time and talent is necessary for discipleship making. 

Before further discussion of discipleship in this paper, the terms theology and 
discipleship are defined. The theology of discipleship, which is of great magnitude for 
this project, will be discoursed also. Briefly, theology is “the scientific self-consciousness 


i John K. Brackett, On the Pilgrim’s Way: Christian Stewardship and the Tithe (Harrisburg, PA: 
Morehouse Publishing, 1996), 3. 
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of the church” or as “the churchly science of Christianity. ”2 Theology is also defined by 
Maurice Coombs as “a system of codifying God’s plan into a pattern of belief and action 
which will ensure God’s will is accomplished. ”3 Additionally, “theology is an activity or 
function of the church carried out by members of the church. ”4 The church which 
comprises the membership has to use its full expertise to consider its meaning of faith in 
the life of the church in order to be successful in making disciples to grow the church. 

The role of Christian theology in the life of the church is to figure “the contours of 
theology as everyday lives are shaped, ”5 as disciples are making other disciples. 

Mahatma Ghandi states Christians could better witness to Jesus if “they live as Jesus live 
and the world will listen.”6 The focus of discipleship is to live as Jesus lived. A Christian 
disciple follows Jesus as a pupil, learner or follower. Jesus is the great teacher. A 
Christian disciple is one who loves God with everything one has. A Christian disciple, by 
God’s grace, becomes more and more like Christ through a life of faith and obedience. 
For Jesus, genuine Christian unity is the sign of power and truth of the gospel in a world 
that watches the community of faith. If persons in the Christian community are not living 
as Jesus lived, where can true discipleship begin? The faith community, the church is 
called to be disciples for Christ and to made disciples Failure to live out this reality 

2 T. A. Kantonen, A Theology for Christian Stewardship (Eugene, OR: Augsburg Fortress, 1956), 

2 . 

3 Maurice Coombs, Where Moth and Rust Corrupt: A Theology of Stewardship (Cincinnati, OH: 
Forward Movement Publications, 1989), 3. 

4 Owen C. Thomas and Ellen K. Wondra, Introduction to Theology Third Edition (New York, NY: 
Morehouse Publishing, 2002), 1. 

5 Stephanie Y. Mitchem, Introducing Womanist Theology (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 2002), 
29. 

6 Brenda Salter McNeil and Rick Richardson, The Heart of Racial Justice (Downers Grove, IF: 
InterVarsity Press, 2004), 28. 
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grieves the very heart of God. Scripture states that when persons grieve the Holy Spirit, 
the Spirit of God withdraws his blessings and presence. The glory of the Lord departs. 
The church has to take the lead in humility, praying as Jesus did, living in communion 
and spiritual fellowship with each other, exemplifying the nature and work of Christ in 
order to be a true disciple and to make disciples. 

According to the New Testament Gospels, those who followed Jesus were truly his 
disciples. Because of their love for Christ, many left their jobs, homes and security to 
walk with Him as He ministered to people throughout Palestine. The first twelve that he 
called dropped everything they had to follow Jesus even though they did not know where 
they would be going or what their experiences would be like. Through faith, they trusted 
Jesus and went with him. 

Bonhoeffer states “Now they are living in want and privation, the poorest of the 
poor, the sorest afflicted, and hungriest of the hungry. They have only him (Jesus) and 
with him they have nothing, literally nothing in the world, but everything with and 
through God.”7 The disciples will be his messengers.. .they will find men to hear and 
believe their messages People who walked with Jesus had the benefit of walking with 
Christ in the flesh. Jesus commanded disciples to make disciples. The disciple is 
confident in the efficacy of Christ’s death and resurrection and knows that Christ dwells 
within him. (John 5:13) Discipleship is a biblical way of life which Christ entrusts all 
mankind to do. 


7 Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship (New York, NY: Simon and Schuster, 1995), 105. 


8 Bonhoeffer, 106. 
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Disciples are called blessed according to Bonhoeffer because they have obeyed 
the call of Jesus, and the people as a whole, because they are heirs of the promise.9 Christ 
calls us to be disciples and to make disciples. To be a disciple one must have had an 
encounter with Jesus Christ. Discipleship asks that mankind live as imitators of Christ, 
following his commands. Disciples are entrusted with other people in community to be 
Christ l ik e as long as life lasts. Disciples cultivate a lifestyle built on modeling Christ. 
Christ is the perfect example of how mankind is to live. Christ helps mankind as mankind 
uses Christian principles and teachings to make other disciples. 

This is important to the ministry model if mankind is truly to be a disciple for 
Christ. The ministry context has room to grow because no one is perfect; all are striving 
to reach perfection. Each person is pressing to the mark of the high calling in Christ Jesus 
to be perfected in Christ. (Philippians 3) Discipleship is manifested in attitude and action. 
The theology undergirding discipleship is the motive of Christian service out of love and 
gratitude glorifying God out of the sacrificial spirt of Christ working through humans to 
carry out His will.io The life of a Christian depicts the life of Jesus who gives the call to 
become disciples. The Holy Spirit is responsible for everything that happens in the life of 
a believer—his new birth which baptism brings about, his daily walk, understanding of 
the Scripture and prayer life. Christ produces the fruit of the Spirit in mankind, which 
enables mankind to live holy lives and witness for Christ. (Gal. 5:22-25). In order for 
this to happen, there must be a kind of liberation, a freedom from any hindrance that 
might prevent this. There can be no oppression or fear of what others might think. There 
can be no marginalization of others, making them feel less than. The community of faith 

9Bonhoeffer, 107. 

10 W. H. Greever, Realities in the Christian Religion (private printing, 1951), 109. 
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is charged to build each other up, using Christ as the example. Jesus never made anyone 
feel small or less than. Everyone accepting Him was seen as equal to all persons 
accepting and wanting to live for Him. 

One key theme of the theology of discipleship as stewardship is that God is the 
sovereign Creator who owns and reigns over all creation. 11 Kantonen states “inseparably 
connected with the Creator’s sovereignty is the idea of ownership. ”12 This assertion 
according to Coombs defends the statement that God owns everything including mankind, 
because He made man in his image. 13 Throughout Scripture, according to Katie Kreutter, 
there is a recurring theme that God’s creation should be held in high esteem. 14 Christian 
humanity has been entrusted to Christ to be a disciple and to make disciples is what 
Christ commanded. Every Christian has this as their duty. Discipleship making is 
foundational to the growth of the church. Disciples in community within the church as 
well as outside of the walls of the church live as Christ lives, so that others who are not 
members of the household of faith have a desire to accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior 
of their lives. Further, they desire to be baptized, confess their sins, and join the 
community of faith, becoming disciples for the purpose of living Christ like and to assist 
in making other disciples. If a person has the heart and character of Christ, he 
understands and knows that he is a disciple and has the desire to make disciples, living 
for and as Christ lived. 

11 T. K. Thompson, Stewardship in Contemporary Theology (New York, NY: Association Press, 
1960), 19. 

12 Kantonen, A Theology for Christian Stewardship, 33. 

13 Coombs, Where Moth and Rust Corrupt, 6. 

14 Katie Kreutter, “Theology of Stewardship,” Verbum 10, no.l. Article 4 (December 2012), 
accessed October 1, 2018, http://fisherpub.sjfc.edu/verbum/vol 10/iss 1/4. 
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Discipleship making is empowerment to mankind that comes from Christ. As 
persons make disciples, the motivating factor should be that Christ’s purpose is being 
fulfilled out of grateful hearts for carrying out his command. Christ is with those who live 
for Him and are acting in His lifestyle. This symbolizes and acts out the “platform of 
reflecting on the focus for Christ’s work within the church locally, regionally and 
globally for the glorification of God .15 

In making disciples, there is demonstration of love for God, neighbor, fellow 
disciples and enemies. Jesus commands us to love God with every fiber of our being and 
to love our neighbors as ourselves. A disciple reads, studies, memorizes, meditates and 
acts on the Word of God to store God’s truths in their heart. Jesus models throughout that 
communicating with God is one of the most important things in a Christian’s life. Jesus 
himself communes with God privately. Imitating and being l ik e Jesus is a life style 
through faith. Hebrews reminds mankind that without faith, it is impossible to please God. 
A disciple, as a human being without God’s presence, cannot obey Jesus under his own 
wisdom, strength and power because the power that man has is very limited. Man does 
not depend on his relational skills and abilities along with his good intentions. A power 
higher than man is necessary. Spiritual weapons that have divine power are used to 
disciple. This is why studying the Bible, fellowship with God and in community with 
each other as well as having a prayer life is so important in living as Christ lived to be a 
disciple for him and to make disciples. Disciples spread and live out their lives glorifying 
and praising God in their pursuit as disciple makers. Human beings pay a price in being a 


15 Nicholas A. Meade, Refilling the Church’s Fountain of Youth: A Recipe for Emerging Adult 
Attraction and Retention (Ann Arbor, MI: ProQuest 3663768, 2015), 95. 
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disciple; in other words, it costs something. What goes on in the world that is not right is 
given up. Disciples live in the world but are not of the world. 

It is God’s grace that sustains and keeps the disciple making disciples. Bonhoeffer 
makes a distinction between cheap grace and costly grace. He states, “Cheap grace is the 
preaching of forgiveness without requiring repentance, baptism without church discipline, 
and communion without confession. 16 This is not scriptural nor is it of Christ. Costly 
grace is the treasure hidden in the field; for the sake of it, a man will gladly sell all of his 
goods. It is the kingly rule of Christ for whose sake a man will pluck out the eye which 
causes him to stumble. It is the call of Jesus Christ at which the disciple leaves his nets 
and follows Himi7. (Ephesians 5: 1-21) In 1943 Bonhoeffer was arrested without charge 
and confined in various prisons and concentration camps. His renowned Letters and 
Papers from Prison were written there where Bonhoeffer states that it is participation in 
the suffering of God that marks the Christian in the world that is still pertinent to the 
context of the beaten-down of the African other, is Eventually, Bonhoeffer was charged, 
tried, and executed in a single day. 

In his book, After Ten Years, a Reckoning Made at New Year 1943, Bonhoeffer 
confides to the reader the awesome dilemmas of suffering for the German people and the 
German church. He referred to it as suffering of the mind and soul. Bonhoeffer learned 
that human existence and mental anguish exist in every culture. Bonhoeffer experienced 
first-hand the ramifications of costly grace. Among his writings is this thought, “A man 

16 Bonhoeffer, 21. 

n Bonhoeffer, 21. 

is Martin E. Marty, Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s Letters and Papers from Prison (Princeton, NJ: 

Princeton University Press, 2011), 45. 
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throws himself into the arms of God.. .then wakes with Christ in Gethsemane.”i9 By his 
actions, it is certain that Bonhoeffer did not confuse, comingle and entwine into a single 
strain his love of and devotion to his nation and his God. He loved them both and was 
duty bound to both. When Bonhoeffer was in the United States studying, even though 
there were persons who wanted him to remain, he felt an urge and a calling to return to 
his country to make a difference there for Christianity’s sake and the sake of his people 
and his core values and belief system. He could see the marginalization of his people, and 
he needed to speak out and act against this suppression. In the end, Bonhoeffer sacrificed 
his life for his country and his people and gained his soul. 

When Christ calls a man, he bids him come and die according to Bonhoeffer. 

Jesus Christ lived in the midst of his enemies. At the end, all of his disciples deserted him. 
On the cross, he was utterly alone, surrounded by evil doers and mockers. For this cause, 
he had come to bring peace to the enemies of God. So the Christians too belong not in the 
seclusion of a cloistered life but in the thick of foes. There is Christ’s commission, his 
work. The kingdom is to be in the midst of enemies. Those who will not suffer this do not 
want to be in the kingdom of Christ; they want to be among friends, to sit among roses 
and lilies, with devout people where everything is fine. They would be considered 
blasphemers. If Christ had done this, the questions become who would have been spared 
and if there would be a need for discipleship. The questions are rhetorical ones because 
God’s work through Jesus Christ has to be completed. Then Jesus came to them and said, 
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

19 Les Young, Dietrich Bonhoeffer-, and , faith and suffering, Stanley News and Press, Albemarle, 
NC, February 2, 2006. 
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the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20) 

The word disciple means student. The New Testament model of teacher-student is a 
community built around a set of practices where everyone is a co-learner—learning in 
community and from each other. Disciples are shaped by grace and repetition into the 
image of the Master, Christ. The goal of discipleship is to become better lovers of God 
and of neighbors. 

Whoever is a disciple leader is a servant. (Matthew 20:26) The model of how 
Christians are to live is Jesus, the ultimate disciple. Jesus unselfishly gives service to 
others. Jesus has numerous examples of leadership even though he faced hardship and 
suffering. Jesus was spiritually disciplined, accepting his humanness. Human beings and 
relationships were valuable to Jesus. Jesus nurtures others and calls upon his disciples to 
do the same. Remember, disciples live as Jesus lives, learning everything that He has 
taught. Jesus provides for leadership balance. In other words, Jesus shows how to be 
successful in the role of a leader as a servant. Jesus exemplifies what his prayer life was 
like, what his physical life was like as well as his behavior. As a servant leader, even 
though Jesus had all authority, he showed human frailty. As an example, when he needed 
food or water, He asked for it. Jesus did not hide his emotions. The shortest verse in the 
Bible is that Jesus wept. This verse also shows the frailty of Jesus and the fact that He 
has feelings as He walked the earth both human and divine. Jesus was faithful to God and 
did the will of His Father. 

As followers of Jesus, anyone who is a disciple and who wishes to make disciples 
must be seen doing what Jesus did, treating others with dignity and respect as well as 
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living according to His expectations as Scripture shows. During his earthly ministry, 

Jesus carried out the will of His Father. Jesus worked under the authority of God even 
though He had authority. He was always led by and obedient to the Holy Spirit. Jesus’ 
entire life and ministry were the plans of God. Jesus wanted disciples and disciple makers 
to be in community and fellowship with each other. Discipleship is not done in isolation 
from one individual to another. Isolation removes the richness of being together in 
community. Jesus says that people are to teach each other, pray for each other, correct 
each other and bear each other’s burdens .20 The method by which persons use the 
community of faith to grow up in Christ is through serving and submitting to one another 
out of reverence for Christ. This is true discipleship. Jesus was truly a servant leader as 
He lived out His earthly existence under the authority of God doing the will of His Father. 
Jesus also lived in community with His disciples as He was teaching them what 
discipleship was about. Man is not to live in isolation; no one is exempt if a true disciple 
is to be made. As disciples of Christ, if persons are not in community with each other as 
disciples are being made, one of God’s greatest gifts is missed, that of being together in 
community to study the word and to learn of the ways of Jesus in order to grow in grace 
and have a mind like Him. This is the way a community of faith is used to grow up in 
Christ. The epitome of a personal way of life together in Christ is shown. Disciples are 
called to live a strengthened life for Christ which conveys God’s life of power to the 
world as a whole so that others too have a desire to know Jesus and become disciples also. 
This is very necessary. Delusion takes place if mankind feels he can live in isolation, be 
total independent and self-sufficient. That is a mindset that Jesus never intended, and that 


20 Jerry Bridges, True Fellowship (Colorado Springs, CO: Navpress, 1985), 18. 
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behavior is not modeled by Jesus. The power and delight of Jesus, without being in 
communion with other brothers and sisters in Christ, will not be experienced—thus the 
lack of discipleship making. A servant leader is one who does what is necessary and gets 
others to join him in the task at hand—that of making disciples. Disciples are invited into 
the work. Disciples gathered around Jesus and told Him all that they had done and taught 
and willingly shared the details of their journeys which helps to accelerate discipleship 
making and shows their responsibility in living and doing as Jesus did. Jesus indicates 
that HIS relationship to mankind and mankind’s relationship to each other is by 
friendship and not by authority. (John 15:15) Jesus is the only one with authority which 
can be passed to another because Jesus has been given all authority from his Father. Jesus 
operated in community with others because He was showing that this is how mankind is 
supposed to live, and this is the model that God desired for everyone. 

Paul states in Romans, chapter 12 that mankind’s bodies are to be offered as 
living sacrifices to God which means to do the will of God in Christ Jesus. He further 
states that this is reasonable service. In order to do the will of God, God must be in our 
lives. Paul makes an analogy by comparing the body of Christ to the human body. The 
spirit of Christ enlivens mankind—guides and empowers them to do the will of the Father. 
Anyone who does not belong to Christ can do nothing. Mankind is made in the image of 
God, so as human beings, once Jesus is known and is accepted as Lord and Savior, 
mankind has the responsibility of living like Him as much as possible and bringing others 
to Christ. 

Anyone who is missing a body part or a part that does not function properly might 
be said to be physically challenged—poor eyesight, visually challenged; poor hearing. 
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acoustically challenged; or a bad leg, mobility challenged. What does one say about the 
physical human body within the church, which is the spiritual body of Jesus Christ? Just 
as the physical body is challenged when a body part is not functioning properly or is 
missing, so it is with the church when someone who is supposed to be a part of it is not 
functioning properly or is missing altogether. The church is not the structural building but 
is the body of believers who are all called to be disciples. Discipleship is a service. 
Disciples imitate Jesus. They live as Jesus lived—teaching, nurturing, counseling, 
praying, forgiving, loving others without deference, believing in the potential of everyone 
becoming Christ like in thought word and deed—living in community and studying 
together lifting each other up and making new disciples, forgetting what happened 
yesterday if any wrong was done. Verse 2 of Romans, chapter 12 states, “And be not 
conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye 
may prove what is good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God. Disciples must be in the 
will of God. If persons conform to the world, they act as the world does and not as Jesus 
does. Paul’s instructions are—to paraphrase—that persons are not to think of themselves 
more highly than they ought to think, but to think soberly, according to the measure of 
faith that every man has been given. In other words, mankind should exercise sound 
judgement as God has allotted to each person a measure of faith. Disciples are not 
conformed to the world but are transformed by the renewing of their minds. Disciples 
hear from Jesus. Disciples emulate Christ. There are no worthless members in the body of 
Christ. Jesus was the greatest teacher and showed the significance of mankind when other 
people did not think persons might be worthy. Jesus has no respect of persons. He shows 
throughout Scripture that what He does for one, he will do for another. In his healing 
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ministry, Jesus healed because people believed that He was able to do so. Much of what 
Jesus did was based on the faith of the people who wanted and desired His help. 
Discipleship is not for selfish gain. It is for the common good of the church, not as a 
building, but as a people in community with each other, the Body of Christ—never to 
feed selfishness or pride, but to glorify God. Through God in Christ Jesus, as the church 
in community continues to have faith and pray, the church discerns that Christ has 
designed mankind’s hearts and hands to be disciples for Him through teaching and 
learning. 

Disciples must also have a prayer life. Disciples pray for and with each other. 
Prayer allows for the connection with Jesus to be continued. In Scripture, Jesus prayed 
often. “Jesus would often withdraw himself to a private place to commune and to be re¬ 
energized. By praying, privately, by sometimes praying in community, for and with each 
other allows disciples to stay strong and through faith to continue on the path of 
discipleship making. 


Liberation Theology 

Liberation theology is said to be founded by Gustavo Guiterrez. He believes that 
there are deficiencies in the church. Gutierrez holds the premise that salvation of the 
whole man is centered upon Christ the Liberator.21 Dwight Hopkins lets one know that 
“Jesus is the Spirit of liberation.. .no person has supremacy over those who suffer.22 
Liberation theology helps disciples to understand the truth, the wholeness, the 

21 Mary Gerhart and Fabian Udoh, The Christianity Reader (Chicago, IL: University of Chicago 
Press, 2007), 693. 


22 Dwight Hopkins, Down Up and Over (Minneapolis, IN: Fortress Press, 2000), 223. 
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intelligibility and the concrete practice of the gospel. It must be seen from the perspective 
of the outcast, the suspects, the maltreated, the powerless, the oppressed, and the 
reviled—in short, from the perspective of those who suffer. 

Persons who don’t know Christ in the free pardon of their sins are not free. They 
are in bondage with evil forces, slaves to sin. Once a person finds Christ, he is a new 
creation. God in Christ Jesus patiently waits for each person to accept Him as Lord and 
Savior of their life. Once this happens, there is new life and a new beginning. The person 
is a disciple for Christ and has the opportunity through the teachings of Jesus and in 
living as Jesus lived to make more disciples. That new life brings about a freedom from 
anything that hinders that person from living Christ-like. The person comes into the 
church in communion with others to learn, to study Scripture and to grow in Christ in 
order to become a mature Christian. God liberates mankind from all things that are not of 
Him. 

Although liberation theology deals with the exploitation of the poor, it defends 
the rights of minority and ethnic groups. The church must not only care for the poor, but 
the church needs to be the avenue to eradicate poverty. This is important because 
liberation theology seeks to deliver persons from the injustices that are done to persons 
by the power structures of modern society. All disciples are equal. No one person is 
better than another regardless of his office in the church. Jesus eradicated injustices to 
those around him through his teachings; and if disciples are to be made, as all are called 
to be, persons must leave behind all things that are not Christ like with the intentionality 
of following Jesus. One cannot follow Jesus unless there is a free mindset for 
transformation. The church has to be intentional in delivering all mankind from the 
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inhumanity to which persons are subjected to because of power structures whether 
political or social.23 

After liberation theology spread to the Protestant Church in Latin America, those 
Christians who were considered conservative viewed this theology as undermining the 
spiritual message of the gospel 24 Liberation theology has the following as its focus: to 
eradicate economic, racial, and social exploitation which could be divided into three 
major categories of people—white male liberation theologians, feminist liberation 
theologians, and African-American liberation theologians. 

The founder of liberation theology is Gustavo Guiterrez and his philosophy 
focuses on building up the world by espousing every aspect of humanity. According to 
Guiterrez, Christ is the liberator and the salvation of the whole man is centered upon 
Him .25 Jesus is the Spirit of Liberation with us, offering one of the most freeing fruits of 
all: an emancipated status whereby no person, thing or situation has supremacy over 
anyone who is suffering.26 

In the Bible, people are released from all kinds of hardships and bondage; and 
God’s purpose for His people is freedom from spiritual, political, and physical oppression 
which prevents mankind from emulating Him and living according to His instructions to 
be and to make disciples. In order to do this, mankind must be free and must have no fear 

23 Catholic Culture, “Catholic Dictionary: Liberation Theology,” Trinity Communications, 
accessed October 10, 2018, http://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/dictionary/index.cfm?id=34583. 

24 D. G. Reid et al.. Dictionary of Christianity in America (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 
1990), 105. 

25 Mary Gerhart and Fabian Udoh, The Christian Reader (Chicago, IL: University of Chicago 
Press, 2007), 693. 

26 Dwight N. Hopkins, Down Up and Over (Minneapolis, IN: Fortress Press, 2000), 223. 
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because this is a commandment from God. There is no need to fear because in the Great 
Commission, it is stated that Christ is with you until the very end of the age. 

Faith sustains and keeps mankind doing the will of the Father here on earth. 
God’s liberation is for all human beings. Satan’s grip has to be removed and through 
communion with God, Satan’s grip is removed because God’s desire is to lose no one. 
This is why discipleship is so vital to salvation and the growth of the church. 

In the New Testament, God’s real trepidation for mankind is concern for 
mankind’s captivity to sin. God has the power to liberate each person, and the liberating 
power of God is for everyone. Discipleship does not mean dominating anyone. It simply 
means teaching the ways of Jesus, learning from Him and transferring this knowledge on 
to others. Every person who believes in Jesus must recognize the need for liberation 
whether personal, social or communal. In order to disciple, the recommendation is that 
study be done in community so that all can lift each other. There must be a process of 
continuous self-examination and interaction with others. Mankind must be liberated by 
the God of liberation because mankind is bound by cultural differences, prejudices, and 
other propensities that are self-inflicted. 27 

The basis for Christian faith and hope is the power of Jesus to overcome the 
sufferings on the cross upon which he was crucified. The crucifixion and resurrection are 
the most powerful symbols of liberation because Jesus overcomes death, hell and the 
grave, establishing power over all sin and evil in the world. Jesus is the ultimate 
embodiment of liberation as expressed in the resurrection—a symbol of newness, 


27 J. H, Harris, Preaching Liberation (Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 1995), 24-25. 
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transformation and change.28 God raised Moses and others to lead the Israelites out of 
bondage from Egypt. As He did then and even today He continues to raise disciples and 
these disciples continue making disciples to fight for the cause of freedom and liberation 
for all people by resembling Him as teacher. 

Oppressed people can identify with God as liberator because of experiences 
throughout history such as slavery, segregation, Jim Crow laws and keeping people of 
other nationalities out of the United States. James Weldon Johnson in his book of 
sermons, God’s Trombones, depicts the liberating power and spirit of God as well as 
God’s relationship to those who are oppressed. 29 

Without giving up anything mankind has the ability to be the oppressor. Material 
possessions can cause mankind to be arrogant and feel himself/herself superior to others 
and to look down on the less fortunate. Liberation theology is necessary because, 
according to Bonhoeffer, mankind has to be free from himself or herself. The only way 
to become free is to give up the world so that God can come in and use mankind. 

Only when a person lets go of the world and its possessions can Christ really use 
that person in effective ways to build up His kingdom. Because of the imperfections of 
mankind, he will disappoint; however, Jesus will deliver on His promises through faith. 
Jesus has authority in heaven and on earth and on the basis of this authority given to Him 
by his Father is the Great Commission given and mandated. No government, other 
organization, political system or philosophy can cancel out this authority. 


28 Harris, Preaching Liberation, 11. 

29 Harris, Preaching Liberation, 25-26. 



100 

G. Liebholz states about Bonhoeffer “God has chosen him to the highest task of a 
Christian...a martyr.”30 For Bonhoeffer, following Jesus proclaims a discipleship which 
will liberate mankind from all man-made dogmas, from every burden and oppression, 
from every anxiety and torture affecting the conscious, escaping from their own laws and 
submitting to Jesus Christ.3i 

For emphasis, mankind must remember that cheap grace is preaching forgiveness 
without requiring repentance, baptism without church discipline, communion without 
confession. Cheap grace is without discipleship, grace without the cross, grace without 
Jesus Christ, living and incarnate. This attitude is counter-productive to all that Jesus 
intended in His Great Commission mandate. (Matthew 28: 16-20) 

Karl Barth, Dietrich Bonhoeffer and other theologians organized the Confessing 
Church which announced in its Barmen Declaration (1934) its allegiance first to Jesus 
Christ. The group repudiated false teachings. Bonhoeffer called for a more faithful and 
radical obedience to Christ and a severe rebuke of comfortable Christianity which he 
refers to as cheap grace. 

Bonhoeffer signed up with the German secret service to serve as a double agent— 
supposedly collecting information about the places he visited, but instead was trying to 
help Jews escape Nazi oppression. He also became a part of a plot to overthrow and later 
to assassinate Hitler. Although Bonhoeffer had chosen to come to America, he wrote 
theologian Reinhold Niebuhr that he felt a need to be in his home sharing his life with the 
reconstruction of the Christian life in Germany. 

30 Bonhoeffer, 15. 


3i Bonhoeffer, 37. 
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While in prison, Bonhoeffer pastored fellow prisoners reflecting on “Jesus Christ 
for today, and he wrote, “God lets himself be pushed out of the world on to the cross. He 
is weak and powerless in the world, and that is precisely the way, the only way, in which 
he is with us and helps us. ”32 The Bible makes it quite clear that Christ helps us, not 
because of his omnipotence, but by virtue of his weakness and suffering. The Bible 
directs us to God’s powerlessness and suffering through Christ Jesus; only the suffering 
that God can help. Bonhoeffer exemplified discipleship through the kind of life he led. 
For Bonhoeffer, the “Spirit of man is the lamp of the Lord.”33 

In another passage, Bonhoeffer states that being a Christian does not mean being 
religious in a particular way.. .but to be the man that Christ creates in us, participating in 
the sufferings of God in the secular life. 34 Bonhoeffer abjured any thinking of two 
spheres—i.e., separation of church and the world, nature and grace, the sacred and the 
profane—he called for a unitive, concrete ethic founded on Christology, doctrines about 
the person and work of Christ. Bonhoeffer welcomed Christianity and humanism in the 
face of tyranny. Bonhoeffer asked whether humanity’s increasing ability to cope with its 
problems without the hypothesis of God might not indicate the obsolescence of the 
religious premise upon which Christianity was based. 

Through reading the Scriptures, mankind knows that Jesus was fully human and 
fully divine as he walked the earth. The Nicene Creed speaks of the Son of God as being 
of one substance with God the Father. Matthew depicts Jesus as the authoritative 

32 Bonhoeffer, 18 

33 Bonhoeffer, 18. 


34 Bonhoeffer, 47. 
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messianic teacher whose exposition of the law brings to light a new and higher 
righteousness and whose life and death fulfill the promises of the Old Testament. Paul 
emphasizes that Jesus the risen Lord is none other than the one who was crucified. The 
cross of Christ is the very power and wisdom of God (ICor. 1:24). Because Hans Kung 
notes the various portrayals of Christ—piety and secularity, ancient dogma and modem 
ideology, dominant culture and counterculture, of political action and social revolution, 
of classical and popular literature—he states that the question of the true Christ becomes 
unavoidable and urgent. 35 Knowledge of Christ is not simply academic or historical, but 
is faith knowledge. Faith in Christ is not just mankind knowing about him, but as a 
disciple, trusting in him and being ready to follow him as the way, the truth and the life. 
What the Bible and the church want primarily to affirm about Jesus is that in Him, God 
brings forgiveness, liberation, reconciliation and new life to the world. As disciples, 
affirmation is that in Jesus, God is present and graciously active for the salvation of the 
world. The New Testament proclaims that Jesus is the fulfillment of the covenant of God 
with his people, with the hope of Israel. 

Christian life is in movement toward a goal. God not only justifies and sanctifies 
human life in the power of the spirit but also gives it a particular vocation and a great 
hope. The themes of election and vocation are deeply embedded in biblical witness. God 
calls Abraham, chooses the people of Israel, summons the prophets, sends Jesus of 
Nazareth, and commissions the followers of Jesus for service in the world. Scripture 
speaks of the election of the people of God in Jesus Christ before the foundation of the 
world (Eph. 1:4). God freely elects creatures to be partners in the mending of creation. 


35 Kung, On Being a Christian (New York: Doubleday, 1976), 126-44 
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Election is a call not to privilege, but to service. Israel is chosen by God to be a blessing 
to all the nations of the earth (Gen. 12:2-3). The servant of God is to be a light to the 
nations (Isa. 42:6, 49:6). Jesus Christ is the chosen Son of God, who obediently does the 
work and calls others to take part in this work (John 4:34, 15:16). Human beings are 
called to be co-workers with God in the mission of liberation and reconciliation. They 
receive a new dignity and purpose when they are given this task. Every gift of the Spirit 
of God includes a responsibility. As Dietrich Bonhoeffer puts it, the grace of God is 
freely given, but it is not cheap. We have been called and commissioned to costly 
service. 36 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote, “The Bible directs us to God’s powerless and 
suffering; only the suffering God can help. ”37 The suffering God is the triune whose holy, 
self-giving, victorious love is at work from the beginning of the creation of the world 
through its completion until the end time comes. Thus, being a disciple for Christ calls 
for faithfulness, creativity and imagination. People are called to freedom and 
responsibility in every sphere of life. There is transformation in the lives of humans in 
concrete ways regardless of the situation. Jesus gives a prescription of how we are to be 
disciples, regardless of the situation in which we may find ourselves. 

The vocation of a Christian as a disciple is not to be confused with a job or 
profession by which one earns a livelihood. One is called to be a partner in God’s mission 
in the world. Christian discipleship involves inward growth and renewal, but does not 
turn on itself as self being most important. Christian discipleship is in movement outward 

36 Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship (London: SCM Press, 1959), 45. 

37 Bonhoeffer, Letters and Papers from Prison (New York: Macmillan, 1972), 361. 
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to others and forward to the future of the completion of God’s redemptive activity. 38 
Through Christianity, there is the ministry of liberative reconciliation, the call to invite all 
into a new community where justice is cherished and where freedom and love flourish, a 
community that is grounded in Chris, empowered by the Spirit, and destined for 
participation in the eternal communion of the triune God. Universal participation in the 
love of the triune God made known in Christ and effectively at work in the activity of the 
Holy Spirit is the goal of Christian mission. Christians live by the promise of God and 
thus in creative hope. There is work to be done, a message to be proclaimed, forgiveness 
to be offered and practiced, service to be rendered, hostility to overcome, and injustice to 
be rectified. Christian life is more than acceptance of the forgiveness of sins and more 
than personal transformation, although this is needed. Discipleship life is to participate in 
the preparation of all creation for the coming reign of God marked by God’s justice, 
freedom and peace. It is the highest of callings and is empowered by “grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit” (2Cor.l3:14). 

In conclusion theologically, next to Jesus, discipleship is the life blood of the 
church. The members of the church must consider their faith in the life of the growth of 
the church and the church itself with the intentionality of making disciples. It is vital that 
Christians live as Jesus lived and not have a hypocritical mindset. The mental attitude 
cannot be do as I say, and not as I do. Disciples must be unified in their Christian walk 
being that beacon of light, emulating Christ walking as Christ walked. Their desire, living 
as Jesus lived, should be to draw those people to them who want to know Jesus, become a 
disciple by accepting Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior of their lives, be baptized in the 
faith, becoming disciples and joining others to make disciples. Genuine Christianity is the 


38 Bonhoeffer, p!7. 
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sign of power and truth of the gospel to the people who are not in Christ, the people who 
are in the outside world—out of the Christian community—who are very observant of 
the faith community. The Great Commission mandate is ... to make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.. .Following the commands 
of Jesus causes mankind to live as Jesus lived through faith. Jesus lived under the 
commands of His Father God. When Jesus was in the Garden of Gethsemane, He prayed, 
“not my will but thy will...” In other words, Jesus wanted the death and everything that 
he was to undergo to pass from Him. However he was prepared to do the will of his 
Father. Just as Jesus was under the Lordship of his Father, in order to be a disciple and to 
make disciples mankind must submit to the will of Jesus in living as He lived. 

Also liberation theology has its place in discipleship making. Through his 
teachings, Jesus eliminated any kind of injustices to those persons around Him. All 
persons were equal in his sight. As examples, Jesus showed no favoritism through his 
healings, casting out demons and bidding all to come unto Him, those who had faith. 
Persons must be free from all things that are not Christ-like. There must be a mindset for 
transformation if disciples are to have the mind of Christ. There is deliverance of 
mankind from inhumanity to which persons might be subjected because of power 
structures, whether political or social. Disciples are to build up the world as Christ did, 
knowing that He is the great liberator and salvation of all whose minds are centered on 
Him. In Scripture, persons are released from all kinds of strongholds, hardships and 
bondages. God’s purpose through Jesus is that people are free from spiritual, political and 
physical oppression or anything that hampers and prevents mankind from emulating Him. 
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According to Jesus, all are called to be and make disciples. Mankind has to be free and 
there is no need for anyone who is a disciple and who is making disciples to fear because 
Christ will be with all persons carrying out His mandate until the very end of the age. 



CHAPTER FIVE 


INTERDISCIPLINARY FOUNDATIONS 


For this interdisciplinary chapter, learning theories/styles were chosen because in 
teaching, Jesus uses various methods to instruct his disciples: parables, stories, analogies 
and sayings, to name a few. Jesus also wanted the disciples to think broadly. So today, in 
teaching Christians to become disciples, various styles need to be used because persons 
have different learning styles. Also, as Christians grow stronger, becoming more mature, 
their thought process changes and they are able to communicate spiritually with more 
intensity. 

Learning theories, now known as learning styles, have been chosen for the 
interdisciplinary chapter to maximize learning of Christians in the disciple making 
process. Behaviorism, cognitivism, constructivism, humanism and connectivism are the 
learning theories to be discussed. There are various theories of learning, thus teachers 
have at their disposal, various ways to instruct students so that they master material to be 
learned. The focus is to help all students maximize their potential. 

Learning is the “process that results in a relatively enduring change in a person or 
persons .”1 Winn states that learning is a dynamic process whereby the knowledge and 


i Patricia Alexander, Handbook of Educational Psychology (New York, NY: Routledge Publishers, 
2009), 186. 
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skills of students are different when compared before to after learning .2 According to 
Muijs, teaching is the promotion of students learning, so knowledge of learning and 
theory of learning should inform teaching .3 

Learning theories explain how students learn. If teachers understand how students 
learn, then their teaching strategies or practices can be adapted so that the quality of the 
learners’ experiences may be enhanced .4 There are a number of paradigms which explain 
how students learn. 

Behaviorism, cognitivism, constructivism, humanism and connectivism are the 
four broad learning theories most often utilized in the creation of instructional 
environments. All of these theories with the exception of connectivism were developed in 
a time when learning was not impacted through technology. Each of these theories will 
be discussed in detail to indicate what they mean. 

Behaviorism, also known as behavioral psychology, is a theory of learning based 
on the idea that all behaviors are acquired through conditioning .5 Behaviorism is a 
worldview that assumes a learner is essentially passive, responding to environmental 
stimuli and was developed by B. F. Skinner.6 Behavior can be explained by external 
factors, and behavioral conditioning can be used as a universal process. In behaviorism, 
the ideas of positive and negative reinforcement are effective tools of learning. Behavior 

2 Marsha T. Winn, Justice on Both Sides (Cambridge, MA: Harvard Education Press, 2018), 48. 

3 Daniel Muijs, Effective Teaching , (New York, NY: SAGE, 2007), 75. 

4 Muijs, 78. 

5 Alexander, 190. 

6 B. F. Skinner, About Behaviorism (New York, NY: Knopf Doubleday Publishing Group, 2011), 
58. 
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modification as well as a punishment and reward system are a part of behaviorism. 
Behavior modification has as its focus to prevent negative behavior. Positive rewards and 
negative punishment decreases the likelihood that bad behaviors will continue to occur. 

Behaviorism is a worldview that operates on a principle of “stimulus- 
response. ”7 All behavior that is caused by external stimuli falls in the category of operant 
conditioning. All behavior can be explained without the need to consider internal mental 
states or consciousness.8 The learner starts off as a clean slate, and behavior is shaped 
through positive or negative reinforcement .9 Both positive reinforcement and negative 
reinforcement increase the probability that the previous behavior will or will not happen 
again. Positive indicates the application of the stimulus. Negative indicates the 
withholding of the stimulus. Learning is therefore defined as a change in the behavior of 
the learner. 10 Lots of early behaviorist work was done with animals such as Pavlov’s dogs 
and generalized to humans. 11 

Behaviorism states that learning is largely unknowable; that is, we can’t possibly 
understand what goes on inside a person—the black box theory. 12 Gredler states that 
behaviorism makes three assumptions about learning: observable behavior is more 
important than understanding internal activities; that behavior should be focused on 


7 B. F. Skinner, Science and Human Behavior (New York, NY: MacMillan, 1953), 61. 

8 Skinner, 85. 

9 J. B. Watson, Behaviorism (New York, NY: Norton, 1930), 108. 

10 Watson, 113. 

11 I. P. Pavlov & G. V. Anrep, Conditioned Reflexes (Grants Pass, OR: Courier Corporation, 2003), 
113. 

12 Margaret Gredler, Learning and Instruction: Theory Into Practice (Upper Saddle River, NJ: 
Pearson, 2005), 145. 
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specific stimuli and responses; and that learning is about behavior change. 13 
Consequently, behaviorism is a learning theory that only focuses on objectively 
observable behaviors and discounts any independent activities of the mind. 

Behaviorists define learning as nothing more than the acquisition of new behavior 
based on environmental conditions. 14 There are two types of conditioning that 
behaviorists use: classical conditioning and behavioral conditioning or operant 
conditioning. 15 Classical conditioning occurs when a natural reflex responds to a 
stimulus. 16 One of the more common examples of classical conditioning in the 
educational environment is in situations where students exhibit irrational fears and 
anxieties l ik e fear of failure, fear of public speaking and general school phobia. 17 
Behavioral or operant conditioning occurs when a response to a stimulus is reinforced, is 
Basically, operant conditioning is a simple feedback system. If a reward or reinforcement 
follows the response to a stimulus, then the response becomes more probable in the 
future. 19 For example, B. F. Skinner used reinforcement techniques to teach pigeons to 
dance and bowl a ball in a mini-alley .20 


nGredler, 147. 

14 Watson, 112. 

15 Watson, 114. 
i6Muijs, 116. 
nSkinner, 75. 
is Skinner, 76. 
19 Skinner, 78. 


2 oSkinner, 80. 
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This theory is simple to understand because it relies only on observable behavior. 
Behaviorism is often used by teachers who reward or punish student behaviors. This 
behavioral theory is now regarded as brain based learning which involves three 
instructional techniques: orchestrated immersion, relaxed alertness and active 
processing .21 These instructional techniques attempt to create learning environments that 
fully immerse students into the educational environment. They also attempt to eliminate 
fear in learners while maintaining a challenging environment that allows the learner to 
consolidate and internalize information by actively processing it. 22 

Radical behaviorism describes a particular school that emerged during the reign 
of behaviorism. The major differences were in the acceptance of mediating structures and 
the role emotions played. Children act out for various reasons which include getting 
attention, to change focus, intentional distraction, or simply to manipulate an adult to get 
their way. 

The curriculum is designed around the interests of the student and students are 
allowed to work in teams and use peripheral, learning in the form of posters and materials 
that they see in the classroom but are not asked to study. 23 However, the teacher 
structures the learning around real problems, encouraging students to also learn in 
settings outside the classroom and the school building. Since all students are learning, it 
is believed that their assessments should allow them to understand their own learning 
styles and preferences which allow the students to monitor and enhance their own 

21 Gredler, 105. 

22 Muijs, 115. 


23 Muijs, 117. 
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learning process. 24 Most of the time, students are much smarter than their teachers give 
them credit for being. Research shows that high expectations from students bring the 
greatest results. Expecting nothing from students because of their socioeconomic 
backgrounds will result in the students not reaching their full potential—the self-fulfilling 
prophecy. 

Renate Cain illustrates the following in her book: learners must be immersed in 
complex interactive experiences, the work must be challenging, and there must be 
intensive analysis of different ways of approaching a problem. 25 

Cognitivism often takes a computer information processing model. Learning is 
viewed as a process of inputs, managed in short term memory, and coded for long-term 
recall. Cindy Buell details this process: “In cognitive theories, knowledge is viewed as 
symbolic mental constructs in the learner’s mind, and the learning process is the means 
by which these symbolic representations are committed to memory. ”26 Cognitivism is a 
learning theory that focuses on the process involved in learning rather than on the 
observed behavior. Cognitivists do not require an outward exhibition of learning, but 
focus more on the internal processes and connections that take place during learning. The 
learner is viewed as an information processor. Knowledge can be seen as schema or 
symbolic mental constructions and learning is defined as change in a learner’s schemata. 


24 G. Gay, Culturally Responsive Teaching: Theory , Research and Practice (New York, NY: 
Teachers College Press, 2010), 79. 

25Renate Cain, Making Connections: Teaching and the Human Brain (New York, NY: Addison- 
Wesley, 1994), 83. 


26 Cindy Buell, Cognitivism: The Mind Av A Processor (New York: NY Penguin Books, 2002), 27. 
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The cognitivist theory developed as a reaction to behaviorism. 27 Chomsky’s 
argument against behaviorism was that language could not be acquired purely through 
conditioning, and must be explained at least partly by the existence of some inner 
abilities. 28 

The learners according to cognitivists are active participants in the learning 
process. They use various strategies to process and construct their personal understanding 
of the content to which they are exposed. Students are not considered anymore as 
recipients that teachers fill with knowledge, but as active participants in the learning. 

Constructivism is a philosophy of learning founded on the premise that by 
reflecting on our experiences, the learners constructs their own understanding of the 
world in which they live. 29 All persons generate their own rules and mental models which 
are used to make sense of experiences. Learning for the constructivist is simply the 
process of adjusting mental models to accommodate new experiences. The constructivist 
is in search for meaning; consequently, the learner starts with issues around which 
students are actively trying to construct meaning. 30 Further, meaning requires 
understanding wholes as well as parts, and the parts must be understood in the context of 
wholes. As a result, learning focuses on primary concepts and not isolated facts. 
According to the constructivist learning theory, in order to teach well, teachers have to 
understand the mental models that students use to perceive the world and the assumptions 

27 J. Brooks, In Search of Understanding: The Case for Constructivist Classrooms (New York, 

NY: MacMillan, 2010), 78. 

28 Buell, 80. 

29 Brooks, 82. 


30 Brooks, 85. 



114 

they make to support the models. 31 The purpose of learning for individuals is to construct 
their own meaning, not just to memorize right answers and repeat someone else’s 
meaning because education is interdisciplinary. Therefore the only valuable way to 
measure learning is to make the assessment part of the learning process, ensuring it 
provides students with information on the quality of learning. 32 

Constructivism suggests that learners create knowledge as they attempt to 
understand their experiences. 33 Constuctivists are more likely to allow for 
experimentation and exploration in the classroom and place a greater emphasis on the 
experience of the learner. They feel that an understanding of the brain informs teaching. 
People often say that everyone can learn. The reality is that everyone does learn. 

Everyone is bom with a brain that functions as an immensely powerful processor. 
Traditional schooling however often inhibits learning by discouraging, ignoring or 
punishing the brain’s natural learning processes. Behaviorism and cognitivism view 
knowledge as external to the learner and the learning process as the act of internalizing 
knowledge. 34 Constructivism assumes that learners are not empty vessels to be filled 
with knowledge. Instead, learners are actively attempting to create meaning. Learners 
often select and pursue their own learning. Constructivist principles acknowledge that 
real-life learning is messy and complex. Classrooms which emulate the “fuzziness” of 
this learning will be more effective in preparing learners for life-long learning. 


31 Brooks, 90. 

32 Brooks, 92. 

33 Brooks, 95. 


34 Brooks, 97. 
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Constructivism impacts student learning by the curriculum, the instructional 
process by the teachers and the kind of assessments used. The constructivism curriculum 
calls for the elimination of a standardized curriculum, and instead promotes using 
curricula customized to the prior knowledge of the students. 35 This learning theory also 
emphasizes hands-on problem solving. This enhances the ability of the students to think 
analytically and critically. 

Under constructivism, educators focus on having students to make connections 
between facts and fostering new understanding as new learning takes place as these 
connections are made. Also, according to the constructivist’s theory of learning, 
instructors should tailor their teaching strategies to student responses and encourage 
students to analyze, interpret and predict information. 36 For the constructivist, questions 
should be open-ended as to promote extensive dialog among students. 37 The 
constructivism learning theory calls for the elimination of grades and standardized testing 
and the assessment becomes a part of the learning process so that students play a larger 
role in judging their own progress. 38 This could be done in the form of portfolios. All 
stakeholders, teachers, students, and parents are able to view the students’ strengths and 
weaknesses as subject matter is being taught. Also, fear of failure is not as prevalent 
because grades are removed. The portfolio is used because students are able to capitalize 
on their strengths and improve upon their weaknesses without grades being an influence 
or deterrent to not try for fear of failure. 


35 Brooks, 98. 

36 Brooks, 101. 

37 Brooks, 102. 


38 Brooks, 104. 
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Humanism is a theory that believes that learning is viewed as a personal act to 
fulfill one’s potential. The student is the central focus and learning is personalized. The 
role of the educator is that of facilitator. Learning is from the potential for growth. 39 The 
humanist has as its philosophy that humans control their own destiny and have unlimited 
potential for growth and development .40 On the part of the teacher, the learning 
environment should be positive and emotionally comfortable to the students. The teacher 
tries to build the students’ self-esteem and confidence, their desire to learn and allow 
students to move at their own pace, differentiating instruction. Experiential learning is a 
key factor—incorporating the students’ background to build and guide their current 
learning. 

Maslow considers the goal to be self-actualization as does Carl Rogers .41 The 
goals include discovery of a vocation or destiny, knowledge and acquisition of a set of 
values, a sense of accomplishment and the realization that life is precious. 

Knowles and Carl Rogers state that as people mature, they move from a 
dependent personality to a self-directed human being. 42 Carl Rogers equates client- 
centered therapy with student-centered learning. Carl Rogers equates characteristics like 
personal involvement, self-initiated, pervasive, evaluation by the learner with student- 


39 Carl Rogers, Person to Person On Being Human (New York, NY: McGraw Hill, 1961), 100. 

40 Rogers, 101. 

41 Carl Rogers, On Becoming a Person: A Psychotherapists View of Psychotherapy (New York, 
NY: Houghton Miflin, 1961), 45. 


42 Rogers, 48. 
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centered learning. 43 Rogers’ beliefs focus on personal characteristics and values of 
humans. 

With humanism, the focus of learning is on the individual and self-development, 
with learners expected to be primarily responsible for their own learning. 44 The learner 
must be self-directed. Self-actualization is the motivating force which helps people to 
realize their full potential which is the goal of learning. The learner has control over his 
learning and has responsibility for his own success. 

Humanism, a paradigm that emerged in the 1960’s focuses on the human freedom, 
dignity and potential. A central assumption is that humanism, according to Huitt is that 
people act with intentionality and values. 45 Humanists also believe that it is necessary to 
study the person as a whole, especially as an individual grows and develops over the life 
span. It follows that the study of the self, motivation, and goals are areas of particular 
interest. 

Key proponents of humanism include Carl Rogers and Abraham Maslow. A 
primary purpose of humanism could be described as the development of self-actualized 
autonomous people. In humanism, learning is student centered and personalized, and the 
educator’s role is that of facilitator. Affective and cognitive needs are key, and the goal is 
to develop self-actualized people in a cooperative, supportive environment. 


43 Rogers, 49. 

44 Rogers, 56. 


45 Huitt, 2001. 
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Humanism can be seen in the parental perspective of teaching a child. The parent 
has the responsibility of imparting knowledge as well as building self-esteem and 
awareness. The humanist learning theory emphasizes freedom and responsibility. 

Carl Rogers believed that humans have one basic motive, to fulfill one’s potential 
and achieve the highest level, reaching their fullest potential. He also believed that people 
are inherently good and creative. This was called self-actualization when a person 
achieved all of their goals, wishes and desires in life. Rogers identified five 
characteristics of a fully functioning person: open to experience, living and appreciating 
the present, trusting feelings, being creative and having a fulfilling life.46 

Connectivism is a relatively new learning theory, developed and based upon the 
idea that people process information by forming connections. This theory has developed 
with the digital and technology age, adapting to advances in these areas. Connectivism is 
the integration of principles explored by chaos, network, complexity, and self¬ 
organization theories. 47 The new theory suggests that people no longer stop learning 
after formal education and continue to gain knowledge from other avenues such as job 
skills, networking, experience and access to information with new tools in technology. 
Leaning is a process that occurs within nebulous environments such as a data base of 
shifting core elements that are not entirely under the control of the individual, but is 
resides outside of a person which focuses on connecting specialized information, altering 
foundations. 48 

46 Carl Rogers, On Becoming a Person: A Psychotherapists View of Psychotherapy (New York, 
NY: Houghton Miflin, 1961), 45. 
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Over the last twenty years, technology has reorganized how we live, how we 
communicate, and how we learn. Learning needs and theories that describe learning 
principles and processes should be reflective of underlying social environments. Vaill 
emphasizes that “learning must be a way of being—an ongoing set of attitudes and 
actions by individuals and groups that they employ to try to keep abreast of the surprising, 
novel, messy, obtrusive, recurring events... ”49 

Learners as little as forty years ago would complete the required schooling and 
enter a career that would often last a lifetime. Information development was slow. The 
life of knowledge was measured in decades. Today, these foundational principles have 
been altered. Knowledge is growing exponentially. In many fields the life of knowledge 
is now measured in months and years. Gonzales describes the challenges of rapidly 
diminishing knowledge by describing it as half-life knowledge. He states that “half-life of 
knowledge” is the time span from when knowledge is gained to when it becomes 
obsolete; and that what is known today was not known ten years ago.50 Further, he states 
that the amount of knowledge in the world has doubled in the past ten years and is 
doubling every eighteen months according to the American Society of Training and 
Documentation (ASTD). 5 i To combat the shrinking half-life of knowledge, organizations 
have been forced to develop new methods of deploying instruction.52 

Some significant trends in learning show that learner move into a variety of 
different unrelated fields over the course of their life time, and that informal learning is a 

49 P. B Vaill, Learning Makes Sense (New York, NY: Houghton Miflin, 1996) 42. 

50 Rafael Gonzalez, Digital Image Processing (New York, NY: Pearson, 2017) 48. 

51 Gonzalez, 49. 
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significant aspect of a person’s learning experience. From persons’ experiences, learning 


takes place in a variety of ways—through communities of practice, personal networks, 
and through completion of work related tasks. Further, learning is a continual process in 
that persons learn as long as they live. Additionally, technology causes us to use our 
brains in different ways as the tools people use define and reshape thinking because of 
graphic designs already programmed in the computer and also the language of texting 
and how it modifies spelling as well as graphics and other abbreviations that are used on 
smart phones. Within the organization, many tasks that were handled by man power 
within the organization can now be off-loaded to or supported by technology. Know-how 
and know-what is being supplemented with know-where—the understanding of where to 
find the knowledge needed. 

Connectivism also addresses the challenges that many corporations face because 
knowledge that resides in a database has to be connected with the right people in the right 
context. This must be done in order to be classified as learning which can be considered 
transference but cannot disrupt the organization in terms of its workload and the end 
product of what the responsibilities of the organization are. In a knowledge economy, the 
flow of information is the equivalent of the oil pipe in an industrial economy. 53 The 
health of the learning ecology depends on the effective nurturing of the information 
flow. 54 

The starting point of connectivism is the individual. The cycle of knowledge 
which has an ebb and flow from persons, to networks, to organizations allows learners to 

53 C. Gonzalez, The Role of Blended Learning (New York, NY: Penguin Books, 2004), 100. 
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remain current in their field through the connections that have been formed. 55 People gain 
all kinds of knowledge based on experiences, and if used correctly, this knowledge can be 
used to improve existing efforts such as the educational and staff development areas of 
the organization. An example of how this method was used in a school district for a 
mentoring program linked senior citizens with elementary students. The students listened 
to the senior citizens who were used as surrogate grandparents for the children and 
whereas students would not listen to parents, they made connections to the seniors and 
listened to them. 56 

Driscoll defines learning as “a persisting change in human performance or 
performance potential which must come about as a result of the learner’s experience and 
interaction in with the world. 57 This definition encompasses many of those attributes 
commonly associated with behaviorism, cognitivism and constructivism, namely, 
learning as a lasting changed state—emotional, mental, physiological skills—brought 
about as a result of experiences and interactions with other people.58 Driscoll explores 
some of the complexities of defining learning. The debate centers on valid sources of 
knowledge, the content of knowledge, and epistemological traditions in relation to 
learning. The questions raised by Driscoll are whether knowledge is gained through 
experiences or through thinking and reasoning; and if content knowledge is knowable or 
if it is knowable through human experiences^ 

55 Gonzalez, 102. 

56 Gonzalez, 104. 

57 John Driscoll, All About Learning (New York, NY: Scribner & Sons, 2000), 11. 
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The epistemological traditions in learning are objectivism, pragmatism and 
interpretivism.6o All of these learning theories hold the notion that knowledge is a state 
that is attainable if not already innate through either reasoning or experiences.6i 
Behaviorism, cognitivism and constructivism attempt to address how it is that a person 
learns. 

A central tenet of most learning theories is that learning occurs inside a person. 
Even social constructivist views, which hold that learning is a socially enacted process 
promotes the principality of the individual and his or her physical presence using the 
brain in learning. These theories do not address learning that occurs outside of people, but 
learning that is stored and manipulated by technology. They also fail to describe how 
learning happens within organizations. 

Learning theories are concerned with the actual process of learning, not with the 
value of what is being learned. In a networked world, the very manner of information that 
we acquire is worth exploring. The need to evaluate the worthiness of learning something 
is a meta-skill that is applied before learning itself begins. When knowledge is subject to 
scarcity, the process of assessing worthiness is assumed to be intrinsic to learning. When 
knowledge is abundant, the rapid evaluation of knowledge is important. Additional 
concerns arise from the rapid increase in information. In today’s environment, action is 
often needed without personal learning—that is, we need to act by drawing information 
outside of our primary knowledge. The ability to synthesize and recognize connections 
and patterns is a valuable skill. 
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Including technology and connection making as learning activities begins to move 
learning to a digital age. Learning can no longer be experienced and acquired as a need to 
act. Competence is formed from making connections. Karen Stephens states that 
experience has long been considered the best teacher of knowledge. 

Over the last twenty years, technology has reorganized how we live, how we 
communicate, and how we learn. Learning needs and theories that describe learning 
principles and processes should be reflective of underlying social environments. Vail 
emphasizes that “learning must be a way of being—an ongoing set of attitudes and 
actions by individuals and groups that they employ to try to keep abreast of the surprising, 
novel, messy, obtrusive, recurring events... ”62 

In conclusion, learning theories are very important to be understood if learners are 
to be successful in school. Learners are different in their way of thinking but all should be 
given the same opportunities to access and retain knowledge. In each learning theory, the 
goal is to help the learners have positive school experiences as they maximize their 
potential. Behaviorism, cognitivism, constructivism, humanism, and connectivism are 
ways of helping students learn. All of these theories to some degree are intertwined in the 
learning process so that learners are able to maximize their potential. Persons who 
instruct learners should have knowledge of these theories so that learners have the 
opportunity to become contributing members of society. 

In making disciples for Christ, there must be a variety of ways to study in 
community and to reach others in the disciple making process. This is why leaning 
theories/styles are so important. As disciples continue to make disciples, they should have 
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positive disciple making strategies at their disposal as the great commission is being 
carried out. 



CHAPTER SIX 


PROJECT ANALYSIS 

In this chapter, the researcher will provide the detailed support of the information 
that was gained throughout the implementation and duration of this project. The 
qualitative research method was used. In the project analysis, there will be an analysis of 
the qualitative information that research participants gained during the Sunday school 
lessons that were taught on discipleship, the sermons that were preached and information 
acquired through the journaling process, as well as the information gained in terms of the 
understanding of discipleship being the responsibility of all members in order for the 
church to grow. It was necessary for the participants to keep a journal so that when it was 
time to gather information that was gained during this project, the participants had 
information that they could refer to for the accuracy of this project for the researcher. 

The goal of the researcher is to provide a truthful assessment of the project’s significant 
circumstances and phenomena as well as what the information from participants 
confirmed or failed to confirm. Also at the end of this project recommendations will be 
made for continued growth and outreach for this context once disciples were comfortable 
discipling within. 

In the Great Commission the promises of Jesus, not only continues with the 
disciples but with their successors and even with the successors beyond them until the 
end of the age. It was determined and accepted by the participants in this project for the 
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sake of clarity that the words for discipleship are know, grow and go, making as many 
disciples as possible. One research participant understood his role and responsibility to 
make disciples and understood the necessity for church growth but felt unworthy. The 
research participant’s explanation for unworthiness was that Jesus had done so much for 
him and he appreciated what had been done but still felt unworthy. 

The question became even though you feel unworthy, are you still willing to study 
Jesus in community with others and disciple others helping them in their faith to become 
more mature Christians, increasing the number of disciples, so the gospel can continue to 
be spread? The response was a definite yes. 

Another participant stated that there would be a sense of fear to go into unfamiliar 
territory telling others about Jesus and making disciples. However, this participant 
brought herself back to Scripture by stating that she had faith and did not have to be 
afraid because Jesus would be with her. The eight participants in the group understood 
that they would suffer with Christ. Also, they understood that they might be rejected, 
might even risk being hurt, but were still willing to do this work. 

What Jesus asked to be done is the model and goal for all Christians who have 
discipleship in mind. According to the participants, Jesus in asking that disciples be made, 
desires that His call be responded to. Also, Jesus’ principles of servanthood should be 
responded to. 

A general observation of my context reveals that the ministerial demands placed 
on those in church leadership have continually increased. However, the pastor cannot 
grow the church alone. The pastor needs the help of everyone. Jesus called everyone to 


be a disciple. 
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Another participant stated that the entire congregation has to be taught as Jesus 
taught that every Christian has the responsibility of spreading the gospel message, 
making disciples and evangelizing. This participant expressed that he is greater than the 
one who is in the world. Those who have not accepted Christ and attempt to become a 
disciple are from the world; therefore what they say is from the world, having no 
scriptural basis, and the world listens to them for they are hearing worldly information. 
Another participant expressed to the group that disciples are from God. That participant 
emphatically expressed to the group, “Disciples are from God. Whoever knows God 
listens to us, and whoever is not from God does not listen to us. From this we know the 
spirit of truth and the spirit of error.” Disciples are in the world but not of the world. 

The biblical texts selected for the project in making disciples as all participants 
realized, offer insight into both sides of the identified issue. The Old Testament text 
(Isaiah 12:4-5) presents Isaiah telling others God’s name and what he has done is to be 
proclaimed and that his name is exalted. What God has done is to be proclaimed 
throughout the world. The New Testament text (Matthew 28:18-20) depicts Jesus giving 
the command to go and make disciples. The participants expressed that these biblical 
texts are very relevant to this model of ministry because they illustrate the seriousness of 
calling those who are disciples to continue to be disciples as well as make new ones so 
that the gospel message will continue to be spread. One participant expressed that if the 
gospel message of Jesus Christ is not spread and evangelizing is not done, consequences 
are the gospel message not being spread, church membership declining and fewer 


Christians will be the ultimate result. 
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By reviewing the life of Isaiah and what Jesus commanded in Matthew, present 
day Christians are witnesses to the necessity of making disciples and proclaiming the 
gospel message. In this model of “Making Disciples” the participants admitted that this 
command can be difficult, but God is with us. As Christians, disciples are forced to face 
the mandate of God, to make disciples, to proclaim God so that everyone has the 
opportunity to be a disciple for Christ and focus on church growth. Going back to the 
commission statement, recognizing that there can be stressors in this process, one 
participant stated that Jesus lets us know that He is with us until the end of the age so 
they would be taken care of. 

Isaiah states it is a message that must be proclaimed. Also from the selected 
passages, participants illustrated that Christians of today can also find solace in the 
selected texts as they witness that God’s work is not dependent on one’s personal view of 
success or failure. Every disciple can walk in the footsteps of Isaiah and what is taking 
place in Matthew because God is with them. 

According to another participant, it was stated that Isaiah reminds us that he was 
zealous for God, and just as in Matthew’s gospel, God’s purpose was not confined to 
solely to him but to everyone. God in his grace cares for and uses imperfect people who 
are willing to turn to Him and do his work. Through this project, participants in this study 
were offered the tools by which they will be able to sustain themselves throughout the 
process of discipleship making. 

Methodology and Implementation 

Two sermons were preached on discipleship. Sunday school lessons on 
discipleship were taught for five weeks and focus groups were held. Research 
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participants also kept a journal. The sermon “Will You” was done by a guest minister. 
The sermon, “A Clear Conscience,” was done by the researcher. Information gained from 
both sermons by the research participants is given, however only one sermon is in the 
appendix. Information and ideas gained by the participants in this study from a sermon 
titled “Will You” coming from the Great Commission as stated in Matthew 28: 16-20 are 
listed as follows. The information came from the journals of the participants from their 
notes and was discussed by the group. It was stated that the Great Commission is also 
given in Mark 14:6, Acts 1:8, John 20, and if Jesus gives a command more than once, it 
must be important. Also, the Great Commission is an imperative. There is no plan b, c, or 
d. It must be followed because Jesus said do it. Love God with all your heart and with all 
of your soul and mind. If we do this, we are willing to do what Jesus says so that 
disciples will be made. For this reason, the greatest commandment is tied to the 
commission mandate which brings us back to love. 

The other one is relationships and fellowship. We must be in fellowship and 
relationship with others in order to make disciples, according to the participants. It was 
agreed that the world needs more love and minds wrapped around missionary 
obedience—love that knows no color. 

Additionally, according to the participants, it was stated and agreed upon that if our 
hearts are hardened in any way, nothing will work. We cannot truthfully be disciples; 
consequently, churches will lose ground, where disciples are concerned. We can be 
disciples for Christ, but Christ is the one who saves. Emphasis was placed on the fact that 
only Christ saves. It was also discussed by the participants that as disciples, we can make 
a difference by using our disciple making skills, pulling together to work for God’s 
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purpose. As a result, as God’s vessels, we carry hope because of our faith, knowing that 
the Gospel message will continue to be spread. 

One person likened discipleship to Jesus’ feeding the 5,000 with two fish and five 
loaves of bread. The little was brought to Jesus and Jesus multiplied it. So it is with the 
making of the disciples—each one makes one and before long, there is a multitude of 
disciples. To be a disciple, we must share with persons who have been bruised and 
wounded. Sometimes, hurt comes from within the church but it was revealed that if 
individuals love as God loves, helps as God helps, and rescue as God rescues, there 
would be more people in the discipleship process. A deaf ear would not be turned to 
Jesus’ commandment because people would believe and understand the seriousness of 
this commandment. . 

Another research participant stated that the disciples didn’t need anyone else’s 
permission to be a Jesus follower and neither do we. We only need to be willing to follow 
the commandment that Jesus gave which was go and make disciples, trusting Jesus at his 
word that He will be with us. After all, it’s everyone’s responsibility to make disciples to 
keep the kingdom growing. 

It was also realized and stated by a research participant that the Great Commission 
is not just for those behind the pulpit. This participant realized that sheep make sheep. In 
other words, the participant stated that the pastor and ministerial staff were in leadership 
roles to preach and guide them in being a disciple and in making disciples of others. The 
participant stated that the use of God given gifts, are for God’s glory and never, never for 
self-glorification. It was stated that people need to check their ego constantly, and that 
they should check their motivations before calling themselves a Christian disciple. The 
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statement was made by a participant to witness if participants were truly being Christian 
disciples for the purpose of growing the church. 

Another research participant stated that we are called to have faithful patience and 
courage in being God’s love and light, as well as in believing that all things are possible 
with hope. This same participant stated that Jesus is who He says He is. He is alpha and 
omega, first and last, beginning and end. We are just spiritual beings having a temporary 
earth plea, to carry out the commission mandate in existence in the school of life with the 
best teacher, Jesus. The purpose in life is to have everyone become one with God in the 
disciple making process to help with church growth. God can make Himself known to 
others through the disciple making process as well as through unexpected circumstances 
to bless others. Simply seeing Christ in us on a daily basis can be an unexpected situation, 
especially if a person is seeking undesired behavior. Sometimes God makes Himself 
known through unexpected circumstances and sometimes to bless others. 

When the research participants were asked about the benefits of discipleship, the 
responses from the group were that discipleship offered opportunities to share the gospel 
of Jesus Christ, give some understanding of biblical principles as they relate to Jesus and 
salvation by faith. Discipleship also offered the opportunity to build relationships with 
new Christians as well as strengthen relationships with those persons who were more 
mature in their walk. Relationships with Jesus are also strengthened as persons grow 
together and continue to disciple in community with each other. Further, discipleship 
allowed for mentorship, one participant stated. The new or baby Christians are nurtured. 
Discipleship allowed for a safe and friendly atmosphere to address issues and answer 
questions with the Bible being used as the authority to answer questions raised. Another 
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participant stated that discipleship is transformative, replacing the world’s thinking with 
biblical thinking. Those who are disciples are in the world but not of the world. 

Another research participant stated that discipleship builds humility, for persons 
never stop growing and becoming stronger disciples. Scripture tells us that the heart is 
deceitful so a person may not want to trust his heart at all. The Bible gives wise counsel 
through Scripture and disciples need to resist the temptation to be wise in their own lives. 
Additionally, the discussion proceeded that man doesn’t always know what is best, but 
God knows what is best. 

Other advantages of discipleship from the discussion of participants included that 
through discipleship, people are united with fellow believers. The body of Christians, as 
disciples is not simply to exist on Sundays, or during Bible study or prayer meetings, 
even though each of these activities allow for mutual encouragement. The focus each day 
should be to equip others on how to walk in faith with the Bible as instructions on how 
we should relate to one another as we make more disciples. Discipleship allows for 
persons to become closer to Jesus. Scripture becomes alive as we draw closer to him 
according to the group participants. 

Discussion focused on the fact that as disciples, Jesus is seen at work in the lives of 
each person because of the work that is being done. Jesus’ mission is being carried out in 
that the cross is being taken up in following Him. In other words, discipleship comes at a 
cost. However Jesus, through the Holy Spirit, allows those who are his disciples to 
submit to His will and not the will of their own. Again the commandment teaches 
disciples that Jesus will provide everything the disciples need and the Holy Spirt will help 
to accelerate the process of discipleship and Jesus shows the way. 
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The discussion also centered repeatedly for emphasis that discipleship is important 
because Jesus did it. Jesus taught, trained, and invested his life into his disciples. The 
disciples grasped the life of Christ and held on to his teachings. In the same way, 
disciples now must do the same. Disciples must be doers of the word of God, building 
authentic relationships concerning the word of God in attempts to grow the church. 
Growing more in the knowledge of Jesus causes disciples to walk by faith, study the 
Scriptures, develop a prayer life, communicate their faith, and develop a heart for what’s 
on God’s heart in the discipleship making process. Disciples must also have a heart for 
people who don’t know Jesus and want to share their faith to connect spiritually and have 
spiritual conversations. In the disciple making process, disciples multiply disciples by 
joining in community with their faith and passing on to others their faith by walking 
through Scriptures with them. 

From the sermon, “A Clear Conscience” the discussion from the participants 
included that if Jesus’ mandate is carried out the person’s conscience would be clear. 
Also, it was important that the gospel message continue to be proclaimed and that 
disciples had this responsibility. Even though there is no force, according to one 
participant, it is the expectation. Another participant stated that from this sermon, the 
gospel of Matthew’s is ecclesiastical because it uses the word church. The people make 
up church however, not the building. Further, the participant stated that earthly beings 
were being transformed because the passing of the power that Jesus has is given to man 
through the Holy Spirit, so there will be the continuing presence of God. It was further 
stated that discipleship had to be actualized in the lives of all Christians and that the life 


of Jesus was worthy of emulating. 
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Another participant stated that that the power that man has is to be used in servant 
hood and humility. Every believer, in community, has to serve others in proclaiming the 
word of God in the discipleship process. This is what makes disciples stronger and more 
faithful in being able to carry the gospel message. The power is given through Jesus and 
His word, according to another participant who further stated that disciples are 
committed. The reward of being willing to be a disciple and to disciple others does not 
come from man but from God. It is exciting to know that the word of God continues to go 
forth, the participant explained. 

Also it was noted that through baptism, disciples identify with baptism because it is 
an outward sign of an inward change. In other words, the disciple has made a 
commitment to carry out the work and words of Jesus, exemplifying them in the daily 
Christian walk. One participant noted that others should be able to see Christ in disciples. 
In other words, disciples are Christ like and their actions show it. Discipleship is not done 
alone another participant stated. Jesus is there, providing the Holy Spirit to assist each 
disciple in their walk as others are being disciple. Christ strengthens anyone who is about 
doing His work, one participant stated and another emphasized that disciples have to be 
willing to do the work to grow the kingdom of God. It was summed up that because of 
what Jesus did for mankind, everyone should welcome discipleship and discipleship 
making as well as proclaim the name of Jesus and be willing to share the Gospel 
message. 

Five Sunday school lessons were taught. The first lesson was on humility. Briefly, 
the lesson asked the research participants to examine the teachings of Jesus regarding 
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humility and hospitality and reflect on selfish personal tendencies as well as to identify 
ways to respect those who are considered unworthy. For the research participants, each 
stated that God can use everyone. In the sight of God, everyone is important. Further, 
actions should not be superficial. They should be ones of commitment to a kingdom 
where humble beginnings produce something of lasting value. One participant stated that 
a person can be separated from God because of his attitude of doing for the sake of doing 
which can numb people from what God is saying and wants people to do. The discussion 
on the parable of the wedding shows that humility is an intentional action said one 
participant. As Christians, persons should always think of others before thinking of 
themselves. When a host sees that a person with whom he has a relationship has taken to 
the lowest place, he may invite that guest to move to a higher place according to another 
participant. Recognition is relational and spiritual. Jesus teaches that those who are 
humble in their actions will soon receive recognition from those who can offer a greater 
reward. 

The participants discussed and revealed that Christian discipleship does not justify 
the desire to become famous. Christian discipleship desires persons to take low places of 
recognition, which do not always offer immediate rewards. Christian discipleship speaks 
truth to power and offers those who are least likely to be socially important and 
opportunity to gain recognition. People cannot be disciples thinking only of themselves. 
The choice to be a disciple in the beginning is simple according to a research participant, 
but as time passes, the choice to follow Jesus in making disciples is a choice to be 
selfless. God considers needs of others when putting people together. In carrying out the 
commission mandate, persons understand that Jesus’ work must go forth. 
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The second lesson was on discipleship as a costly call. Things would be given up to 
be a disciple and to follow Jesus. In this lesson, Jesus meets his disciples where they are 
already working for a pre-planned purpose. They are fishing as they have always done, 
and Jesus calls them in the midst of their work. The discussion from the research 
participants was that many of them did not have a plan when they invited people to their 
faith. They realized that they did as instructed which was to go, but there was little on the 
idea of what to share. The research participants stated that they should base their 
information to become disciples and to follow Jesus only on Scripture. Persons realized 
that they might lose friend and family, but knew that discipleship was necessary. They 
stated that they knew that Jesus had to be shared. One member of the group stated and 
others agreed that discipleship and morals were not to be sold short to gain notoriety and 
worldly possessions. True disciples are in the world but not of the world. The frame for 
this lesson was that once persons chose to be a disciple of Christ, they chose to be subject 
to God’s specific will for their lives, even if things were not going well. The sacrifices 
made in discipleship will be rewarded although they may be great because Jesus’ mission 
is being carried out. 

Participants stated that what was gained from this lesson was that discipleship was 
necessary, taking up the necessary bait, fellowshipping with Jesus themselves. According 
to the participants, the cost stemmed from the fact that discouragement might enter into 
their blood, sweat and tears of discipling others while maintaining their own personal 
relationship with God. The rationale was that sometimes the outside world may not be 
such a friendly place as the Gospel is being proclaimed. However, the research 
participants stated that the work of making disciples could not be delayed because there 
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are souls ready to encounter Christ. One research participant stated that the disciple’s job 
is to call more people into fellowship with Jesus so they can go forward with their new 
lives, that of bringing others into the discipleship process. The group discussed the 
importance of not being a lone disciple in this process because the enemy of soul seeks to 
devour the week and isolated. Being disciples in community through prayer, building up 
each other and encouraging each other ensures that disciples are fulfilling Jesus’s 
complete work for their lives according to a member of the group. 

In summary for this lesson, members of the group stated that Jesus calls anyone 
who is willing to follow Him to be a disciple. The disciples are in the business of sharing 
the Good News of God’s salvation, resisting injustice. For the group, the statement was 
made by a participant that it was liberating that Jesus did not play favorites. Everyone 
should be a disciple and make disciples. All Christians are welcome to work in God’s 
vineyard. 

The third lesson centered on the call to be a disciple. The lesson focused on how the 
disciples accepted Jesus’ call and how choosing to follow Jesus transforms lives and 
worshipping God for the blessings that take place in the lives of those that follow Jesus. 
From this lesson the participants recognized and stated that from the beginning of Jesus’ 
ministry, He expressed his concern for saving people from sin and establishing the 
presence of God in their lives. The keys to the kingdom by way of repentance were 
offered. Disciples are fishers of people, one participant stated. Jesus knows that being 
under God’s authority requires making a life change said one group participant as was 
revealed in the lesson. Another participant stated that, from this lesson, the ministry of 
Jesus requires transformation because disciples act and see beyond man. Disciples 
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perform according to God in Christ Jesus as the Scriptures state. As disciples, persons 
immediately follow Jesus, walking the walk and talking the talk, keeping others 
encouraged. 

The fourth lesson centered on call and mission. This lesson focused on the mission 
of disciples, identified challenges that persons experienced in fulfilling Christ’s mission 
for the church and methods used for greater participation in the mission of the church. 
From this lesson, one research participant stated that the disciples are Jesus’ front line 
participants. They are strong messengers for the kingdom of heaven in the transformation 
of lives. Disciples emulate Jesus’ ministry according to one research participant. Another 
research participant stated that although discipleship and mission were for everyone, the 
willingness of persons to hear the Good News of the kingdom of God proved them 
worthy to receive the Word. It was stated that God never forced discipleship on anyone. 
He simply gave it as a mandate and an expectation in order that the word of God would 
go forth. For this lesson, one participant emphasized that Jesus prepared disciples for the 
anticipation or rejection because he told his disciples to shake the dust off their feet and 
move on. Disciples truly depend on God and come from every walk of life and are not 
fixated on how they look according to one participant. God positions each person to be 
his messenger as a disciple if the mind and heart are willing. For anyone who feels 
unworthy, Jesus qualifies so regardless of race, gender or nationality no one needs to feel 
that he can’t be a disciple. Another participant stated that being a disciple causes 
blessings from God to spring forth so each person should be happy to be a disciple. 

Sunday school lesson five was on the call and commissioning explaining the 
mandate that Jesus is with everyone in the acceptance of making disciples of all nations. 
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All power and authority was given to Jesus. Jesus told his disciples to go and make more 
disciples. The disciples were to teach everything that Jesus had taught. From this lesson, 
one research participant stated that the command to make disciples goes for every 
follower of Christ. Disciples have the responsibility of making other disciples until the 
world is no more with all persons understanding and knowing the teachings of Christ, 
living accordingly. 

Conclusion 

When the researcher asked the research participants what they gained from 
participating in this study, each one discussed the importance of discipleship in church 
growth and outreach. One participant stated that before outreach and evangelism, there 
had to be discipleship, truly living as Jesus lived and making a deliberate and conscious 
effort to exemplify Christian ethics and values in every aspect of their lives regardless of 
where a person was, work, mall, community, home etc. It was the consensus of the 
research participants, that the principal of discipleship had to be followed with passion 
and faith. It meant that persons engaged in discipleship are to trust the path provided by 
Jesus, whom Christians follow, knowing that the journey is in the right direction. Another 
comment was that discipleship education increased the desire to become more and more 
like Jesus. The consensus was that once saved and having a personal relationship with 
Jesus, intent on making disciples causes transformation in that person. The research 
participant stated that once there is a personal relationship with Jesus, the person is truly 
transformed and makes every attempt to act like the master teacher and disciple who is 
Jesus. Consequently, to be true disciples, persons must extinguish their own goals and 
ambitions to do the work of Jesus in carrying out the commission mandate. A church 
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without discipleship is akin to a religious club that operates without bylaws. While they 
gather together, they follow no direction, thus their meeting is of no consequence. 
Discipleship uses biblical principles as a means to encourage people to grow in Jesus. 
Every individual is to become more like Jesus, acting compassionately in the caring of 
others growing in His grace. In the commissioning mandate, the human body, through the 
Holy Spirit, is the only one Jesus has to cause his work to go forth on this earth. 
Individuals stated that discipleship allowed them to express their devotion to Jesus, 
allowed for celebration of the discipleship model of a Christian approach to life and 
proclaim the message of God to the world and each other. 

When I started with this project, my hypothesis was that through discipleship 
education, church membership would stabilize and flourish. Church membership did 
stabilize in that attendance was more consistent for participants in this research project. 
Also, based on church attendance at large, there was an increase in membership. Also, 
church membership did increase, although the increase was small. Five persons, on 
different Sundays, joined the church during the time span of this research project. What 
was fascinating was the fact that those who joined had been attending this church 
regularly and the conclusion was that those in regular attendance were already members 
which is not always the case. Even the pastor commented that he thought they were 
already members. What this study shows is that a life lived in accordance with Scripture 
through discipleship education is indicative of allegiance to Christ. Discipleship 
education has the power as a conduit for doing the encouraging and convicting work of 
Christ, that of making disciples. This project bore out the fact that disciples must live as 
Jesus lived if they are to impact the lives of others in the disciple making process. 
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Although this study was small in scope in terms of the number of participants, the 
recommendation of the researcher is that discipleship education should continue on a 
much broader scale. Hopefully, the congregants will become so comfortable with 
themselves as Christians in the discipleship process that they feel comfortable going 
beyond the walls of the church to reach out to the broader community at large. The focus 
will be to reach the churched and unchurched, to draw others in to hear the gospel, 
offering salvation so that they everyone will become a disciple and make other disciples. 
Although church growth was minimal, what this study did show is that there is a need, 
from the perspective of the researcher, for a rigorous training program designed to equip 
disciples who would then be able to make more disciples. It is incumbent upon the church 
to be excited about the training of others for the life transformative journey mandated by 
Jesus, that of making disciples. For the church to really grow the discipleship focus must 
outward, not solely for an individual, but with others that might be impacted. Jesus is 
proclaimed o men and women who will go on to proclaim Jesus to a much broader base, 
the world. 

The preaching part of the project was very exciting for the researcher. The 
researcher has a passion for delivering the word of God. The congregation was excited as 
the word was being preached. The instructions as given from the scripture were critical to 
the development of disciple making. Teaching Sunday school lessons were very 
enjoyable because teaching them revealed the researcher’s enthusiasm for teaching. The 
five lessons focused on humility and the commission mandate. 

What this project also revealed in an even more realistic way is that the term 
disciple is a verb as well as a noun, and it is necessary to know that both in their use as 
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noun and a verb are important. Christ demands disciples to make disciples. Here disciple 
is a noun, followers of Jesus making other followers of Jesus. Persons carrying out the 
imperative of making disciples, persons who are saved, living as Jesus lived, sharing the 
gospel message dictates the word disciple as a noun. God’s focus in disciple as a noun is 
that persons conform to the image of his son. Disciples should be like Jesus in thought, 
word and deed. 

Disciple as a verb means that persons are being taught to have the mind of Christ, 
to live as Christ lived. This can only be done through Bible study. However, this can only 
be done if God is working in those persons to allow the focus to be to remember what 
Jesus did so that lives can transcend selfish pride which gnaws at the soul. Then persons 
are able to live in action with disciple as a verb, living and loving generously as well as 
having consideration for all people as Jesus did. 

Summary of Learning 

My summary of learning for this project includes many truths. Discipleship 
education is very important in the life of the church. Every aspect of the Christian life is a 
part of the discipleship process. One cannot assume that a person has all the skills and 
automatically knows how to disciple another. The realization is that persons are at 
different places in their Christian walk as disciples, so discipleship must be done in 
community to strengthen each other and build up each other. All persons have an 
obligation to grow in the making of disciples through education so that our weaknesses 
will become strengths and our strengths will be further enhanced. Fears should not enter 
into the mind when doing the work that Jesus commands. The intellect is not contrary to 
the work of God in Christ Jesus. Jesus taught the disciples. Every person has to be taught 
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what they do not know in the discipling process. I realized from this project even more 
that Christian faithful followers of Jesus must be thoughtful. If they are to be disciples for 
Jesus and disciple others, they must be intelligent, discerning and loving human 
participants, not robotic. The life of the mind has to be used for the benefit of Jesus in the 
discipleship process as lives, relationships and churches are strengthened. 

This project also bore out for me that there is no cookie cutter approach to 
discipleship. The process should be unique to each of us as individuals depending on our 
strengths, our context and our training. However, as we determine how to make disciples 
there are principles and examples in Scripture that must be adhered to. This project 
proved to be most worthy and a very invigorating experience for the researcher as well as 
the participants. 



APPENDIX A 


Manuscript of Sermon I on Matthew 28:18-20 - A Clear Conscience 
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Text: Matthew 28:18 - 20 

is Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end 
of the age.” 

Subject: A Clear Conscience 

The book of Matthew tells of the good news that the long-awaited Messiah has 
come to save people—both Jews and Gentiles. Matthew’s purpose for writing is to 
confirm for his Jewish-Christian readers that Jesus is their Messiah. He does this by 
primarily showing how Jesus in his life and ministry fulfilled the Old Testament 
Scriptures. Matthew wanted to drive home the basic theme: Jesus is the fulfillment of the 
Old Testament predictions of the Messiah. 

Matthew was probably written sometime before the Romans destroyed the 
temple in Jerusalem in A. D. 70. Matthew quotes the Old Testament often and uses the 
phrase “kingdom of heaven” from the Old Testament frequently. Matthew presents Christ 
as the great teacher who helps us understand God’s law and tells the people about the 
kingdom of God and what it is. 

The early church fathers were unanimous in holding that Matthew, one of the 12 
apostles, was its author. Although Matthew was of Jewish origin, his name means “gift of 
the Lord.” Matthew was a tax collector for the Roman Empire, but left his work to follow 
Jesus. Matthew (being a tax collector) was expected to be able to write in a form of 
shorthand. This ability means that Matthew would’ve been able to record what Jesus 
preached just about word for word making it the most accurate of the gospels in term of 
Jesus’ teachings. Matthew went by the name of Levi. 



146 


Matthew is known as the ecclesiastical Gospel, the only Gospel to use the word 
“church.” Matthew’s Gospel has a universal outlook—just as the entire Bible does—good 
for all time for all people. 

Because the crucified and resurrected Jesus is present in power on earth as well as 
in heaven, the earthly realm itself is being transformed. As the Son of God, Jesus 
demonstrates both divine power and complete trust in and obedience to God. 

After the resurrection, the invitation to discipleship is open to all people of all 
nations. People are not called to become individual believers but are to be enlisted as 
disciples within the Christian community, whose reception of the Christian message in 
faith must be actualized in their lives. 

The last words of the risen Jesus are “Remember, I am with you always, to the 
end of the age.” This text embraces the whole Gospel, affirming the continuing presence 
of God. In Matthew, Jesus sends out his disciples, authorizing and empowering them to 
continue HIS own work. Those who receive Jesus’ disciples receive Jesus himself, and 
those who receive Him receive God. Jesus himself, the exalted Son of Man, accompanies 
his church through history as the one active in preaching the gospel throughout the world. 
It is the transcendent Christ who continues to build the church. The disciples are called 
and they respond to Jesus’ authoritative word. 

The Gospel of Matthew presents Jesus’ life as one worthy of emulation, as the 
one who redirects human destiny and as a revelatory figure whose life and ministry cross 
the boundaries between heaven and earth, inviting the hearers into the mysteries of God’s 
presence in and purposes for the world. 
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Death is no longer the ultimate barrier, in which the boundaries of heaven and 
earth are breaking down, and where divine power is loose in the world among humans. In 
Matthew, humans now possess, l ik e Jesus, the power to forgive sins (9:8), to cast out 
unclean spirits, heal disease, cleanse lepers and even raise the dead (10:1, 8) 

Matthew democratizes divine power, but the disciples are not to use this power 
for their own sake, or to “lord it over” others. Instead, divine power is expressed in 
servanthood and humiliation, in being slaves to one another. Therefore, in order to carry 
out the words in this text, the step taken is a very bold one, but mankind does not have to 
be afraid because Jesus says, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 

Hearers of the word of God can be devoid of any true nourishment whatever. 
Words don’t nourish the soul, but God Himself does. God must be in your personal 
experiences. Then you can tell others about Him. You can’t really talk about a God you 
don’t know if you have not had a personal encounter with Him. You will be talking of 
him but with no conviction because you don’t really know HIM. 

Every believer is to proclaim God. Every believer is to speak with reverence and 
respect remembering that the word of God is” living and active and sharper than any two- 
edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and 
marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart” (Hebrews 4:12). 
Persons need not fear their adversaries because God states that He will be with them 
always, even to the end of the age. 

You have heard the truth from words in the pulpit. This Bible from which we 
should be studying daily, that we read from on Sunday, that we read from during Bible 
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Study and from which clergy preach is not an end to itself. It is a means to bring men and 
women to an intimate and satisfying knowledge of God. For what purpose you may ask— 

• So that you might enter into Him 

• So that you might delight in His Presence 

• So that you may taste and know the inner sweetness of the very God 
Himself in the core and center of your heart (taste and see... 

In order for this to happen, you must be saved; you must be bom again. You must trust 
God. I wonder how many of you truly trust God—not when everything is fine—but when 
things are not going well. Can you truly let go and let God, knowing that He will 
work it out—not that he can but that He will. You do not resort to negative behavior 
yourself because of your circumstance, because you’re going through difficulty hut 
to truly trust God—knowing that He will make a way out of no way. 

THAT’S FAITH. 

In our text this morning Jesus says, “All power is given unto me in heaven and in 
earth.” That’s a faith statement. If you believe ALL POWER, not some power, but ALL 
POWER has been given to Jesus, then you know He is able to do and can do all things— 
doesn’t matter what it is; He’s able to do all things. Since all power has been given to 
Jesus as God’s Son, then He is able to give us that same power and He is able to give us 
instructions. 

He gives us power through Him and His Word. The text this morning again in its 
entirety is ixAnd Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, “All power is given unto me 
in heaven and in earth. 19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to 


149 


observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, 
even unto the end of the world. Amen.” 

The text has key accentuation in these verses. The major facts are as follows: (1) 
go therefore and make disciples, (2) the power and authority in heaven and on earth were 
with Jesus then, are with Jesus now, and will be with him forever. Each verse gives 
assurance through the terminology that Jesus is with you until the end of the age—forever. 
No one has to worry in carrying out the command that Jesus gave. For Jesus says, I am 
with you until the very end of the age—until the world is no more. Go and make are 
important words in verse 19 of this passage. So are the words, disciples and baptize, 
which is a form of the word baptizing. Disciples are learners, students or followers of 
Jesus. Baptize means to dip, to immerse, or to submerge in water. Teaching means 
imparting knowledge. The word, commands, is also important. The commands are 
instructions, God’s mandates—in other words, how we are to live our lives daily on this 
Christian journey. 

This passage of scripture Matthew 28:18 - 20 is known as the Great commission. 

It is not said to be The Great Commission in the Bible. Man gave it this name. However, 
this mandate applies to everyone—all persons. When it comes to Jesus, people’s purposes 
should be the same wherever they are—in any city in the United States or out of the 
United States in any country, overseas to tell all people of the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

With respect to Jesus, a disciple was a follower—an entire way of living. That’s 
why when we refer to baptism, we must understand that, it’s not just immersion in water. 

It’s identifying with Jesus in His death, burial and resurrection; it’s meaning that the person 
baptized is closely bound to, the property of the one into whose name he was baptized. Can 
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you truly say in your heart that you are saved; not in your mind, but in your heart, that you 
belong to Jesus? If you are truly God’s child in your heart, you are not afraid of following 
God’s instructions. Because regardless of what they are, Jesus says I am with you. Jesus is 
not l ik e our earthly friends—leave when the going gets rough—IN THIS SCRIPTURE 
JESUS STATES I AM WITH YOU UNTIL THE END OF THE AGE—THAT’S GOOD 
NEWS!!! 

To not become a disciple is to be committed against the word of God. And Matthew 
3:11 lets you know that there is calamity (baptism of the fire of divine judgement) upon 
those who have rejection for and of the will and word of God. 

Remember the devil, too, has a “kingdom,” which has usurped and continues to 
oppose the true reign of God over the creation. Those persons who are in Bible Study 
know that we have been studying other man-made, man identified religions. Examples of 
the other kingdoms of this world are pictured by Matthew as agents of this kingdom. 
Several folk tried to destroy or destroyed the very people who were resolute in 
Christianity: Herod the Great tried to destroy the Messiah; Herod Antipas killed John the 
Baptist. 

As disciples are being made, evangelism is taking place—proclaiming God's 
heart to the people who live without God’s guidelines of truth, as expressed in 
scripture. Evangelism with the heart of God is worshipping God and glorifying Him, 
reaching out to others, witnessing about the Good News, rejoicing and revealing Jesus in 
one’s life so that others may want to know Jesus too. 

The call to follow Jesus is a call to participate in “mission” gathering,” a call that 
leaves no room for any middle ground. There can be no neutrality. To make disciples 
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means we are to teach people the ways of Jesus, who He is and how we should live our 
lives on a daily basis. Anyone who is brought to Christ should have time in fellowship 
with other Christians to ensure that the person understands biblical principles and how 
these principles should govern their life and behaviors. In verse 19 of the Great 
Commission, we are told, “baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. To be baptized—baptism—is simply an outward sign of an inward 
change in persons professing faith and commitment to God. Baptism is a human act. John 
the Baptist (baptizer) went around baptizing people telling them to prepare ye for the way 
of the Lord; make your pathways straight; in other words, stop sinning. 

As Christians, the message of Jesus Christ is to be shared in our everyday lives. 
Jesus commands this because He did what no one else could do. He shed His blood for 
our sins. Through Him, we have the gift of eternal life and forgiveness of our sins. 
Because of what Jesus did for us, we should be thrilled and elated with all reverence to 
carry out the assignment of this text for in verse 20 Jesus states that I will be with you 
always even until the end of the age. You do not have to be afraid. With the Holy Spirit 
working through you, Jesus is the only one who is able to give you strength and provide 
you with the courage to carry out His command as expressed in the text. Never before in 
the history of mankind, has the Good News of the Gospel been so available and still is 
made available to so many. This is foretold by Jesus Christ in Matthew 24:14which states 
“And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all 
nations, and then the end will come.” 

Throughout his ministry, Jesus called many people to follow him and He ministered 
to multitudes, but at some point during his ministry, he specifically selected twelve men out 
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of all His disciples to live with Him and eventually carry on His ministry. AND HE HAS 
LEFT THAT FOR YOU TO DO!!! WHETHER YOU WANT TO OR NOT—IF YOU 
ARE SAVED AND THE HOLY SPIRIT IS TRULY IN YOU, YOU HAVE NO 
PROBLEM SPREADING THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST! 

The words of Jesus’ are prefaced with one of the most important Christo logical 
statements in Matthew’s Gospel: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me.” This is a similar declaration that was made in Matthewl 1:27 “All things have been 
handed over to me by my Father.” Jesus is revealing his authority, but His ruling authority 
is in his mind. With great confidence, one can assert that the fundamental idea 
underlying verse 18 is the conviction that Jesus the Messiah has been exalted through death 
and resurrection to the “right hand of God” as predicted by Psalm 110:1, Acts 2:34-35; 
Romans 8:34, Ephesians 1:20; Colossians 3:1 and Hebrews 1:3 where he sits and reigns 
“until he has put all his enemies under his feet.” According to Matthew, Jesus is not waiting 
passively in heaven for his glorious arrival as judge and king but is already exercising his 
Lordship as God’s plenipotentiary Son. Jesus has the authority to act on his Father’s behalf. 
The Great Commission is thus founded on Jesus’ present Lordship. 

Our minds should be like Paul’s where he says in Philippians 4:13,1 can do all 
things through Christ who strengthens me. This should be fuel for a motivational 
mindset—a positive self talk—if you will—to do what you’ve been instructed to do. 
Paul’s aim in this verse is one of contentment if you read verses 11, 12, 13... Paul has 
learned to be content in whatever situation he finds himself. Now here we have Jesus 


giving you a command—to do something for Him, something perhaps that will take you 
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out of your comfort zone—go and make disciples of all nations—all people in every 
nation. 

In Matthew 10, Jesus gave authority to his disciples, those who walked with him, 
later to be known as apostles. (Bible study teaches the difference between a disciple and 
an apostle.) He told them to drive out impure spirits, to heal every disease and sickness. 
Starting with verse 5, these twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: Do not 
go among the Gentiles or enter the town of the Samaritans. Go rather to the lost sheep of 
Israel. As you go, proclaim this message: The kingdom of heaven has come near. There 
are persons who want to know God. Just like there are those who do, there are those who 
don’t. There is prosperity and poverty for you when you do what Jesus asks. 

• Prosperity, in the form of happiness, because you are happy when people 
accept Christ as Lord and Savior of their lives 

• Prosperity in the form of ecstasy because another disciple has been made, 
another person accepted Christ, another soul saved—blessings to be 
received by you because you are doing what Jesus says. 

Jesus already knows that everyone will not be accepting of Him. That does not 
preclude you from your responsibility. Jesus commands to go and make disciples; if the 
person or persons do not accept what you’re saying as you evangelize and attempt to 
make disciples, then do as Jesus did—move on. For further down in Matthew 10:14, 
Jesus says, “If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, leave that home or 
town and shake the dust off your feet. Consequently there is poverty in the form of 
sadness when another soul is possibly lost. Those who come to accept Christ as Savior, 
Friend, Provider, and Lord knows that’s the ESSENCE of what is needed most for the 
hymn writer states, “Jesus is all the world to me my life my joy my all; without him I 


would fall. 
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Both the Old and the New Testament bear witness to the fact that every Christian has 
been called to spread the gospel, to evangelize and to make disciples of all men so that 
the word of God reaches everyone. 
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Sunday School Lesson Titles, Scripture References, and Sunday School Lessons 
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• Lesson 1 Called to Humility and Hospitality Luke 14:11 

For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves 
will be exalted. 

• Lesson 2 A Costly Call Luke 14:27 

And whoever does not carry their cross cannot be my disciple. 

• Lesson 3 Called to Discipleship Matthew 4:19 
Come, follow me and I will send you out to fish for people. 

• Lesson 4 Call and Mission Matthew 10:1 

Jesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out impure 
spirits and to heal every disease and sickness. 

• Lesson 5 Call and Commissioning Matthew 28: 18-20 

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age. 
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MARCH 3 • BIBLE STUDY GUIDE 1 

Called to Humility 
and Hospitality 

Bible Background* LUKE 14:7-14 
Printed Text* LUKE 14:1-14 I Devotional Reading* LUKE 14:15-24 

-Aimfor Change- 

In this lesson, we will: EXAMINE the teachings of Jesus regarding humility and 
hospitality; REFLECT on selfish personal tendencies; and IDENTIFY ways to respect 
those who are considered unworthy. 


In Focus ,r\ ’ : 

Jill was atrustee at her church and an attention seeker. For example, she always sat up 
front during worship on Sunday and demanded that the ushers save her seat. She even 
sat next to Pastor Jones toward the head of the table at the trustee meetings. 

Atone meeting, Jill arrived afew moments early to markher usual seat next to Pastor 
Jones. She leftherbelongings andwenttotherestroom. Uponherretum, shediscovered 
that her belongings had been moved. Sitting in the seat was a new member, Stacey, 
whom Pastor Jones had brought to the meeting. Jill was angry and said, "Excuse me, 
this is my seat. I am the only one who sits next to Pastor Jones in these meetings. And 
why are you even here? These are not open meetings. You just joined the church, and 
the bylaws say that you must be a member for at least a year before taking a leadership 
position:' 

Pastor Jones intervened, "Stacey is my guest. She is coming onboard to help us with 
feeding the homeless on Saturday. Stacey was once homeless and used to sleep at the 
shelter. Her wisdom is needed because of her experience. I thought that it would be 
best for her to sit between the two of us as we bring her up to speed on the mission:' 
Stunned, Jill took a new seat. 

How could we be more hospitable toward those who we are unfamiliar with? How could 
we do belter in practicing humility when asked to do something that is out of our normal 
routine ? 

- M- 

.•)!For whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be* 
■ •' : exalted" (Luke 14:U, KJV). 
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March 3,2019 • Bible Study Guide 1 



Focal Verses- 

KJV Luke 14:7 And he put 

forth aparable to those which were 
bidden, 

when he marked how they chose out the chief 
rooms; saying unto them. 

8 When thou art bidden of any man to a 
wedding, sit not down in the highest room; lest 
a more honourable man than thou be bidden 
of him; 

9 And he that bade thee and him come and 
say to thee. Give this man place; and thou 
begin with shame to take the lowest room. 

10 But when thou art bidden, go and sit 
down in the lowest room; that when he that 
bade thee cometh, he may say unto thee. 
Friend, go up higher: then shalt thou have wor¬ 
ship in the presence of them that sit at meat 
with thee. 

11 For whosoever exalteth himself shall be 
abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be 
exalted. 

12 Then said he also to him that bade him. 
When thou makest a dinner or a supper, call 
not thy friends, nor thy brethren, neither thy 
kinsmen, nor thy rich neighbours; lest they 
also bid thee again, and a recompence be made 
thee. 

13 But when thou makest a feast, call the 
poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind: 

14 And thou shalt be blessed; for they can¬ 
not recompense thee: for thou shalt be recom¬ 
pensed at the resurrection of the just. 

Luke then presents Christ’s way 
of using a lesson on humility and the attitudes 
of the heart by exposing how superficial the 
actions of some in His audience are at common 
social events such as a wedding, a breakfast, 
dinner or banquet. How can stories like this 
parable help us teach and learn 
valuable life lessons in a different way? 


•9 

The People, Places, and Times 
Pharisees. A major religious party in 
Jesus' time, the Pharisees were known 
for their strict observance of the Law of Moses 
and reliance on tradition. Portrayed as Jesus' 
adversaries in all four Gospels, the Pharisees 
often were out- raged at Jesus' teachings and 
actions that por- trayed a loving God who 
offered grace, while commanding salvation by 
faith (not works) alone. 

Lawyers. This professional group was 
charged with studying, interpreting, and 
applying the Law of Moses. In many ways, their 
work mirrored that of the scribes who were 
originally priests, but whose roles included 
these same responsibilities, as well as copying 
the Law and writing documents. 

Background 

In Luke's Gospel, Christ has been heading 
toward Jerusalem-and the Cross-since Luke 
9:51. With every step, the tension builds, and 
Luke 13 only adds fuel to the fire. As He has 
done on previous occasions, to the dismay of 
the Jewish leaders, Jesus heals on the Sabbath. 
But Jesus doesn't stop there. He calls His fol¬ 
lowers for a commitment to a kingdom where 
humble beginnings produce something of 
enormous and lasting value (cf. 13:18-21). As 
Jesus says, the door to this kingdom is narrow. 
The point is not how many can come in, or 
how many can come in at one time. The nar¬ 
row door refers to the conditions necessary for 
admittance. 

The warning "depart from me, all ye work¬ 
ers of iniquity" must have been, and should be, 
piercing to the soul (from vv. 26-27). Religious 
activity and ritual for ritual's sake can numb 
us to what God is doing and saying and, even 
worse, can separate us from God. 
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Luke then presents Christ's way of using a 
lesson on humility and the attitudes of the heart 
by exposing how superficial the actions of some 
in His audience are at common social events 


such as a wedding, a breakfast, a dinner, 
or a banquet. 

How can stories like this parable help us teach 
and learn valuable life lessons in a different way ? 


At A Glance 

Humility is Not Self-Gratifying 
Humility Waits for Recognition 
Humility Seeks Out Humility 

In Depth 

I. Humility is Not Self-Gratifying (Luke 
14:7-9) 

Jesus saw the guests pick high places of 
honor so that they could be seen. In response, 
He taught a valuable lesson through a parable. 
Jesus often used parables to bring about not 
only spiritual but cultural change in. the audi¬ 
ence's behavior. 

In the parable Jesus refers to a wedding and 
guests who are invited (v. 8). A wedding atthat 
time was not a simple one-day event shared 
between two new families; it was a celebra¬ 
tion that lasted several days and constituted 
an already established or planned relationship. 
Family members and townspeople could be 
invited. Even Jesus did not go into such a set¬ 
ting and assume that He would be the center of 
attention (John 2:1-11). It was not His celebra¬ 
tion ! The place of honor would be set for the 
bride and bridegroom, not those in attendance. 

Too often, we try to make ourselves feel 

important by gaining admirers or "likes" 
because that is culturally acceptable. Jesus is 
teaching us that by assuming we should be in 
the spotlight, we miss the purpose of being 
invited and humiliate ourselves in the process. 
Our purpose is to focus on the one being cele¬ 
brated, not proclaim our position. 

Does the word "humiliate" have a new 
mean- ing to you because of this 
parable? 


2. Humility Waits for Recognition (vv. 
10 - 11 ) 

Jesus uses this parable to teach us that 
humility is an intentional action. As Christians, 
we should always consider others before think¬ 
ing of ourselves. When the host sees that a 
person with whom they have a relationship 
has taken the lowest place, they will invite that 
guest to move to a higher level. Recognition, 
in this sense, is not just physical-for sake 
of reward-but it is also relational and spiri¬ 
tual. Jesus teaches that those who are humble 
in their actions will soon receive recognition 
from those who can offer a greater reward. 

Have you ever worked hard simply for 
the recognition, and did not receive it? 
Why cloyou think that happened? 

3. Humility Seeks Out Humility (vv. 
12-14) 

Jesus was born in humble circumstances 
(Luke 2:7) to a family that did not have much 
social standing yet was spiritually the most 
important in any society. Through the parable, 
Jesus teaches that even the host of the banquet 
must join in creating a social hierarchy that is 
the reverse of what is expected. It is expected 
that we praise and invite those with higher 
social status to our celebrations, but in Jesus' 
parable the least, last and outcast are to be the 
guests of honor. Jesus is challenging the socie¬ 
tal expectations of His au.dience while affirm¬ 
ing what the Law of God said; to care for those 
on the margins of society such as the poor, the 
widow, the orphan, the foreigner, and those 
with disabilities (Deuteronomy 14:28-29). The 
poor have no ability to repay the host finan¬ 
cially so God promises to repay the host in 
blessings (Deuteronomy 15:7-11). 

Why is it difficult at times for us to 
invite those who are not like us to 
Jesus? 


i 
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MARCH 10 • BIBLE STUDY GUIDE 2 

A Costly Call 


Bible Background • MARK 1:16-20; LUKE 14:25-33 
Printed Text* MAR 1:16-20; LUKE 14:25-33 I Devotional Reading* PHILIPPIANS 3:7-16 


-Aimfor Change- 

In today's lesson we will: UNDERSTAND the cost of being Jesus' disciple; AFFIRM the 
call to be disciples who make disciples and face hard choices; and RECOGNIZE our need 
give up things to follow Jesus as members of Elis church. 


In Focus 

Sampson andhis grandfather Lee sat on the porch talking about Sampson's decision 
to join the military after college. Lee was proud that Sampson would make the 
commitment, like he had, to serve their country. Sampson asked, "Grandpa, why did 
you join the military? Why did you go?" 

Lee thought a moment and answered, "Well, in my day, young men were getting 
drafted into the Army for the war. But by the time I came of age, the draft was over. I 
decided to enlist, though, because I knew I should serve my country even if there was 
no war. I don't think we should wait on a war to help; we should serve because it is the 
right thing to do. But no one told me the cost of serving:' 

Sampson asked, "What do you mean?" 

Lee replied, "I had to leave home immediately. I missed the birth of your mother and 
didn't get to spend Thanksgiving and Christmas with the family. It was an honor, don't 
get me wrong. But when you serve, your service becomes the priority:' 

Sampson said, "That's what Mom says about the church. She has made it her priority 
to make sure God's people are cared for. She has mis sed soccer games and dinners. B ut 
I know that she is serving for a purpose bigger than herself and that comes at a cost:' 

How has serving the mission of the church costyou ? Haveyou ever had to make some 
sacrifices and miss out on events? What has been the reward? 


in IN/Iind 


7 
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Focal Verses 

KJV Markl:16 Now as he walked by the sea 
Of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew his 
brother 

Casting a net into the sea for they were fishers 
17 And Jesus said unto them. Come ye after me, 
and I 

Will make you become fishers of men. 
is And straightway they forsook their nets and 
followed him. 

19 And when he had gone a little farther thence, 
he saw James the son of Zebedee, and John his 
brother, who also were in the ship mending 
their nets. 

20 And straightway he called them: and they 
left their father Zebedee in the ship with the hired 
servants, and went after him. 

Luke 14:25 And there went great multitudes 
with him: and he turned, and said unto them, 

26 If any man come to me, and hate not his father, 
and mother,and wife, and children, and brethren, 
and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be 
my disciple. 

27 And whosoever doth not bear his cross, 
and come after me, cannot be my disciple. 

28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, 
sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost, 
whether he have sufficient to finish it? 

29 Lest haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and 
is not able to finish it, all that behold it begin to 
mock him. 

Saying, This man began to build, and was not able 
to finish. 

'll 

Or what king, going to make war against another 
king, sitteth not down first, and consulteth 
whether he be able with ten thousand to meet him 
that cometh against him with twenty 
thousand? 

32 Or else, while theotherisyetagreat way off, he 
sendeth an ambassage, and desireth conditions 
of peace. 

33 So likewise, whosoever he be of you that 
forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my 
disciple. 


THE PEOPLE PLACES AND TIMES 

John the Baptist. Little is known about the early 
years of the son of Zacharias and Elisabeth. The 
prophets declared that John would precede the 
Messiahand that his puipose was to call the Jews 
to repentance and prepare them to receive the 
Messiah (Isaiah 40:1 - 8;Malachi 4:5-6 
He was a prophet held in high regard who 
led a revival in Judea that prepared the people to 
receive God’s message. The Gospel of Luke records 
that John the Baptist was Jesus’cousin. 

John wa.s a holy andrighteous man who was 
wrongly executed by the state. His life was 
characterized by self-denial, humility, and holy 
courage. In his humility, he declined the honors 
that an admiring crowd wanted to confer upon 
him and declared himself to be no one, merely 
a voice calling people to repent because the 
kingdom of God was near. 

Capernaum. This was the residence of Jesus 
and His apostles and the scene of many mira¬ 
cles and discourses, including His first sermon. 

Jesus spent His childhood at Nazareth, but 
Capernaum was His ministry headquarters. 

This city was located in Galilee, one of three 
provinces in Palestine, along with Judea and 
Samaria. 

What have you avoided in order to 
follow Christ more fully? 

Background 

The Gospel according to Mark is a 
powerful, yet brief, account of the life of 
Jesus Christ. The beginning of Mark's Gospel 
differs from Matthew and Luke, as it does 
not have a detailed birth narrative. It 
begins with the story of John the Baptist, 
who prepares the wayfor Jesus. When Jesus 
enters the narrative, He initiates His 
ministry by calling inreinforcements. 

Jesus understands that ministry is not 
meant to be a solitary mission in search of 
understanding. Ministry is a fellowship of 
those who share a common goal and purpose 
of doing God's will and serving God's people. 

It is important to follow this procedure so that 
we, as believers, can imitate and produce those 
greater works that Jesus talked about in 



162 


John (14:12). 

The discipleship making 
process transforms individual 
to becoming new creatures in 
Christ Jesus. It is important 
that disciples know, grow and 
go so that the gospel message 
might be spread 
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In these few verses we must be intentional 
about exploring Jesus' plan, pathway, and 
process for enlisting more disciples into the 
fold ofChristianity. 

Have you ever shared the Gospel of Jesus 

with 

someone who was following a different 
plan ? What did you realize about yourself 
when you started the process of sharing 
the Good News with another person ? 


i ■ At-A-Glanc^-d-*- 1 '-' 

: 'i: feus Had,a Plan (Mark 1T6;" , 

. - ; ;;;aike i4:^5~27) ; 

2.' Jesus Created a Pathway (Mark 1:17—18; 
v ; .Luke.l4:28 ^0) 

3. Jesus Had a Process (Mark 1:1^-20; 


Y f ■■ 


Luke 14:31-33) 




In Depth 

1. Jesus Had a Plan (Mark 1:16; Luke 
14:25-27) 

Notice the context in which Jesus approaches 
His soon-to-be disciples. Jesus meets them in a 
place where they are already working toward a 
pre-planned.purpose. They are fishing as they 
have always done, and Jesus calls them in the 
midst of their work. The Sea of Galilee is the 
stage for many of Jesus' acts in ministry; but 
at the start, Jesus finds His first disciples there. 

The reality is that most of us do not have a 
plan when we invite people toourfaith. We "go" 


as instructed in Matthew 28:19 but sometimes 
have little idea of what to share, or do not have 
correct information. We can wrongly assume 
that those we are sharing the Gospel with have 
had no experience with hearing it, but that is 
usually not the case these days. Anyone can 
Google what we are talking about and chal¬ 
lenge what we claim to be truth. Therefore we 
must follow the plan set by Jesus. 

But there is a cost to following that plan. 
In Luke's Gospel, Jesus tells the crowd that 
possessions and family can keep them from 
ultimately following the path marked for dis- 
cipleship. As disciples we must earnestly pur¬ 
sue God, but at what cost will we follow Jesus 
Christ? Many adults admit they might lose 
friends and family members when they maJce 
the decision for Christ. But others sell their 
discipleship and morals short to gain notoriety 
and worldly possessions. 

Being a disciple of Christ is easier said 
than done. Once we choose to be a disciple of 
Christ, we choose to be subject to God's specific 
will for our lives even in those good and bad, 
wanted and unwanted, favorable and unfavor¬ 
able days and moments in life. B ut the outcome 
will be far greater than the sacrifice made in 
our discipleship. 

Has Jesus ever interrupted your normal 
oper- ations and plans and used you to 
complete a new task? 

2. Jesus Created a Pathway (Mark 
1:17- 18; Luke 14:28-30) 

Upon greeting the brothers Peter and 
Andrew, Jesus says, "Come ye after me, andl 
will make you to become fishers of men: 'Jesus 
makes an intriguing call for the brothers to fols 
low Him, and they could only assume that the. 
man calling them had a plan. Jesus made it clear 
that once we follow, He will send us out to fish. 
Jesus' pathway is made clear when He implies 
that He has the way to fill our discipleship nets 
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with more people. Anyone who fishes knows 
that fishing can be time-consuming. There is 
a right way and a wrong way to catch fish. You 
must be patient, have the right bait, and realize 
that there is more than one spot to find what 
you are looking for. 

In one sentence Jesus gives the pathway to 
executing the taskHe gives us. First, we must 
come. We must take up our necessary bait, i.e., 
fellowshipping with Jesus ourselves while also 
leaving behind some things that are not needed 
for the trip. Second, we must follow Jesus. 
There were probably many other fishermen out 
on the sea that day, but none presented a new 
place and purpose for the brothers. To follow 
Jesus requires a devoted sense of call. 

Jesus uses the imagery of a builder looking 
to build a tower in Luke's Gospel. This desire 
to build is not for personal gain or glory but 
it is for others to see and marvel. Jesus says 
we must count all costs of loss and labor as 
they are necessary to completing the work. 
No major construction can be done without 
first itemizing the cost of labor and supplies. 
We, as the disciples, must also recognize that 
there is a cost to our labor. We will sometimes 
become discouraged, especially if we are look¬ 
ing at other towers being built around us, 
while trying to erect our own. Furthermore, 
there will be a cost for use of supplies. Our sup¬ 
plies as disciples will be the blood, sweat, and 
tears of maintaining our personal relationship 
with God while living in a world that is not so 
friendly to our proclamation. 

When you came to know Jesus, what 

things 

did you leave behind-or try to-so that 
you could follow Him wholeheartedly? 

3. Jesus Had a Process (Mark 1:19- 
20; Luke 14:31-33) 

Jesus did not stop at the two brothers when 
fishing for people. He kept walking and saw 
James and John who also were preparing to 
begin their daily work. "Without delay he 
called them" (from v. 20). 


The immediacy shows lhat Ihis was Jesus’ plan fom the 
beginning 

The slightest hesitation could have caused 
the disciples to miss their assignment.. When 
Jesuscalls, weshould nothesitate to answer. 
There is no reason for us to delay the work 
of God; souls are ready to encounter Christ 
now. It is our job to call more people into 
fellowship with Jesus so that they can go for¬ 
ward with their new lives. 

Realizing that the work of discipleship can¬ 
not be done alone, Jesus draws on the imagery 
of a king contemplating war and utilizing his 
military personnel to devise a strategy. Jesus 
shares with us through this illustration that 
calling in reinforcements to aid in the battle 
plan is a wise idea. While it may seem easier 
to go alone, it is not wise because the enemy 
of our souls seeks to devour the weak and 
isolated. We need to pray for, build up, and 
encourage one another to ensure that we are 
fulfilling God's complete workfor out lives. 

What keeps you from being called into 
fellow- ship with other believers? What do 
you believe is your main distraction from 
following Jesus 'call ? 

Search the Scriptures 

1. Jesus' ministry began in a simple fashion. 
He even called simple working people to get 
His ministry started. Why did Jesus call these 
working-class citizens to major ministry jobs? 

2. The Scriptures do not show Jesus being 
forceful when calling His followers. Why 
do many Christians now take power-driven 
approaches to gaining disciples? Do you think 
this is what causes many to ignore our faith? 

Discuss the Meaning 

1 .What has being a disciple of Jesus 
cost you?Whathaveyouhadtogive 
up for the sake of service to the 
kingdom? 

2. What sacrifices does Jesus 
make while here on earth? 
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Called to Discipleship 


Bible Background • MATTHEW 4:12-22 
Printed Text • MATTHEW 4:12-22 I Devotional Reading • PSALM 91 

Aimfor Change- 

In today's lesson we will: RECOGNIZE how the disciples accepted Jesus' call; REFLECT 
onhow choosing to follow Jesus transformed their lives; and WORSHIP God for the 
blessings in our lives that have come because we follow Jesus. 

- In Focus ^ \ - 

Scott had built areputation as an excellent basketball player in his town. One day, 
Scott decided he didn't want to play basketball alone, so he approached Bobby and his 
'brothers at the community basketball court. Bobby had a great three-point shot and 
knew how to steal the ball with ease. Scott told Bobby, "Hey man. I've seen your skills; 
you're good. How about you join my team? You could be good just playing with your 
brothers, or we could all work together and show the community what a real team looks 
like. We could build an interstate league:' 

Bobby replied, "A league? That would be awesome. But how would we get enough 
people? And how can I just leave my home to play basketball?" 

Scott said, "Don't worry about leaving home. Home will remain home, but you have a 
gift worth sharing. Join me! With faith and consistency, people will want to know more 
about us:' 

After three weeks of playing together at the community basketball court, Scott, 
Bobby, and Bobby's brothers got an invitation to play in another town. Eventually seven 
other young men j oined them and people would follow the team to watch them play 
their games. 

Are we invited or forced to be disciples of Christ? How has Christ invited us? 

-Keep in Mind - 

’’’And he saith unto them, Follow me, and-1 willmake you fishers of men" 

(Matthew 4:19KJV). 
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Focal 


IV JV Matthew 4:12 Now when 

Jesus had heard that John was 
cast into 

prison, he departed into Galilee; 

13 AndleavingNazareth, he came and dwelt 
in Capernaum, which is upon the sea coast, in 
the borders of Zabukin and Nephthalim: 

14 That it might be fulfilled which was spo 
ken by Esaias the prophet, saying, 

15 The land of Zabulon, and the land of 
Nephthalim, by the way of the sea, beyond 
Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles; 

16 The people which sat in darkness saw 
great light; and to them which sat in the region 
and shadow of death light is sprung up. 

17 From that time Jesus began to preach, 
and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand. 

18 And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, 
saw two brethren, Simon called Peter, and 
Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea: 
for they were fishers. 

19 And he saith unto them, Follow me, and 
I will make you fishers of men. 

20 And they straightway left their nets, and 
followed him. 

21 And going on from thence, he saw other 
two brethren, James the son of Zebedee, and 
John his brother, in a ship with Zebedee their 
father, mending their nets; and he called them. 

22 And they immediately left the ship and 
their father, and followed him. 


The People, Places, and Times 
Matthew. The author of the Gospel of 
Matthew. His names means "gift of Jehovah;’ 
and he is also known by his priestly tribal 
name, Fevi (Mark 2:14). Matthew wrote the 
genealogy of Christ and documents His claim 
to be Messiah. Matthew was a publican, a 
Jewish man employed by the conquering 
Romans to collect taxes. The Jewish people saw 


him as a traitor, and they despised him. After 
his conversion to Christ, Matthew's ministry 
was to preach mostly to the Jews. He cites Old 
Testament Scripture nearly 100 times in his 
Gospel, and he mentions the phrase "kingdom 
of heaven" thirty-two times (e.g., Matthew 
13:1-53). He was present at the ascension of 
Jesus. 


Background 

As His earthy ministry and reputation 
gained prominence throughout the region-' 
from Nazareth to Judea, Samaria, and 
Galilee-Jesus experienced rejection, oppo 
sition, and escalating hostility. Particularly in 
His hometown of Nazareth, the reaction to His 
ministry ranged from amazement to mistrust. 
However, no reaction was harsher than that of 
the Roman government under Herod. 

Herod's familial line had been particularly 
violent throughout all its generations. From 
Herod the Great (73-4 BC), who slaughtered 
all of Bethlehem's males under the age of two, 
to Herod Antipas (c. 20 BC-AD 39), who 
ordered the execution of John the Baptist, they 
had a deep history of resisting God's purposes 
and rejecting God’s prophets, and they used 
any means necessary to silence opponents. 

The Romans were becoming even more hos 
tile and violent in their rejection of Jesus. After 
John the Baptist was arrested, Herod Antipas 
took the power and presence of the kingdom 
of God head-on. Imprisoned for condemning 
Herod's incestuous relationship with his niece 
Herodias, John refused to be silenced (Matthew 
4:12; Mark 6:17). Herod Antipas, whom Jesus 
called "that fox" (Fuke 13:32), reacted in typi 
cal Roman fashion-he wanted John dead. 

After learning of John's death, Jesus moved to 
Capernaum, an important seaport city locate.cl 
on a major trade route. More important. His 
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actions triggered fulfillment of a centuries-old 
revelation that the Messiah would be the light 
to the land allocated by divine covenant to 
the tribes of Zebulon and Naphtali, where 
Capernaum was located. 
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: At^A-Glance 



In Depth 

I. Jesus Starts His Ministry (Matthew 
4:12-16) 

Jesus commences His ministry in an unex¬ 
pected place-Galilee. Galileans were con¬ 
sidered unclean, and the region had a dispro¬ 
portionate number of those who were con¬ 
sidered heathens. Referred to as "Galilee of 
the Gentiles;' the province was populated by 
Phoenicians, Arabians, Syrians, and Greeks. 
Jewish Galileans were generally wealthy and 
extreme in their religious bigotry. It is in this 
highly diverse mosaic of people, economic 
' statuses, occupations, cultures, beliefs, biases, 
and attitudes that Jesus chooses to start His 
ministry. 

Jesus moves to Capernaum, located on the 
Sea of Galilee. This puts Him in the heart of a 
region where the weight of Roman occupation 
and oppression overshadows the landscape. 

The people have been plunged into a perva¬ 
sive Roman darkness marked by taxes and 
death. Jesus preaches, using familiar prophe¬ 
cies in His message and offering a great light of 
deliverance to the people "living in darkness:' 
"living in the land of the shadow of death:' 
This was the same promise of God spoken by 
the prophel Isaiah. God said that the Messiah 


would be the light to the land of Zebulon and 
Naphtali and that God will make glorious "the 
way of the sea, beyond Jordan, in Galilee of the 
nations" (Isaiah 9:1). 

Kingdoms under human authority are in a 
constant state of darkness. Jesus is still calling 
the nations to come out of the darkness into 
the kingdom oflight under God's authority. 

How does Jesus’ arrival in Capernaum fulfill 
the prophecies of the coming Messiah, delivered 
by Isaiah ? How can we use these Scriptures to 
give hope to those "living in darkness"? 

2. The Kingdom of Heaven (v. 17) 

From the beginning of His ministry, Jesus 
consistently expressed His concern for saving 
the people from sin and for establishing the 
presence of God in their lives. Using the same 
language spoken by John the Baptist, Jesus 
adds a sense of urgency to His message: The 
kingdom of heaven is near. Aiming directly 
at hearts that live in the darkness of sin, Jesus 
offers them the light of God and the keys to the 
kingdom by way of repentance. The kingdom 
of heaven is closer than the people realize. 

How can we live our lives in ways that show 
our repentance? How will you show others how 
your life changed after you came out of the dark 
ness of sin and into the light of Jesus? 

3. Called as Disciples (vv. 18-22) 

Jesus sees two men, Simon (called Peter), 
and Andrew, while He is walking by the Sea of 
Galilee. These brothers are fishermen engaged 
in their trade when Jesus challenges them to 
disrupt all societal norms and conventional 
expectations. Both men are engaged in meet¬ 
ing their family's living needs. Both men have 
as a priority meeting the fishing quotas they 
paid as in-kind taxes to tax collectors on behalf 
ofRome. 

Jesus invites Simon Peter and Andrew 
to re-order their priorities. He offers them 





168 



March 31,2019 ;. Bible Study Guide 5 


the opportunity to catch something much 
more valuable than fish. In following Jesus, 
they will fish for people. Fishermen had a 
reputation for being rough and unpolished, 
and were largely despised. But when Jesus 
appears, their lives change. They immedi 
ately accept Jesus' transformational call, 
which gives them new purpose for their lives. 
They are experienced and well-prepared 
for their calling, but instead of catching food 
to feed the body for a short time, Simon Peter 
and Andrew will be casting their nets to catch 
people for eternal life. 

How can we become better "fishers of 
people"? How can we extend our nets 
farther to draw in more people for 
Jesus? 

Search the Scriptures 

1. Why did Jesus move from Nazareth to 
Capernaum (Matthew 4:12-13)? Compare 
how Jesus was received in the two cities (See 
Matthew 13:53-58). 

2. What message did Jesus preach (v. 17)? 

3. How did Simon and Andrew respond 
when Jesus.called them (v. 22)? 


doing the same thing the same way but expect 
ing a different outcome is popularly described as 
"insanity:' Jesus knows that living under God's 
authority requires making a life change. His min 
istry inspires this transformation. 

As a prophet. He challenges people with 
unpopular spiritual truths. As the Son of God, 
He offers the kingdom of heaven to those who 
repent. As the Son of God, He offers forgiveness 
to those who rejected Him because they could 
not see beyond the man. 

Jesus calls all kinds of people to be disciples. 
Simon Peter and Andrew were motivated to 
answer the call, and they willingly left their com 
fort zone for Jesus. They did not make, excuses 
about the inconvenience of following Him. 
Instead, they acted immediately. Jesus calls each 
of us to follow Him, and to use all that we have 
for the kingdom of heaven. When He asks us to 
serve Him, we must be like the disciples. We must 
act immediately. 

. Has a reluctant spirit hindered you 
from responding to Jesus? Are you 
uncomfortable chang ingthe way you do 
things, yet get frustrated when nothing 
changes for the better in your life? When 
Jesus calls, how will you answer? 


Discuss the Meaning 

l. When you first accepted the call to follow Application for Activation 


Jesus, how did you feel? Nervous? Confident? 
Reserved? 

2. Since Jesus came into your life, how has 
your life changed for the better? 

3. How would your life have been different 
had you not followed Jesus? 

Liberating Lesson 

Many times, we get complacent in our attitude 
about life. We claim: "if it ain’t broke don’t fix 
if We remain content to stay in our lane or 
stick to what we know; we don't ever want to 
make waves. Yet, we often lament that nothing 
changes in our lives and that we can't ever 
seem to get ahead, leaving us unfulfilled and 
uninspired. Repeatedly 


How is Jesus calling you to work as His dis 
ciple? We can use perspective and skills we 
already possess to share the Good News of sal 
vation through Christ Jesus. 

• Ask God to show you how to do more in 

casting your net as a "fisher of people:' 

• .Do you have access to social media? Use 
this platform to reach out to others. 

• Pray for those who may reject you. Pray 
for God to send someone from whom they will 
receive His truth. 

• Examine your discipleship. Are you con 
tent with going along to get along? Do you 
need to change the way you are doing things 
to become a more effective disciple for Jesus 
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Call and Mission 


Bible Background • MATTHEW 10 

Printed Text* MATTHEW 10:1-15 I Devotional Reading* MATTHEW 15:21-28 

-Aimfor Change- 

By theend of the lesson,.we will: RECOGNIZE thedisciples'missioninMatthew 10; 
IDENTIFY challenges that we might experience in fulfilling Christ's mission for the 
church; and PREPARE for greater participation in the mission of the church. 

In Focus 

The members of Lakeside Church called themselves congregants, but Pastor Roberts 
was uneasy with this language. It bothered him that people thought the church was a 
place for releasing personal problems as opposed to being a community where all could 
participate in community service, social justice, and worship. 

After afew weeks of teaching discipleship, Pastor Roberts thought it would be time to 
put teachings into practice. "We are disciples and we are called to make more disciples 
and do greater works for the kingdom of God:' he explained. "Church is not just a slot 
machine or a microwave; everyone has a role to play. Today, we aren't going to have 
worship as usual. We're going to have a special Evangelism Day. We are going to reach 
out and invite people to come worship with us. If the people want to know more, then 
tell them more. If not, then keep it moving. Those who have the true desire to come 
will:' 

Together, the disciples of Lakeside Church went out into the community, shared the 
Good News of Jesus, and invited more people to worship. Some refused to hear what 
they had to say, andothers received them well. The following Sunday, fifty new people 
came to church and thirty joined. 

How could you see yourself more as a disciple of Jesus Christ? Although there are 
challenges, what are some of the rewards in making more disciples? 
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Focal Verses- 

KJV Matthew 10:1 And 

when he had called unto him his 
twelve disciples, 

he gave them power against unclean spirits, to 
cast them out, and to heal all manner of sick¬ 
ness and all manner of disease. 

2 Now the names of the twelve apostles are 
these; The first, Simon, who is called Peter, and 
Andrew his brother; James the son ofZebedee, 
and John his brother; 

3 Philip, and Bartholomew; Thomas, and 
Matthew the publican; James the son of 
Alphaeus, and Lebbaeus, whose surname was 
Thaddaeus; 

4 Simon the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, 
who also betrayed him. 

5 These twelve Jesus sent forth, and com¬ 
manded them, saying. Go not into the way of 
the Gentiles, and into any city of the S amarit ans 
enter ye not: 

6 But go rather to the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel. 

7 And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom 
of heaven is at hand. 

8 Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the 
dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, 
freely give. 

9 Provide neither gold, nor silver, nor brass 
in your purses, 

10 Nor scrip for your journey, neither two 
coats, neither shoes, nor yet staves: for the 
workman is worthy of his meat. 

11 And into whatsoever city or town ye shall 
enter, enquire who in it is worthy; and there 
abide till ye go thence. 

12 And when ye come into an house, salute 
it. 

13 And if the house be worthy, let your 
peace come upon it: but if it be not worthy, let 
your peace return to you. 

14 And whosoever shall not receive you, nor 
hear your words, when ye depart out of that 
house or city, shake off the dust of your feet. 


* * 


iSVerily I say unto you. It shall be 
more tol- erable for the land of 
Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of 
judgment, than for that city. 

The People, Places, and Times 

The Disciples. The_ disciples in today's text 
are Jesus' inner circle, those who were willing 
to drop everything and walk with Jesus. The 
Gospels portray the disciples as those who were 
dedicated to Jesus, although they were often 
slow to learn and quick to retaliate-not unlike 
the rest of us. Since God used such unlikely 
people to turn the world upside down after 
Christ's resurrection and the advent of the Holy 
Spirit, we should be encouraged, especially in 
times when we may feel we do not merit the 
title of disciple. In today's lesson we see that in 
spite of immaturity and imperfections, the dis¬ 
ciples had a strong desire to learn from Jesus 
and follow Him, and Jesus entrusted them to 
share His message and ministry. 

Background 

Jesus continued His public ministry 
throughout Galilee, teaching in the syna¬ 
gogues, proclaiming the Good News of the 
kingdom of heaven, and healing all types of 
diseases and sicknesses. His fame and repu¬ 
tation grew throughout the lands, drawing 
crowds of thousands of followers everywhere 
He went. Jesus' message was consistent: He 
came not to abolish the Law, but to fulfill it 
(Matthew 5:17). As Jesus' reputation grew 
among those oppressed and maligned, so did 
the number of His enemies. The religious lead¬ 
ers who should have recognized Jesus as the 
Messiah were particularly uncomfortable with 
His popularity, miracles, teaching, and author¬ 
ity. Jesus and His five disciples were teaching 
that the kingdom of heaven is the fulfillment 
of God's promises: where justice prevails and 
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where God favors the meek. Driven by His 
compassion and concern for the "sheep with¬ 
out a shepherd;' Jesus prayed to God for-more 
laborers to send into this plentiful harvest of 
souls in need of salvation (Matthew 9:36-38). 
God added more disciples in an wer to Jesus' 
prayers for more workers. 
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In Depth 

l.Toe Disciples (Matthew 10:1-4) 

Jesus established His front-line mission team 
with twelve men. from all walks of life .Among 
the disciples are four fishermen, a zealous polit¬ 
ical activist, and a tax collector.. These were ordi¬ 
nary men who became extraordinary because of 
Jesus. They had diverse backgrounds and expe¬ 
riences: Some were outcasts of society, some 
were despised, and atleast one was greedy and 
self-absorbed. But theonecharacteristic they had 
in common was their willingness to follow Jesus. 

Toe men were called to be disciples-from 
the Greek word meaning "learner" or "follower: 1 
They were learning from Jesus howto be strong 
ambassadors for the kingdom of heaven; they 
were following Christ Jesus in the transforma¬ 
tion of lives. 

Jesus' twelve disciples had special significance 
to the Jewish audience. In a historical context, 
twelve is tied to God's covenant with His peo- 
ple-Israel started out as twelve tribes headed- 
by twelve patriarchs. Now, God was bringing 
in a new kingdom for His people, one in which 
those who repented and followed Jesus would" sit 
upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 
Israel" (Matthew 19:28). 


When Christ calls you to follow Him, 
how clo you respond? 

2. Toe Mission of the Twelve (vv. 5-10) 

Jesus charged His disciples to emulate His 
own ministry. He was sent to "the lost sheep 
of the house of Israel" (Matthew 15:24) and 
referred to those in the crowds who followed 
Him as "sheep without a shepherd" (Matthew 
9:36). Remaining faithful to God’s covenant 
with Israel, Jesus sends the disciples to go 
only to the Jews in this instance, although 
later commands them to go to the Gentiles. 
Centuries before, the Jews had been chosen to 
tell the world, including the Gentiles, about the 
reign of God (Isaiah 49:6; Mic ah 4:2; Zechariah 
8:23). The disciples were to: deliver the mes¬ 
sage that the kingdom of heaven is near; per¬ 
form the tasks of healing the sick, raising the 
dead, curing diseases, and driving out demons; 
and trust God, taking no money during their 
mission. Finally, Jesus sends them out with a 
principle of generosity to follow as they min¬ 
ister to others. He reminds them to freely bless 
others as God had freely blessed them. 

How has God prepared you for your 
assign ment? How will you bless others 
as God has blessed you? 

3. Worthy of the Word (vv. 11-15) 

The disciples were instructed to minister to 
those worthy to receive the proclaimed Word. 
The worthiness of a person was determined by 
their willingness to hear the Good News of the 
kingdom of God. Turning disciples away was 
equivalent to rejecting the Messiah. 

Jesus also prepared the disciples for antic¬ 
ipated rejection. If they were not welcomed, 
Jesus told them to leave and shake the dust 
from their feet, a gesture that was triggered 
by people making the wrong choice not to 
receive Jesus. He told the disciples that those 
who rejected the W ord would be worse off than 



Sodom and Gomorrah, cides destroyed by God 
for their wickedness (Genesis 19). 

Jesus offers the opportunity for salvation to 
all of us, and He cautions us not to ignore His 
call. The opportunity may not come again. 

Are you receptive to the teachings from God? 
How do you respond when others reject your 
efforts to share Jesus' teachings? 

Search the Scriptures 

1. What authority did Jesus give to the 
twelve disciples (Matthew 10:1)? 

2. Who were the disciples instructed to 
avoid on their mission (v. 5)? 

3. What were the disciples to do if a home 
was deemed worthy of receiving God's Word 
(v. 13)? 

4. What were the disciples to do if a home 
did not welcome them (v. 14)? 

Discuss the Meaning 

1. In the text, Jesus gives the church the mis¬ 
sion of making more disciples. How are you 
contributing to the mission of the kingdom? 
Has anything prevented you from living out the 
mission and the call to make more disciples? 

2. How do we make disciples in the 21st 
century? How do we deal with it when people 
reject our message today? 

Liberating Lesson 

Once we commit to following Jesus and 
walking in our puipose for Him, we must also 
be prepared for criticism and disapproval. 
Often, this negative feedback can be debilitat¬ 
ing and cause us todoubt our call andpuipose. 
We need to be aware that sometimes criticism 
and judgment against us really has nothing 
do with us. Although some criticism is 
unavoidable and sometimes hurtful, we’ can 
encourage ourselves to remember that God is 
our defense and vindicator, to keep our peace, and to 
pray for those who criticize us. 


Criticism can be a blessing or a curse, depend¬ 
ing on how we respond to it. 

In today's lesson, Jesus sends the disciples 
out as materially poor messengers who were 
entirely dependent on God and the generosity of 
others. They would face criticism and rejection 
from some of those they visited even though 
they were truly messengers of the Master. It is 
important to recognize that Jesus was homeless, 
and the disciples who followed Him were sent 
with no material possessions but had access to 
the kingdom of God. Some would have rejected 
the disciples and missed the power of God 
showing up in their lives simply because they 
were fixated on how the messengers looked or 
bothered by sharing with strangers. We must 
be cautious not to write off those who appear 
to be materially lacking as less important or 
not worthy of our attention, because God could 
be positioning them to be His messengers and 
ministers of His love and power for us. 

Application for Activation 

Jesus called His twelve disciples. He did 
not draft them, or bargain for them, or even 
accept them as volunteers. Jesus chose them to 
serve Him in a very special way. He used their 
gifts, experience, knowledge, and obedience 
to transform lives and proclaim the kingdom 
ofheaven. 

Jesus calls us today, and we, too, can choose 
to follow Him. 

• Know that God can use anyone, no matter 
how insignific ant he or she may appear to be. 

• Remember that God does not always call 
the qualified, but He will always qualify the 
called. 

• Rejoice in the knowledge that God's to 
messsage of salvation is for all people, 
regardless of race, gender, or national or 
origin. 

Bless others. God has freely showeied us with 
His blessings, and we should generously give 
of our time, love, and possessions. 
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Call and Commissioning 

Bible Background • MATTHEW 28:16-20; ACTS 1:6-8 

Printed Text • MATTHEW 28:16-20; ACTS 1:6-8 I Devotional Reading • COLOSSIANS 

3:12-17 

-Aimfor Change- 

By the end of the lesson we will: COMPARE Jesus' commission in Matthew to His 
commission in Acts; AFFIRM that Jesus is with us in our commission; and ACCEPT our 
commission to make disciples of all nations. 

- eg| In Focus ■*~ s ) - 

Sharon came to work disappointed in the outcome of last night's gubernatorial election 
results. She had been hopeful her candidate would win, but was now gravely discouraged. 

John was obviously thrilled because his candidate did win. He was openly excited for the 
outcome of the race. He came to work energetic and bubbly. 

Stephen's candidate lost the race also. However, he seemed as happy and jubilant as J ohn. 
Sharon was confused. She knew Stephen was a Christian like her and she thought she knew 
who his candidate for governor was. Sharon asked Stephen what was going on. 

Stephen assured Sharon he was disappointed his candidate did not winbut he trusted 
God. Stephen told her, "I don't know what will happen now that we have a new governor. 

The thought of the changes he can possibly make are frightening. So, I chose to focus my 
attention on God. With God, all things are possible. I make my attitude reflect His power. 

My disappointment couldhindermy testimony. I don't want to misrepresent God:' 

Sharon had to agree. She, too, wanted to be a faithful witness to Christ in the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Her candidate lost the race, but in Christ she was still a winner. 

Christians confess they don't have all the answers but this doesn't disqualify them,: in 
offering a faithful witness to Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit. In todays society- 
disciples are taught to obey everything Jesus commanded. Are you a disciple ■ 
wherever you go? 





KJV Matthew 28:16 Then the 
eleven disciples went away 
into Galilee, 

into a mountain where Jesus had appointed 
them. 

17 And when they saw him, they wor¬ 
shipped him: but some doubted. 

18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, 
saying. All power is given unto me in heaven 
and in earth. 

19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 

20 Teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I 
am with you always, even unto the end of the 
world. Amen. 

Acts 1:6 When they therefore were come 
together, they asked of him, saying. Lord, wilt 
thou at this time restore again the kingdom to 
Israel? 

7 And he said unto them. It is not for you 
to know the times or the seasons, which the 
Father hath put in his own power. 

8 Butye shallreceivepower, afterthatthe 
Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be 
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in 
all Judaea, and in S amaria, and unto the utter¬ 
most part of the earth. 

The People, Places, and Times 

Jerusalem. Under Rome, Jerusalem was 
conquered in 63 BC by Pompey and reached its 
pinnacle of grandeur and strength as a result 
of the building program of Herod the Great, 
whom Rome appointed king of Judea in 40 
BC. Herod strengthened the Hasmonean walls, 
which had been built during the second cen¬ 
tury BC. At the top of the western hill, he built a 
huge palace complex for himself. T o strengthen 
this and include more of the western area of 
the city, Herod then built a second wall that 


circled from the middle of the Hasmonean wall 
to a fortress north of the Temple Mount called 
the Antonia..To further strengthen this second 
wall, which was open to attack from the west, 
a quarry was opened in front of it that served 
as a defense moat. A section of this was not 
worth quarryipg and it was left standing on the 
mound oflimestone. It was called Golgotha, or 
the "skull" (John 19:17). This part of the quarry 
belonged to Joseph of Arimathaea, who cut his 
family tomb into the exposed hill of the quarry 
adjacent to Golgotha. This is now part of the 
Church of the Resurrection and probably was 
the burial place of Jesus. 

Background 

Matthew 28 begins very early on the Sunday 
morning when Jesus rose from the dead. Mary 
(the mother of Jesus) and Mary Magdalene 
came to view the tomb, only to meet the angel 
who informed them that the Lord has risen and 
has gone before them to Galilee. Later, Jesus 
met the two women and again instructed them 
to tell His disciples whom He called His broth¬ 
ers to meet Him in Galilee. Matthew skips the 
story of their journey to Jerusalem and, instead, 
tells of the bribing of the guards with the inten¬ 
tion of discrediting the Resurrection by spread¬ 
ing the news that Jesus’ body had been stolen. 
Before long, Matthew hasthedisciples meeting 
Jesus at a mountain to which He had directed 
them. This meeting in Galilee is the setting for 
the last five verses of the Gospel of Matthew. 

In these verses, Matthew records the first post- 
Resurrection exhortation that Jesus gave His 
disciples-to make disciples for Him in all 
nations, to teach them, and to baptize them in 
the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit. 

Ifyou actually went and made disciples of all 
nations, what would your life look like? If this 
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is different from how it looks now, what 
are the reasons and how would you 
correct it? 

Acts 1:6-8, on the other hand, is set just a 
mile outside Jerusalem, at the Mount of Olives 
from where Jesus ascended into heaven. As 
Luke begins his historical narrative of the birth 
of the church that makes the book of Acts, he 
has to tell of Jesus' ascension. But before we 
get to the ascension, Jesus gives the disciples 
a farewell speech with parting instructions. 
So this is the very last of Jesus' conversations 
with His disciples, taking place forty days after 
M3:tthew 28. Since that meeting on a hill in 
Galilee, we know Jesus met with His disciples 
both in Judea and in Galilee, but now, Jesus is 
ready to depart and, as we see in the book of 
Acts, the disciples are ready for the mission. He 
takes the occasion to encourage them to wait 
for the Spirit in Jerusalem who will empower 
them to be His witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, 
Samaria and to the ends of the earth. The 
Spirit will also help them understand that He 
had come to establish a spiritual kingdom, not 
an earthly one that could liberate Israel from 
Roman rule. 

What kind of witness can your friends 

see 

from your life ? Does it testify of Jesus' 
kingship and love for the world? 


■ At-A-rn.,,,.,. 



:: 2. Doubt to Disciple Nations (vv. 18—20) ; 


: .3. Disciple to Witness (Acts 1:6-8) ‘ 


Resurrection. Matthew 28 is basically the 
first encounter between Jesus and the disci¬ 
ples post-Resurrection. Acts 1 is the last such 
encounter. They both carry the same thread 
of thought: how to keep the movement (later 
called The Way and eventually the ekklesia or 
church) going and growing. Critical to this 
growth of the movement was the practice of 
discipleship. After the traumatic event of Jesus' 
crucifixion and death, the disciples had to 
wonder what they were to do now. Jesus was 
dead and had not left them any instructions 
on how to carry on His mission and ministry. 
Moreover, one of His own disciples, Judas, had 
betrayed Him then hung himself (Matthew 
27:5). So when word came for them to gather 
in Galilee where He would meet them, it had to 
be an exciting turn of events. 

When they gathered at the mountain in 
Galilee, Jesus was there to meet them. Upon 
gazing at their Lord and Savior one more time, 
the eleven disciples began to worship Him (v. 

16). This was spontaneous praise and thanks¬ 
giving for the Messiah who had transformed 
their lives. He was alive! 

In spite of seeing Christ with their own eyes 
and worshiping Him, a few had doubt creep 
into their hearts and minds (v. 17). Sometimes 
the foundation of our faith can be overcome 
with thoughts of uncertainty. When we cannot 
explain the spiritual, we tend to ignore or dis¬ 
miss it. But the disciples continued to worship 
Him in spite of their doubts. We have to 
continue to worship and serve Christ in the 
midst of our uncertainties because our 
faith will increase as we grow spiritually. 

Do you recall a time when you struggled to 
worship God because you had doubts about . 

Him? Share your experience. 


In Depth 

1. Resurrection Over Doubt (Matthew 
28:16-17) 


2 Doubt to Disciple Nations (vv. 18-20) 

Jesus tells His disciples to go and make disciples 
of all nations. God gave all power and authority to 
Jesus (v.18). This means when 


Both Matthew 28 and Acts 1 are Scripture§ 
that record events that took place after the 



God raised Him from the dead and seated 
Him at His right hand, He was given power 
and dominion over all things in heaven and on 
earth (Ephesians 1:20-23). The disciples were 
under His authority and called to make more 
disciples (v. 19). The disciples understood what 
Jesus meant by "making disciples:' He had just 
done this with them for the past three and a 
half years. He was telling them to go and do 
what He had done with them so that other 
people could also become disciples of Jesus. He 
told them to teach the new disciples everything 
He had taught them. This is how disciples are 
made-through teaching them what Jesus says 
and what it means for our daily lives. And this 
command to make disciples goes to every fol¬ 
lower of Christ. Disciples have to make other 
disciples until the nations learn the teachings 
of Christ and how to live accordingly. We are to 
go teach any person who will listen, regardless 
of race or nationality, about Jesus. When they 
accept Him as Lord and S avior, they are to be 
baptized as a sign of their union and commit¬ 
ment to Christ. And we are to teach them to be 
devoted to the Word of God (vv. 19-20). 

Jesus ended His Great Commission with the 
promise that He will always be with us (v. 20). 
The disciples may have beenpuzzledhow Jesus 
would remain with them. But Jesus promised 
to send His Holy Spirit to be present with 
them-and us-forever (cf. John 14:16,26). 

Why is baptizing and teaching the 
Word to new believers so important? 

3. Disciple to Witness (Acts 1:6-8) 

Acts 1 continues on the same theme of dis- 
cipleship, adding that the disciples would be 
Jesus' witnesses in the entire world. Thus, in 
word and deed, they would testify of the teach¬ 
ings and the works of Jesus to the world. Jesus 
spent forty days after the Resurrection with the 
disciples, teaching them about the kingdom of 
God. He urged them to remain in Jerusalem to 
await the coming promise of the Holy Spirit. 


While gathered wl.th them on one occasion, 
the disciples questioned Him about restoring 
Israel's kingdom (v. 6). Many Jews thought the 
Messiah's coming meant they would be freed 
from Roman rule and He would be their new 
king. But Jesus told them these events would 
happen according to the Father's timetable, 
which was a secret. 

Most importantly, they needed to have the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit before they went 
forth to witness for Christ in Jerusalem, Judea, 
Samaria, and the otherparts of the world (v. 8). 
Without the power of God we can do nothing. 
The Holy Spirit gives us direction and power to 
act. The word translated "witness" can also be 
translated "martyr:' Following Christ happens 
at a cost. His followers are called to be wit¬ 
nesses and martyrs at the same time. Some will 
be called to obey even to the death-unto mar- 
tyrdom-and that is part of the sacrifice that 
comes with following Christ. We are invited 
to lay down our lives for the sake of His king¬ 
dom, and to do this, we need the Holy Spirit's 
empowerment. 

How is your life a witness for Christ? 

Search the Scriptures 

1. Where were the disciples supposed to 
teach about Jesus to make disciples (Matthew 
28:19; Acts 1:8)? 

2. What part does the Holy Spirit play in 
discipleship and making disciples (Matthew 
28:19; Acts 1:8)? 

Discuss the Meaning 

1. How is making disciples connected to 
witnessing for Christ? 

2. How does discipleship work in your 
church? Are you discipling anybody at the 
moment? Are your disciples making other 
disciples? 

3. The disciples seemed not fully prepared 
for the work that Jesus had for them. They did 
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not fully understand the, kingdom and dealt 
with doubt. Yet, Jesus still trusted them with 
the mission of discipling the nations. What 
does this teach you about God's mission? 

Liberating Lesson 

As we respond to Jesus' call to follow Him, 
we also respond to His callfor us to make disci¬ 
ples for Him. Embracing one without the other 
is not possible if we are to be true followers. As 
we become disciples, we must endeavor to dis¬ 
ciple others. We are part of adisciple-making 
movement in which real disciples make other 
disciples. We disciple others not only by teach¬ 
ing them the words of Jesus but also by letting 
them see the witness of our lifestyles. What is 
holding you backfrom answering the call to be 
a missionary for Christ? We do not need to be 
fearful because God is with us. He will 
guide and protect His people. May our 
congregations spend more energy making 
disciples and not making members. 


3. Seek to stay connected to the Holy Spirit 
for the power that helps us make disciples and 
effective witnesses in the world. 

Follow the Spirit 

What God wants me to do: 


Remember Your Thoughts 

Special insights I have learned: 


Application for Activation 

This week take the time to pray and 
specifically ask God to reveal to you how 
He is calling you to share the Gospel. He 
may have you start in your home because 
it is often the most difficult place to be a 
witness when we live with unbelievers. 
You may also want to speak to your pastor 
and local missionaries in your church or 
those overseas. They may be able to offer 
spiritual guidance. Answering the call 
does not always mean you have to leave 
your job. 

1. Become serious about discipleship— 
both to be a disciple and to disciple 
others locally and among the nations. 

2. Be very intentional about following 
the countercultural nature of the 
demands of Christ in our 
individualistic consumer culture. 
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